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“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 
The One to be Ruler in Israel, 
Whose goings forth are from of old, 
From [a]everlasting.” (Micah 5:2) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=micah 5:2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22636a


3 Sad days in Heaven:  

(1) When Satan rebelled & took 
1/3 angels and fell.  

(2) When the Lord ‘disrobed’ 
Himself of all glory to come 
to earth.  

(3) When Christ became sin for 
us and died on the cross.  

 

3 Happy Days in Heaven:  

(1) When Christ rose from the 
dead;  

(2) When Christ comes back and 
sets up His kingdom on earth  

(3) When Christ throws Satan in 
the lake of fire to start new 
heaven and new earth!   

 



Bethlehem (i.e. ‘house of bread’ or ‘house 
of war’), rather than Jerusalem, the city of 
God. 
Place of Rachel’s death (Gen 35:16).  
‘Ben Oni’ vs ‘Benjamin’.  
Ephrathah = ‘fruitfulness’ 
 
Fullness of Time – Israel under Roman 
occupation at the time of census.  
70 mile trip on donkey’s back while 9 
months pregnancy. Why? To avoid the 
wagging tongues of the Nazareth.  
 

The only person who had choice 
to be born made His choice 



“He came to His own, but and His own 
did not receive Him.” (John 1:11) 

• There was no place in the inn. Most 
probably in courtyard under the stars. Not 
born in hospital. No midwifery, nor family 
support, but only helped by young 
inexperience husband Joseph.   

• No halo around Jesus’ head. No particular 
‘Saviour’s look’ (only animal poo & flies).  

• No one understands like Jesus what it 
means to be lonely & rejected!   



Jesus is still born in a stable 
a. The heaven’s best kept secret: It was very low-key event. Most of 

the world missed out. Only few came to Jesus at His birth and 
worshipped Him. – intimate & private event hidden from the public 
view.  

b. Those who found the Lord at His birth were all directed by God. 
There was no other way to get to Him. Divine revelation was 
required. (1) Shepherds in the field (Lk 2:8-20); (2) Simeon (Lk 2:25-
35); (3) Anna (Lk 2:36-38); (4) The wise men from the east (Mt 2:9-
11).  

c. Jesus is till born in a stable, away from the limelight of popular 
Christendom. Will you find Him?   

 





What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

V1.   What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 



V2.   Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 



V3.   Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 



V4.   Blessed Saviour Thou hast promised 
Thou wilt all our burdens bear 
May we ever Lord be bringing  
all to Thee in earnest prayer 

Soon in glory bright unclouded 
There will be no need for prayer 

Rapture praise and endless worship 
Will be our sweet worship there 


