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Vision Statement who we are in GI (2019) 

We are an  

 End-Time Church,  

 House of Prayer, and  

 Bride of Christ in preparation:  

in intimacy,  

character and  

power;  

 to stand with Israel and  

 to bring in the harvest of the nations  

for Jesus’ glorious return. 

1. We are an End time church, House of Prayer (Matt 24-25) 

a. End time church embracing the prophetic urgency of the last day and the ultimate 
destiny of the church (Jn 17:20-26; Eph 1:10, 3:9-11; Ezk 36-39; Zec 12-14; Rev 1-3, 12). 

b. House of Prayer (a.k.a. Tabernacle of David) – important role of intercession & worship, 
reaching the weak marginalised (Is 56:3-8; Mk 11:17; Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:16-17; Mal 
1:11; Rev 5:8, 8:3-6).  e.g. Vision of bowl of incense  

2. Bride of Christ in preparation (Rev 19:7-9) 

a. Intimacy (Jn 14:21-23)   

1) Extravagant devotion to Jesus Christ as the life goal. E.g. David, Paul, Mary of 
Bethany (Phil 3:10-11; Luke 14:3-9; Ps. 27:4)   

2) Following Jesus by embracing the cross (Luke 9:23) 

b. Character (Romans 8:28-29) 

1) Commitment to life of personal holiness & obedience - fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-25) 

2) Character before gifts in ministry: humility, faithfulness, and love (Is 66:2; Phil 2:1-11; 
Matt 11:25-30; Rev 14:1-5) 

c. Power – Gifts of the Spirit; Power of the ages to come in Word & Spirit; Sevens Spirits of 
God. E.g. Elijah & John the Baptist (1 Cor 12:4-11; Heb. 6:6; Rev 4:5; 5:6; Is 11:1-2). E.g. 
Prophecy of the 7 lamps burning and encounter on 7 Spirits of God.  

3. To stand with Israel, and to bring in the harvest of the nations for Jesus’ glorious return 
(Matt 13:39) 

a. Mandate to become a friend to Israel in the time of persecution and restoration (Jer. 
30:7; Zech. 12-14; Rom 11:11-36; Eph 2:14-18) 

b. Harvest within Australia and among the nations of the world (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21; 
Rev 14:14-16 
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Bride of Christ in Preparation: in Intimacy, CHARACTER and power… 

7 Spirits of God & the Lampstand 

- This is the prophetic promise as well as the challenge over GI. 

- Two main challenges are : 

The Corporate ‘Lampstand’ AND The Quest for Character. 

Character is not formed in a vacuum nor through a program, ie. it is not shaped through a cookie cutter. 

1. Pursuit of Intimacy as the Goal of Life! 

a. The parable of 5 wise & 5 foolish virgins imply there may be many ‘foolish’ zealous Christians in the last days. 
Many bright lamps will go out. 

b. What is your hidden ambition and aspiration in life? To be hidden in God and to go deep in intimacy with Him? 

c. Last days’ first fruits to God from the earth are shown in Rev 14:1-5. First fruit guarantees the rest of the harvest! 
These possessed moral and ethical purity certified by heaven - (1) sexual purity; (2) no deceit in speech; (3) 
without fault before the throne of God.  

Why? ‘Father’s name is on their foreheads’ (14:1). (1) They possess voice like ‘many waters’ & ‘loud thunder.’ (2) 
They have free access to the throne of God & 24 elders. (3) They have access to the mystery of God in worship.  

d. How did they get there? ‘These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes’ (Rev 14:1-5), ie. their goal 
is to be with the Lamb of God whether by life or by death. Intimacy with Christ is the goal of life!  Ie. to be 
hidden with Christ! (Col 3:11-3)  This is not only a godly goal, but is also one of the clearest expression of 
humility in one’s heart and attitude!  Eg. David (Ps 27:4); Paul (Phil 3:10); Mary of Bethany (Luke 10:41-42) 

2. Faithfulness in serving in small things (Matt 25:14-30) 

a. When you begin to serve in the church with the same people week in and week out, within 3 years all the 
hidden ‘fault-lines’ underneath our character erupt and get exposed.  Embarrassing? But Necessary. I guarantee 
you that ‘offense’ will expose the hidden pride.  That’s why many Christians choose to hide in a large crowd and 
get served.  It is far more convenient.  

b. Spiritual maturity comes to us only within the context of relationship, eg. marriage. Outside of relationship, 
there is no way of attaining maturity. More specifically we mature through ‘serving in relationships.’ Length of 
time in being a Christian doesn’t guarantee maturity. 

c. Contrary to a lot of people’s belief, ‘Serving’ is not an option for Christians. Christians who refuse to serve in 
whatsoever way, are in for a very big shock. Jesus casts them out to ‘outer darkness’ and there will be ‘weeping 
and gnashing of teeth’ It is mentioned 7 times in the NT. [Matt 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Lk 13:27-18] 

d. Serving is the only certified ‘pathway’ by Jesus to true greatness!  It is not about getting a position or promotion. 
World operates this way, but God’s kingdom does not. (Matt 20:25-28). (c.f. called, chosen, faithful. Rev 17:14)  

3. Why is this so?  ‘Servanthood’ is in God’s eternal nature :  

a. Servanthood didn’t begin with man in time, but always existed within God from eternity. (1) Jesus was the 
model servant. Jesus came to serve, not to be served. This is the divine order among Christians. (Matt 12:18; 
20:28);  (2) Holy Spirit the HELPER, is Christ’s Servant. Christ is God’s Servant. (John 14:16-17; 16:7). Contrary to 
contemporary culture, serving doesn’t demean us but completes us into the image of God. ‘Faithfulness in 
serving is the mark of divine nature being completed in us.’ Also, the Son always gives honour to the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit always gives honour to the Son.  The Father always gives honour to the Son and the Spirit! 

b. (1) Peter’s advice: Put on the apron of servanthood in spirit of submission (1 Pet 5:5); (2) Paul’s advice: Don’t be 
‘self-promoting’, but exalt Christ and serve one another (2 Cor 4:5).  

This begins by yielding ourselves to God: ‘Lord, I am nothing, but what I am I offer to you.’ 

c. The climax of our redemption is fully expressed in serving the Lord eternally while beholding His face (Rev 22:3-
4 c.f. Ex 33:18-23). Our inability to directly behold God’s face will be taken away by then, Amen! 
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The Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants – (Matt 25) 

1. Everyone has received grace gifts (talents) ‘each according to his own ability’ 

Ie. According to what we can handle, or ‘what is best for us’ (25:15). They are ‘different’, but ‘right’ for each one of 
us. They are all ‘grace gifts’, ‘given to us’ by God. 

a. Talents may be (1) what we are born with - physical appearance, height, IQ/EQ, family, race, country of birth, 
other natural talents, or (2) special ability endowed by the Holy Spirit - spiritual gifts, callings, ministry roles etc.   

b. The point is whatever we have been given, we are answerable. Our gifts & talents are ‘his lord’s money’ (25:18). 
‘To whom much is given, much is required.’ Eg. How do we manage our time? It is also God’s gift (credit) to us. 
(Ps. 90:12) 

c. Many Christians secretly ‘begrudge’ what they have been given instead of being thankful. Are you thankful with 
what you have been given? If you don’t embrace what you are given with gratitude, you will never be faithful 
with it. 

d. On the day of judgement, nobody will ever complain about not having been given enough. Without exception, 
our regret will be not having done enough with what we have been given.  

2. Reward is based on our ‘faithfulness’, NOT our ‘giftedness’ or ‘achievements’ 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. 
Enter into the joy of your lord.”  (25:21, 23). Exactly the same words were given to both the TWO talent & the FIVE 
talent servants.  

a. ‘Immediately he went on a journey’ (25:15) means the Lord deliberately removed Himself from the scene, so the 
servants were truly free to do what they wished to do with the talents, so their real motivation emerges.  

b. True measure of faithfulness is in ‘small things’ rather than in big things. Especially when our service goes 
unnoticed and no one is watching, that’s when our faithfulness forges our character the most. 

- ‘In God’s kingdom there are no small things, for small things are as great as the great things.’  

- ‘Gift is what you do in front of other people, but character is what you do when nobody is watching.’ 

c. Most people would choose faithful & diligent people over gifted & unfaithful people. The higher the position we 
are called to, the greater the ‘faithfulness’ we must attain in our character. The opposite of faithful and diligent 
is being wasteful and lazy. God calls it wickedness. 

3. Despising our gift is a very dangerous attitude before God  

a. Feeling not ‘gifted enough’ hence ‘unmotivated’ to do anything is manifestation of hidden pride. Truth is all the 
servants were given significant amount.  (1 Talent = 5000-6000 denarii, ie. 16-20 years wage)  No one received 
insignificant or inconsequential amount. Only when we compare ourselves with others it can make us feel 
‘insignificant’.  

b. Attitude of faith or fear? There is an inherent ‘risk’ in venturing into ‘trading’ (25:16). Our service for the Lord 
involves ‘necessary risk-taking’, ie. stepping out by ‘faith’. The Lord calls the last servant’s act of hiding the 
talent in the ground for safekeeping ‘wickedness’, which may include : 

(1) lazy and personal convenience oriented lifestyle;  

(2) fear-dominated life where personal security matters more than service;  

(3) ‘couldn’t careless’ attitude; 

c. Such attitude arose out of “Lack of intimate relationship with God”. This reveals the servant’s complete lack of 
relationship with the master. “Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed.” (25:24)  

- Where did he get this view of God? ‘I knew you are…’  What kind of theology class? 

- Complaining God didn’t give him enough.  Angry with God: ‘You are not getting anything from me.’ 

- 'A religion concerned only with not doing anything wrong' is religious culture not the kingdom culture. 
‘Intelligent’ and ‘proactive’ life of faith is an expression of confidence in the goodness and faithfulness of 
God, and a ‘sign of cheerful and thankful spirit.’ 
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4. We receive our ultimate reward in eternity  

And it is expressed in terms of sharing God’s pleasure (25:21) 

a. ‘Eternity mindset’ in our service is paramount. The fullness of our reward will be unwrapped fully only in the 
next life. Sometimes we may feel we are not making much difference.  

b. This life is ~70 year-internship for the ‘real ministry’ for the 1000 year kingdom and beyond (c.f. Luke 19:17).  

c. Entering into ‘God’s own pleasure’ is the ultimate reward for our service. On that day only ONE PERSON’s 
opinion of my life matters. No one else. Not everyone will hear “Well done.” Some will hear, “You wicked and 
lazy servant…” 
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2018-12-29 
“And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps 
of fire were burning before the throne, which are the sevens Spirits of God.” (Rev 
4:5) 
“And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth.” (Rev 5:6) 

The Spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon Him, The 
Spirit of wisdom, and 
understanding, the Spirit 
of counsel and might, the 
Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD. 
(Isaiah 11:2) 



‘Bride of Christ in preparation: intimacy, character and power’ 
Pursuit of Intimacy as the goal of life!  
1. 10 wise & foolish virgins? Many bright lamps now will go out in the future.  
2. What is deep aspiration in life? To be hidden in God & go deep in intimacy?  
3. Last days’ first fruits to God from the earth (Rev 14:1-5): 1st fruit guarantees the 

rest of the harvest! ‘purity certified by heaven’:  
(1) sexual purity; (2) no deceit in speech; (3) without fault before the throne.  
Why? ‘Father’s name on their foreheads’ (14:1) 
(1) voice like ‘many waters’ & ‘loud thunder.’; (2) free access to the throne of 

God. (3) access to the mystery of God in worship.  
4. How did they get there? ‘These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He 

goes.’ (14:1-5) – i.e. their goal is to be with the Lamb of God whether by life or 
by death = intimacy with Christ (Col 3:11-3)  This goal is not only a godly goal, 
but one of the clearest expressions of the humility of one’s heart attitude! 
[Cross] e.g. David (Ps 27:4); Paul (Phil 3:10); Mary of Bethany (Luke 10:41-42) 



‘Bride of Christ in preparation: intimacy, character and power’ 
Faithfulness in serving in small things (Matt 25:14-30) 
1. When you begin to serve in the church week in and week out all the hidden 

‘fault-line’ underneath our character gets exposed. Embarrassing? But 
Necessary – i.e. ‘offense’ will exposes the hidden pride.  

2. Many Christians choose to hide in a large crowd & be served. i.e. much more 
convenient. However, time does not guarantee spiritual maturity.  

3. Spiritual maturity comes to us only within the context of relationship. E.g. 
marriage. More specifically ‘serving in a relationship.’ 

4. Contrary to a lot of people’s belief, ‘Serving’ is not an option for Christians: 
Christians who refuse to serve in whatsoever way are in for a very shock. Jesus 
casts them out to ‘outer darkness’ & there will be ‘weeping & gnashing of 
teeth’ In NT (x7) [Matt 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Lk 13:27-18] 

5. It is God’s only certified ‘pathway’ to true greatness! (not promotion/new 
position!) This is how the world operate, but His kingdom doesn’t operate in 
this way. (Matt 20:25-28). (c.f. called, chosen, faithful. Rev 17:14)  



‘Bride of Christ in preparation: intimacy, character and power’ 
Why is this so? The ‘servanthood’ is in ‘God’s eternal nature’:  
1. The servanthood didn’t begin with man & in time, but it always existed within 

God from eternity: (1) Jesus as model of servant - [Jesus came to serve not to 
be served = divine order among Christians] (Matt 12:18; 20:28) (2) Holy Spirit – 
[HELPER, Christ’s Servant; Chris, God’s Servant] (John 14:16-17; 16:7). Contrary 
to contemporary culture, serving doesn’t demean us but completes us to the 
image of God. ‘Faithfulness serving is the mark of divine nature being 
completed in us.’ – Note how honour is bestowed within Godhead.  

2. Peter: ‘Put on apron of servanthood in spirit of submission’ (1 Pet 5:5);  
 Paul: Don’t be ‘self-promoting’ but exalt Christ & serve one another (2 Cor 4:5). 
3. The climax of redemption is expressed in serving the Lord eternally while 

beholding His face (Rev 22:3-4 c.f. Ex 33:18-23). The limitation of directly 
beholding God’s face will be taken away then.  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
Everyone has received grace gifts (talents) ‘each according to his own ability’ i.e. 
according to what we can handle or ‘what is best for us’ (25:15).  
1. Talents may be (1) what we are born with (2) special ability endowed by the 

Holy Spirit – spiritual gifts, callings, ministerial role, etc.   
2. The point is whatever we have been given, we are answerable. Our gifts & 

talents are ‘his lord’s money’ (25:18): ‘to whom much is given, much is 
required…’. e.g. How do we manage our time (Ps. 90:12) 

3. Many Christians secretly ‘begrudge’ what they have been given, instead of 
being thankful. Are you thankful with what you have been given? If you don’t 
embrace what you are given with gratitude, you will never be faithful with it.  

4. On the day of judgement, nobody will ever complaint for not having been given 
enough. Without exception, our regret will be not having done enough with 
what we have been given.  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
Reward is based on our ‘faithfulness’ NOT our ‘giftedness’ or ‘achievements’: 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.”  (25:21, 23). 

1. ‘immediately he went on a journey’ (25:15) The Lord vacated - out of the 
servants’ consciousness, so that the servants were free to do what they wish to 
do with the talents i.e. their real motivation is tested.  

2. true measure of faithfulness is in ‘small things’ rather than in big things 
especially when our service is unnoticed & no one is watching, that’s when our 
faithfulness forges our character the most. 
• ‘In God’s kingdom there are no small things, for small things are as great as 

great things.’  
• ‘A gift is what you can do in front of other people, but character is what you 

do when nobody is watching’ 
3. The higher the office you are called, the greater the ‘faithfulness’ we must 

attain in our character. Opposite of faithful is being lazy. God calls it wickedness.  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
Despising our gift is a very dangerous attitude before God  
1. feeling not ‘gifted enough’ hence ‘unmotivated’ is a manifestation of hidden 
 pride. (Talent =  5000~6000 denarii i.e. ~16-20 years of wage). When we 
compare ourselves  with others it can make us feel ‘insignificant’.  
2. Attitude of faith or fear? There is an inherent ‘risk’ in venturing into ‘trading’ 
 (25:16). Our service for the Lord involves ‘risk-taking’ – i.e. ‘faith’. The Lord call’s 
 lazy servant’s attitude burying the talent in the ground ‘wickedness’:  
3. This proves “Lack of intimate relationship with God”: “Lord, I knew you to be a 
 hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not 
 scattered seed.” (25:24)  

• Where did he get this view of God? ‘I knew you…’ ‘some theology?’  
• Grudge that God didn’t give him enough. ‘You are not getting anything.’ 
• 'A religion is concerned only with not doing anything wrong’ ivs ‘intelligent’ 

& ‘proactive’ life of faith = expression of confidence in the goodness/the 
faithfulness of God, and a ‘sign of cheerful/thankful spirit.’  



Parable of Talents: Being Faithful Servants 
We receive our ultimate reward in eternity & it is expressed in terms of sharing 
God’s pleasure (25:21) 
1. ‘Eternity mindset’ in our service is paramount – The fullness of the reward will 

unwrap only in the next life. Sometimes we may feel we are not making much 
difference.  

2. This life is ~70 year-internship for the ‘real ministry’ for the 1000 years kingdom 
& beyond (c.f. Luke 19:17).  

3. Entering into ‘God’s own pleasure’ is the ultimate reward for our service. On 
that day only one’s person’s opinion of my life matters. No one else. 
• Not everyone will hear “Well done.” Some will hear, “You wicked and lazy 

servant…”    
 


