
 

 

Heart of David - Ps. 27:4 

 “One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek. That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His temple.” (Ps. 27:4) 

 God’s Testimony of David’s life: “…A man after My own heart, who will do all My will” (Acts 13:22).  The only thing 
we can taker out of life is God’s testimony (evaluation) of our life, nothing else. God’s testimony is very different from 
man’s. How would you like it said of you?  

1. “TO DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE” 

a. David had ‘one thing’ focus on his life! (Ps. 27:4 – David; Luke 10:42 – Jesus; Phil 3:13 – Paul) That one thing is 
intimacy with the LORD. David had a palace like no other, but that was not his heart-address. David’s heart-
address & the dwelling place of his heart was God’s temple.  

b. World is full of people who wants to come to God’s temple in order to get a bigger palace for themselves. This is 
where David’s heart was different from the rest. Even though David had a house of cedar, his primary concern 
was always God’s temple & God’s Ark. (C.f. Ps. 132 - David’s vow.) 

c. This unique heart is what triggered the Davidic covenant (2 Sam 7). Both Saul & David were anointed by Samuel 
to be king of Israel. But what their hearts were seeking was vastly different. Saul wanted kingship. David wanted 
God (God’s presence). Saul would kill the priests to perpetuate his kingship. David wanted the Ark of God after 
God had given him rest from his enemy to build God, a house – a place of perpetual dwelling (encounter) of 
God. (2 Sam 6:1-2ff c.f. Ps 132). 

d. ‘Authentic Christian life’ (& ministry) flows out of a place of ‘continual encounter with God.’ When our heart 
ceases to encounter God, our ‘devotion’ becomes mere ‘religion’. That’s why our goal must never be an earthly 
attainment in life. Or we will quickly become ‘yesterday’s men/women.’  (c.f. Col 3:2-3). 

2. “TO BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD” (‘Desire of All Nations’, Hag 2:7) 

a. “To behold the beauty of the LORD” – David saw the LORD as beautiful. There is another person who saw God 
as ‘beautiful’ – ‘the beauty of the LORD’ (C.f. Ps. 90:17) is Moses, who encountered God like no other man did 
(Ex 33:18-23, 34:6-8).  

b. Before Jesus’ 2nd coming God will be known to the world as the ‘Desire of All Nations’ (Hag 2:7) and the glory of 
God will fill His temple on the earth! The glory of the latter house will be greater than the former! - not the 
house itself. (Hag 2:9)  

c. Then what does this God look like? (1) Jasper – clear crystalline like diamond (purity in character); (2) Sardius – 
deep red (burning passion of God’s love); (3) emerald like rainbow; (mercy in God’s action) (Rev 4:3). Four living 
creatures ‘full of eyes’ are forever overwhelmed with the beauty of the Lord as they sing ‘Holy, holy, holy’ 
(beautiful, beautiful, beautiful) – too much glory to take in?! ‘System overload’?! (Rev 4:8). Oh how our hearts 
must be set to explore the vastness of God’s glory.  

d. Apostle Paul’s prayer for Ephesians: “…that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give you 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding (lit. heart) being 
enlightened…[to behold God’s beauty]” (Eph 1:17-18).  

e. Why so much spiritual apathy, sickness, and addictions of every kind? (spiritual boredom?). Our hearts/eyes 
designed by God to be ‘fascinated’ are unsatisfied! (The ‘need’ to be facinated cannot be repented of). God is 
the most fascinating being in the universe! How do we behold God? ‘Word of God through prayer’ - Highly 
recommend meditation in the Word (c.f. 2 Cor 3:18; 4:5; Rev 19:13) 

3. “TO ENQUIRE IN HIS TEMPLE” 

a. ‘To enquire in His temple’ – [Not ‘darash’ – enquire for solution, but ‘baqash’ – enquire for ‘intimacy’). David did 
both ‘darash’ & ‘baqash’ many times! But the word used here is ‘baqash’!  [(1) 1 Sam 23:2, 4; (2) 1 Sam 23:11-

12; (3) 1 Sam 30:8-9; (4) 2 Sam. 2:1-2; (5) 2 Sam 5:19, 23; (6) 2 Sam 21:1; (7) Ps. 27:4].  
b. Corey Stark’s spiritual experience when he was taken to heavenly realm: “Learn from the Fathers.” 24 elders 

(Highest ranked men in the government of God) appear x 12 in Revelations. i.e. ‘Beholding’ & ‘worshipping’ & 
‘agreeing/intercession’ & ‘teaching (small %)’. (See Rev 4:4, 10; 5:5, 6, 8, 11, 14; 7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3; 19:4).  

c. Rev 4:4-10 - ‘glory, honour, power’ - how much unnecessary frustration & fight do we endure because we 
personally pursue these 3 things and can’t have them? Worship places them rightly in our heart & life. i.e. At the 
feet of Jesus. (Lack of humility is from lack of seeing God for who He is). What fuels this kind of worship? 
Worthiness of the Lamb! This arises out of beholding His beauty (They ‘cast’ their God-given crowns at His feet!)  

d. Before God is done, He will put ‘His beauty’ on us in a tangible way! (c.f. Ps. 90:17; Ps. 110:3 – picture of last 
day’s youth).  

e. How it all started with David? David points to a defining moment of his life prior to his confession of Ps. 27:4. It 
was not an external event. It was a quiet ‘internal event’. It was a voice of God: When you said, “Seek My face.” 
My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.” (Ps. 27:4)  



 

 

4. GOD IS BUILDING A GLOBAL UPPER ROOM (c.f. Mal 1:11).  

Global incense is going up to the throne room of God in this hour.  
a. God’s end time purpose is connected to rebuilding the fallen tents of the Tabernacle of David.  

 Amos 9:11-12 – who is Edom? Half-brother of Jacob & Bitter rivalry. But God has a plan! 

 Acts 15:16-17 – critical point in church history. Should Gentiles covert to Judaism? No. No hindrance to 

gentile harvest! Key to accelerated global evangelism = rebuilding the tabernacle of David!  

b. Why is God committed to rebuilding the tabernacle of David? God inhabits our praises! (Ps. 22:3). When worship 

was in the right place the nations of Israel came under unparalleled blessing of God up to that time! – i.e. Ps. 27:4 

to birth Ps. 24:7! However, in order to have Ps. 24:7, it takes generation of God’s people with the heart of David! 

(Is. 55:3-4). Neville Johnson’s vision of the tabernacle of David!  

c. Psalms 132 – David’s vow to build God a house! When the presence of God & worship is in the right place (v.13-

14), what follows is unparalleled economic (v.15), religious (v.16), political (v.17), military revival (v.18) in 

Israel.  

d. Rev 8:1-6 – God’s end time plan hinges on the prayers of the saints from the earth. (harps & bowls full before 

God’s throne. God is building a global upper room for incense to fill His heavenly temple! 

e. 7 Spirits of God to be poured out upon the earth before the seals are broken.  

Discussion Questions: 

1. How would you describe the heart of David in your own words? How was David’s heart different than Saul?  

2. Have you ever thought of God as beautiful? What did the 4 living creatures and 24 elders see in Revelation 

4? (You may close your eyes and ‘see’ with the eyes of your heart, then share with the group).  

3. What happens when we do not ‘behold God’s beauty’ and try to live Christian life in our own strength? 

How do we best ‘behold God’? (2 Cor 3:18) 

4. What event started David’s lifelong journey of pursuing intimacy with God? Why is God promising to raise 

up David company in the last days? (Is 55:3-4)  

5. Read Ps. 132. What did David vow before God? (v.1-5) What followed after God’s presence was established 

in Israel? (v. 13-18) Do you have a personal response to David’s vow?  

 

 

A Song of Ascents. 

Ps 132 Lord, remember David 

And all his afflictions; 

2 How he swore to the Lord, 

And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob: 

3 “Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, 

Or go up to the comfort of my bed; 

What is the tabernacle of David? 
1. Difference between tabernacle of David and tabernacle of Moses – the Ark was not in the tabernacle of Moses 

but in the tabernacle of David. 

 288 (1 Chr 25:7) full time singers and 4000 musicians (1 Chr 23:5) to worship God day and night (1 Chr 

16:37)!   

2. Where did David get this model of worship?  

 Personal encounter of Revelation 4-5 – Ark of the Covenant is symbol of the throne of God 

 Harps (worship) & bowls (intercession) Rev 5:8 – end time come when the bowl is full!  

 Governmental centre of universe fuelled by continual prayer & worship – not board meeting.  

 24/7 worship & prayer is energised by the ‘beauty of God – Ps. 27:4.   

 



 

 

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes 

Or slumber to my eyelids, 

5 Until I find a place for the Lord, 

A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; 

We found it in the fields of [a]the woods. 

7 Let us go into His tabernacle; 

Let us worship at His footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place, 

You and the ark of Your strength. 

9 Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness, 

And let Your saints shout for joy. 

10 For Your servant David’s sake, 

Do not turn away the face of Your [b]Anointed. 

11 The Lord has sworn in truth to David; 

He will not turn from it: 

“I will set upon your throne the [c]fruit of your body. 

12 If your sons will keep My covenant 

And My testimony which I shall teach them, 

Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forevermore.” 

13 For the Lord has chosen Zion; 

He has desired it for His [d]dwelling place: 

14 “This is My resting place forever; 

Here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her [e]provision; 

I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 I will also clothe her priests with salvation, 

And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

17 There I will make the [f]horn of David grow; 

I will prepare a lamp for My [g]Anointed. 

18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, 

But upon Himself His crown shall flourish.” 
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“TO DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE 
LORD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE”  

• ‘One thing’ focus! (Ps. 27:4 – David; 
Luke 10:42 – Jesus; Phil 3:13 – Paul) 

• God’s Testimony of David’s life: “…A 
man after My own heart…” (Acts 
13:22).  

• That one thing is intimacy with the 
LORD. David had a palace like no other, 
but that was not his heart-address. 
The dwelling place of his heart was 
God’s temple.  

• World is full of people who presses 
into God’s temple in order to get a 
bigger palace. David’s primary concern 
was God’s temple & God’s Ark.  

• This unique heart of David is what 

triggered the Davidic covenant (2 Sam 
7). Difference between David & Saul (2 
Sam 6:1-2ff c.f. Ps 132). 

• ‘Authentic Christian life’ (&) flows out 
of a place of ‘continual encounter with 
God.’ When our heart ceases to 
encounter God, our ‘devotion’ 
becomes mere ‘religion’.  

• That’s why our goal must not be an 
earthly attainment in life. Or we will 
quickly become ‘yesterday’s 
men/women.’: “Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the 
earth. For you died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ 
who is our life appears, then you also 
will appear with Him in glory.” (Col 
3:2-4) 



“TO BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD” 
(‘Desire of All Nations’, Hag 2:7)  

• David saw the LORD as beautiful! Who 
else saw God as ‘beautiful’? – ‘the beauty 
of the LORD’ (Ps. 90:17). Moses, who 
encountered God like no other man did 
(Ex 33:18-23, 34:6-8).  

• God will be known to the world as the 
‘Desire of All Nations’ (Hag 2:7) as the 
glory of God fills His temple! The glory of 
the latter house will be greater than the 
former! (Hag 2:9)  

• What does God look like? (1) Jasper – 
clear like diamond; (2) Sardius – deep 
red; (3) emerald like rainbow; (Rev 4:3). 
Four living creatures ‘full of eyes’ are 
forever overwhelmed with the beauty of 
the Lord as they sing ‘Holy, holy, holy’ 
(beautiful, beautiful, beautiful) – too 

much glory?! (Rev 4:8). Apostle Paul’s 
prayer: “…that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory may give you 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, the eyes of your 
understanding (lit. heart) being 
enlightened…” (Eph 1:17-18).  

• Why so much spiritual apathy, sickness, 
and addictions among God’s people? Our 
heart/eyes designed to be ‘fascinated’ are 
unsatisfied!  

• How do we behold God? ‘Through the 
Word of God’ – i.e. meditation in the 
Word: “But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory just as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” (c.f. 2 Cor 3:18; 4:5; 
Rev 19:13) 



“TO ENQUIRE IN HIS TEMPLE” 

• ‘darash’ – enquire for solution; ‘baqash’ – 
enquire for ‘intimacy’. David did ‘darash’ 
many times! But the word used here is 
‘baqash’!  

• A friend’s spiritual experience in heavenly 
encounter: “Learn from the Fathers.” 24 
elders (Highest ranked being in heaven) 
appear x 12 in Revelations. What are they 
doing? ‘Beholding’ & ‘worshipping’ & 
‘intercession’. Only small % ‘teaching’. 
(Rev 4:4, 10; 5:5, 6, 8, 11, 14; 7:11, 13; 
11:16; 14:3; 19:4).  

• Rev 4:4-10 - ‘glory, honour, power’ - how 
much unnecessary frustration do we 
endure because we secretly pursue these 
3 things and can’t have them? Worship 
places them rightly in our heart & life. i.e. 
at the feet of Jesus. (humility is issue of 

seeing God clearly). What fuels the 
heavenly worship? Worthiness of the 
Lamb! This arises out of beholding Jesus! 
(response: they ‘cast’ their God-given 
crowns at His feet!)  

• Before God is done, He will put ‘His 
beauty’ on us in a tangible way! (c.f. Ps. 
90:17; Ps. 110:3 – i.e. picture of last day’s 
youth).  

• How it all started with David? David 
points to a defining moment of his life 
prior to his confession of Ps. 27:4. It was 
not an external event. It was a quiet 
‘internal event’. It was a voice of God: 
When you said, “Seek My face.” My heart 
said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.” 
(Ps. 27:4)  



GOD IS BUILDING A GLOBAL UPPER ROOM 

• For from the rising of the sun, even to its 
going down, My name will be great among 
the gentiles. In every place incense shall be 
offered to My name, and a pure offering. For 
My name shall be great among the nations,” 
said the LORD of hosts (Mal 1:11)  

• God’s end time purpose is connected to 
rebuilding the Tabernacle of David again: “On 
that day I will raise up the tabernacle of 
David, which has fallen down, and repair its 
damages. I will raise up its ruins, and rebuild 
it as in the days of old that they may possess 
the remnant of Edom, and all the Gentiles 
who are called by my name..” (Amos 9:11-12) 

• Acts 15:16-17 – critical point in church 
history. Should Gentiles covert to Judaism? 
No hindrance to gentile harvest. Key to 
accelerated global harvest = rebuilding the 
tabernacle of David!  

• Why is God committed to rebuilding the 
tabernacle of David? God inhabits our 
praises! (Ps. 22:3). When worship was in the 

right place the nations of Israel came under 
unparalleled blessing of God up to that time! 
– i.e. Ps. 27:4 to birth Ps. 24:7! However, in 
order to have Ps. 24:7, it takes generation of 
God’s people with the heart of David!  

• “…and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with you – The sure mercies of David, indeed 
I have given him as a witness to the people, a 
leader and commander for the people.” (Is. 
55:3-4). Neville Johnson’s vision!  

• Psalms 132 – David’s vow to build God a 
house! When the presence of God & worship 
is in the right place (v.13-14), what follows is 
unparalleled economic (v.15), religious (v.16), 
political (v.17), military revival (v.18) in Israel.  

• Rev 8:1-6 – God’s end time plan hinges on 
the prayers of the saints from the earth. 
(harps & bowls full before God’s throne. God 
is building a global upper room for incense to 
fill His heavenly temple! 

• 7 Spirits of God to be poured out upon the 
earth before the seals are broken.  



A Song of Ascents. 

132 Lord, remember David 
And all his afflictions; 
2 How he swore to the Lord, 
And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob: 
3 “Surely I will not go into the chamber of my 
house, 
Or go up to the comfort of my bed; 
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes 
Or slumber to my eyelids, 
5 Until I find a place for the Lord, 
A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

 
6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; 
We found it in the fields of the woods. 
7 Let us go into His tabernacle; 
Let us worship at His footstool. 
8 Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place, 
You and the ark of Your strength. 
9 Let Your priests be clothed with 
righteousness, 
And let Your saints shout for joy. 

 

10 For Your servant David’s sake, 
Do not turn away the face of Your Anointed. 
11 The Lord has sworn in truth to David; 
He will not turn from it: 
“I will set upon your throne the fruit of your 
body. 
12 If your sons will keep My covenant 
And My testimony which I shall teach them, 
Their sons also shall sit upon your throne 
forevermore.” 
13 For the Lord has chosen Zion; 
He has desired it for His dwelling place: 
14 “This is My resting place forever; 
Here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 
15 I will abundantly bless her provision; 
I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
16 I will also clothe her priests with salvation, 
And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 
17 There I will make the horn of David grow; 
I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed. 
18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, 
But upon Himself His crown shall flourish.” 



Discussion Questions: 
1. How would you describe the heart of David in your own words? How was 

David’s heart different than Saul?  

2. Have you ever thought of God as beautiful? What did the 4 living creatures 
and 24 elders see in Revelation 4? (You may close your eyes and ‘see’ with 
the eyes of your heart, then share with the group).  

3. What happens when we do not ‘behold God’s beauty’ and try to live 
Christian life in our own strength? How do we best ‘behold God’? (2 Cor 3:18) 

4. What event started David’s lifelong journey of pursuing intimacy with God? 
Why is God promising to raise up David company in the last days? (Is 55:3-4)  

5. Read Ps. 132. What did David vow before God? (v.1-5) What followed after 
God’s presence was established in Israel? (v. 13-18) Do you have a personal 
response to David’s vow?  


