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Vision Statement who we are in GI (2019) 

We are an  

 End-Time Church,  

 House of Prayer, and  

 Bride of Christ in preparation:  

in intimacy,  

character and  

power;  

 to stand with Israel and  

 to bring in the harvest of the nations  

for Jesus’ glorious return. 

1. We are an End time church, House of Prayer (Matt 24-25) 

a. End time church embracing the prophetic urgency of the last day and the ultimate 
destiny of the church (Jn 17:20-26; Eph 1:10, 3:9-11; Ezk 36-39; Zec 12-14; Rev 1-3, 12). 

b. House of Prayer (a.k.a. Tabernacle of David) – important role of intercession & worship, 
reaching the weak marginalised (Is 56:3-8; Mk 11:17; Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:16-17; Mal 
1:11; Rev 5:8, 8:3-6).  e.g. Vision of bowl of incense  

2. Bride of Christ in preparation (Rev 19:7-9) 

a. Intimacy (Jn 14:21-23)   

1) Extravagant devotion to Jesus Christ as the life goal. E.g. David, Paul, Mary of 
Bethany (Phil 3:10-11; Luke 14:3-9; Ps. 27:4)   

2) Following Jesus by embracing the cross (Luke 9:23) 

b. Character (Romans 8:28-29) 

1) Commitment to life of personal holiness & obedience - fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-25) 

2) Character before gifts in ministry: humility, faithfulness, and love (Is 66:2; Phil 2:1-11; 
Matt 11:25-30; Rev 14:1-5) 

c. Power – Gifts of the Spirit; Power of the ages to come in Word & Spirit; Sevens Spirits of 
God. E.g. Elijah & John the Baptist (1 Cor 12:4-11; Heb. 6:6; Rev 4:5; 5:6; Is 11:1-2). E.g. 
Prophecy of the 7 lamps burning and encounter on 7 Spirits of God.  

3. To stand with Israel, and to bring in the harvest of the nations for Jesus’ glorious return 
(Matt 13:39) 

a. Mandate to become a friend to Israel in the time of persecution and restoration (Jer. 
30:7; Zech. 12-14; Rom 11:11-36; Eph 2:14-18) 

b. Harvest within Australia and among the nations of the world (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21; 
Rev 14:14-16 
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Bride of Christ in Preparation: in Intimacy, CHARACTER and power… 

Parable of Talents : Being Faithful Servants (Matt 25) 

1. Everyone has received grace gifts (talents)  

‘each according to his own ability’ i.e. according to what we can handle or ‘what is best for us’ (25:15). They are 
‘different’, but ‘right’ for each one of us.  They are all ‘grace gifts’ – ‘given to us’ by God. 

a. Talents may be (1) what we are born with - physical appearance, height, IQ/EQ, family, race, country of birth, 
other natural talents; (2) special ability endowed by the Holy Spirit - spiritual gifts, callings, ministerial role, etc.   

b. The point is whatever we have been given, we are answerable. Our gifts & talents are ‘his lord’s money’ (25:18): 
‘to whom much is given, much is required…”  

e.g. How do we manage our time? It is also God’s gift (credit) to us. (Ps. 90:12) 

c. Many Christians secretly ‘begrudge’ what they have been given, instead of being thankful. Are you thankful with 
what you have been given? If you don’t embrace what you are given with gratitude, you will never be faithful 
with it. 

d. On the day of judgement, nobody will ever complain for not having been given enough. Without exception, our 
regret will be not having done enough with what we have been given.  

2. Reward is based on our ‘faithfulness’  

NOT our ‘giftedness’ or ‘achievements’: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I 
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.”  (25:21, 23)  Exactly the same 28 words were 
spoken to two talent & five talent servants.  

a. ‘Immediately he went on a journey’ (25:15) means the Lord deliberately removed Himself from the scene, so 
that the servants were truly free to do what they wished to do with the talents. i.e. their real motivation to 
come out. 

b. True measure of faithfulness is in ‘small things’ rather than in ‘big things’ especially when our service is 
unnoticed & no one is watching.  That’s when our faithfulness forges our character the most. 

 ‘In God’s kingdom there are no small things, for small things are as great as great things.’  

 ‘A gift is what you can do in front of other people, but character is what you do when nobody is watching’ 

c. Most would choose faithful & diligent people over gifted & unfaithful people. The higher the position we are 
called to, the greater the ‘faithfulness’ we must attain in our character. Opposite of faithful and diligent is being 
wasteful and lazy. God calls laziness ‘wickedness’.  

3. Despising our gift is a very dangerous attitude before God  

a. Feeling not ‘gifted enough’ hence ‘unmotivated’ to do anything is a manifestation of hidden pride. Truth is that 
all of them were given significant amount (Talent = 5000~6000 denarii i.e. ~16-20 years of wage). No one 
received insignificant or inconsequential amount. When we compare ourselves with others it can make us feel 
‘insignificant’.  

b. Attitude of faith or fear? There is an inherent ‘risk’ in venturing into ‘trading’ (25:16). Our service for the Lord 
involves ‘necessary risk-taking’, i.e. stepping out by ‘faith’. The Lord calls the one talent servant’s act of digging 
& hiding the talent in the ground ‘wickedness’: This attitude may include: (1) ‘laziness’ - convenience seeking 
lifestyle? (2) ‘fear’ dominated lifestyle - personal security matters more than faith and service? (3) ‘Never 
seriously considered God’s call’ - couldn’t care less attitude?  

c. This attitude arose out of “lack of intimate relationship with God”. It reveals the servant’s complete lack of 
relationship with the master. “Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed.” (25:24)  

- Where did he get this view of God?  ‘I knew you are…’ (what theology class?)   

- He is complaining God didn’t give him enough. Is he angry at God? ‘You are not getting anything out of me 
after giving me so little.’ 
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- 'A mere religion is concerned only with not doing anything wrong.' This is not the kingdom culture. 
‘Intelligent’ & ‘proactive’ life of faith is an expression of our confidence in the goodness and the faithfulness 
of God, and it is a ‘sign of cheerful and thankful spirit.’  

4. We receive our ultimate reward in eternity  

And it is expressed in terms of sharing God’s pleasure (25:21) 

a. ‘Eternity mindset’ in our service is paramount. The fullness of the reward will unwrap only in the next life. 
Sometimes we may ‘feel’ we are not making much difference. The real impact of our life and ministry and 
service is only truly known in eternity.  

b. This life is ~70 year internship for the ‘real ministry’ for the 1000 years kingdom & beyond (c.f. Luke 19:17).  

c. Entering into ‘God’s own pleasure’ is the ultimate reward for our service. On that day only one person’s opinion 
of my life matters. No one else’s opinion matters. We need to remember that not everyone will hear “well 
done.” Some will hear, “you wicked and lazy servant…”  

5. ‘One talent’ 

Three main passages of grace gifts 

a. Gift of God (Rom 12:5-8) – Natural Talents we are born with:  

(1) Prophecy  

(2) Ministry (Serving - Help) 

(3) Teaching 

(4) Exhortation 

(5) Giving 

(6) Leading 

(7) Mercy 

b. Gift of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:7-11) – Supernatural endowment by the Spirit 

(1) Word of Wisdom 

(2) Word of Knowledge 

(3) Discerning of Spirits 

(4) Faith 

(5) Healings 

(6) Working of Miracles (Power) 

(7) Prophecy 

(8) Kinds of Tongues 

(9) Interpretation of Tongues 

c. Gift of Christ (Eph 4:11-12) – Gifts and Call of God in the making 

(1) Apostles 

(2) Prophets 

(3) Evangelist  

(4) Pastors (Shepherds) 

(5) Teachers 

d. Then there is 7 Spirits of God – Available to all based on our walk with God  

(1) Spirit of the LORD 

(2) Wisdom  

(3) Understanding 

(4) Counsel 

(5) Might (Power) 

(6) Knowledge 

(7) Fear of the Lord  
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e. Conclusion:  

(1) The possibilities are endless;  

(2) You are totally unique! There not another one just like you! No one else can fill your gap! 

(3) All of these 4 levels of gifts work on the basis of ‘faithfulness’ – The ‘faithful’ gets more!   

f. Final advice:  

(1) Take a gift testing:  

(2) Peter’s advice: Put on the apron of servanthood in the spirit of submission (1 Pet 5:5);  

(3) Paul’s advice: Don’t be ‘self-promoting’ but exalt Christ & serve one another (2 Cor 4:5; Phil 2:5-6).  

It begins by yielding to God: ‘Lord, I am not much, but what I am I offer to you.  
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Gift Testing Chart (based on Romans 12) 

 

      Total Gift 

      (Fill in after test is completed) 

 
Row A 

1 8 15 22 29  
 
 
-------------- 

 
 
 
-------------- 

 
Row B 

2 
 
 
 

9 16 23 30  
 
 
-------------- 

 
 
 
-------------- 

 
Row C 

3 
 
 
 

10 17 24 31  
 
 
-------------- 

 
 
 
-------------- 

 
Row D 
 

4 
 
 
 

11 18 25 32  
 
 
-------------- 

 
 
 
-------------- 

 
Row E 

5 
 
 
 

12 19 26 33  
 
 
-------------- 

 
 
 
-------------- 

 
Row F 

6 
 
 
 

13 20 27 34  
 
 
-------------- 

 
 
 
-------------- 

 
Row G 

7 
 
 
 

14 21 28 35  
 
 
-------------- 

 
 
 
-------------- 

 

Rate yourself with the following scale by writing the appropriate number in the corresponding number square.  

Ask yourself: Is this statement true in my spiritual life and experience? 

Indicate your score in the appropriate number square on the following scale.   
[Greatly - 3;   Some - 2;   Little - 1;   Not at all - 0 ] 

 

After you have completed the text by rating yourself for each of the 35 statements, add the scores in each horizontal 
row.  

Record the number in the Total Column.  

Your total score for each row indicates your level of interest in that particular gift.  

The highest scores may lead you to a clearer understanding of the basic spiritual gift or gifts which God has deposited in 
your life.  

[Prophecy; Serving; Teaching; Stimulating the faith of others; Giving; Leading; Sympathy.  
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All God’s children have gifts – (Taken from CWR, Waverley Abbey house) 

1. I enjoy presenting God’s truth in an inspired and enthusiastic way. 

2. I am always ready to overlook my own personal comfort in order that the needs of others may be met. 

3. I find great delight in explaining the truth of a test within its context.  

4. I am able to verbally encourage those who waver and are spiritually troubled. 

5. I am able to manage my financial affairs efficiently so that I can give generously to the Lord’s work.  

6. I find it easy to delegate responsibility and organise others towards spiritual achievement.  

7. I readily find myself sympathising with the misfortune of others.  

8. I am conscious of a persuasiveness of speech when encouraging people to examine their spiritual motives. 

9. I have the knack of making people feel at home. 

10. I delight in digging out facts concerning the Bible so that I can pass them on to others. 

11. I have a deep concern to encourage people toward spiritual growth and achievement.  

12. I am cheerful about giving material assets so that the Lord’s work can be furthered.  

13. I am able to effectively supervise the activities of others. 

14. I enjoy visiting those in hospital, or the shut-ins. 

15. I am able to present the Word of God to a congregation of people with clarity and conviction. 

16. I am happy when asked to assist others in the Lord’s work. 

17. I am concerned that truth should be presented in a clear fashion with proper attention to the meaning of words. 

18. I am at my best when treating those who are spiritually wounded. 

19. I have no problem in joyfully entrusting my assets to others for the work of the ministry.  

20. I am able to plan the actions of others with ease and supply them with details which will enable then to work 
efficiently. 

21. I have great concern for those involved in trouble. 

22. I find myself preaching for a verdict whenever I present the truths of the Word of God. 

23. I delight in providing a gracious haven for guests.  

24. I am diligent in my study of the Bible and give careful attention to necessary research. 

25. I am able to help those who need counselling over personal problems. 

26. I am concerned over the question of financial assistance being available for all sections of the church.  

27. I am deeply sensitive to the need of a smooth running of administration so that every phase of activity is carried out 
decently and in order.  

28. I work happily with those who are ignored by the majority. 

29. I find my preaching brings people to a definite point of decision. 

30. I enjoy taking the load from key people so that they can put more effort in to their own particular task. 

31. I am able to explain well how the Bible hangs together. 

32. I am acutely aware of the things that hold people back in their spiritual development and long to help them 
overcome their problems. 

33. I am careful with money and continually pray over its proper distribution in the work of the LORD. 

34. I know where I am going and am able to take others with me.  

35. I am able to relate to others emotionally and am quick to help when help is needed. 
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The Parable of the Talents (Matt 25:14-30) 
14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far 
country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to 
them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another 
one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a 
journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded 
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had 
received two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one 
went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long 
time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other 
talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have 
gained five more talents besides them.’  



The Parable of the Talents (Matt 25:14-30) 
21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. 
Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two talents 
came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have 
gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of 
your lord.’ 
24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what 
is yours.’ 



The Parable of the Talents (Matt 25:14-30) 
26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, 
you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have 
not scattered seed.27 So you ought to have deposited my money with 
the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with 
interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten 
talents. 
29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be 
taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer 
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 



‘Bride of Christ in preparation: intimacy, character and power’ 
Faithfulness in serving in small things (Matt 25:14-30) 
1. When you begin to serve in the church week in and week out all the hidden 

‘fault-line’ underneath our character gets exposed. Embarrassing? But 
Necessary – i.e. ‘offense’ will exposes the hidden pride.  

2. Many Christians choose to hide in a large crowd & be served. i.e. much more 
convenient. However, time does not guarantee spiritual maturity.  

3. Spiritual maturity comes to us only within the context of relationship. E.g. 
marriage. More specifically ‘serving in a relationship.’ 

4. Contrary to a lot of people’s belief, ‘Serving’ is not an option for Christians: 
Christians who refuse to serve in whatsoever way are in for a very shock. Jesus 
casts them out to ‘outer darkness’ & there will be ‘weeping & gnashing of 
teeth’ In NT (x7) [Matt 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Lk 13:27-18] 

5. It is God’s only certified ‘pathway’ to true greatness! (not promotion/new 
position!) This is how the world operate, but His kingdom doesn’t operate in 
this way. (Matt 20:25-28). (c.f. called, chosen, faithful. Rev 17:14)  



‘Bride of Christ in preparation: intimacy, character and power’ 
Why is this so? The ‘servanthood’ is in ‘God’s eternal nature’:  
1. The servanthood didn’t begin with man & in time, but it always existed within 

God from eternity: (1) Jesus as model of servant - [Jesus came to serve not to 
be served = divine order among Christians] (Matt 12:18; 20:28) (2) Holy Spirit – 
[HELPER, Christ’s Servant; Chris, God’s Servant] (John 14:16-17; 16:7). Contrary 
to contemporary culture, serving doesn’t demean us but completes us to the 
image of God. ‘Faithfulness serving is the mark of divine nature being 
completed in us.’ – Note how honour is bestowed within Godhead.  

2. Peter: ‘Put on apron of servanthood in spirit of submission’ (1 Pet 5:5);  
 Paul: Don’t be ‘self-promoting’ but exalt Christ & serve one another (2 Cor 4:5). 
3. The climax of redemption is expressed in serving the Lord eternally while 

beholding His face (Rev 22:3-4 c.f. Ex 33:18-23). The limitation of directly 
beholding God’s face will be taken away then.  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
Everyone has received grace gifts (talents) ‘each according to his own ability’ i.e. 
according to what we can handle or ‘what is best for us’ (25:15).  
1. Talents may be (1) what we are born with (2) special ability endowed by the 

Holy Spirit – spiritual gifts, callings, ministerial role, etc.   
2. The point is whatever we have been given, we are answerable. Our gifts & 

talents are ‘his lord’s money’ (25:18): ‘to whom much is given, much is 
required…’. e.g. How do we manage our time (Ps. 90:12) 

3. Many Christians secretly ‘begrudge’ what they have been given, instead of 
being thankful. Are you thankful with what you have been given? If you don’t 
embrace what you are given with gratitude, you will never be faithful with it.  

4. On the day of judgement, nobody will ever complaint for not having been given 
enough. Without exception, our regret will be not having done enough with 
what we have been given.  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
Reward is based on our ‘faithfulness’ NOT our ‘giftedness’ or ‘achievements’: 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.”  (25:21, 23). 

1. ‘immediately he went on a journey’ (25:15) The Lord vacated - out of the 
servants’ consciousness, so that the servants were free to do what they wish to 
do with the talents i.e. their real motivation is tested.  

2. true measure of faithfulness is in ‘small things’ rather than in big things 
especially when our service is unnoticed & no one is watching, that’s when our 
faithfulness forges our character the most. 
• ‘In God’s kingdom there are no small things, for small things are as great as 

great things.’  
• ‘A gift is what you can do in front of other people, but character is what you 

do when nobody is watching’ 
3. The higher the office you are called, the greater the ‘faithfulness’ we must 

attain in our character. Opposite of faithful is being lazy. God calls it wickedness.  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
Despising our gift is a very dangerous attitude before God  
1. feeling not ‘gifted enough’ hence ‘unmotivated’ is a manifestation of hidden 
 pride. (Talent =  5000~6000 denarii i.e. ~16-20 years of wage). When we 
compare ourselves  with others it can make us feel ‘insignificant’.  
2. Attitude of faith or fear? There is an inherent ‘risk’ in venturing into ‘trading’ 
 (25:16). Our service for the Lord involves ‘risk-taking’ – i.e. ‘faith’. The Lord call’s 
 lazy servant’s attitude burying the talent in the ground ‘wickedness’:  
3. This proves “Lack of intimate relationship with God”: “Lord, I knew you to be a 
 hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not 
 scattered seed.” (25:24)  

• Where did he get this view of God? ‘I knew you…’ ‘some theology?’  
• Grudge that God didn’t give him enough. ‘You are not getting anything.’ 
• 'A religion is concerned only with not doing anything wrong’ ivs ‘intelligent’ 

& ‘proactive’ life of faith = expression of confidence in the goodness/the 
faithfulness of God, and a ‘sign of cheerful/thankful spirit.’  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
We receive our ultimate reward in eternity & it is expressed in terms of sharing 
God’s pleasure (25:21) 
1. ‘Eternity mindset’ in our service is paramount – The fullness of the reward will 

unwrap only in the next life. Sometimes we may feel we are not making much 
difference.  

2. This life is ~70 year-internship for the ‘real ministry’ for the 1000 years kingdom 
& beyond (c.f. Luke 19:17).  

3. Entering into ‘God’s own pleasure’ is the ultimate reward for our service. On 
that day only one’s person’s opinion of my life matters. No one else. 
• Not everyone will hear “Well done.” Some will hear, “You wicked and lazy 

servant…”    
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2018-12-29 
“And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps 
of fire were burning before the throne, which are the sevens Spirits of God.” (Rev 
4:5) 
“And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth.” (Rev 5:6) 

The Spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon Him, The 
Spirit of wisdom, and 
understanding, the Spirit 
of counsel and might, the 
Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD. 
(Isaiah 11:2) 


