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Vision Statement who we are in GI (2019) 

We are an  

 End-Time Church,  

 House of Prayer, and  

 Bride of Christ in preparation:  

in intimacy,  

character and  

power;  

 to stand with Israel and  

 to bring in the harvest of the nations  

for Jesus’ glorious return. 

1. We are an End time church, House of Prayer (Matt 24-25) 

a. End time church embracing the prophetic urgency of the last day and the ultimate 
destiny of the church (Jn 17:20-26; Eph 1:10, 3:9-11; Ezk 36-39; Zec 12-14; Rev 1-3, 12). 

b. House of Prayer (a.k.a. Tabernacle of David) – important role of intercession & worship, 
reaching the weak marginalised (Is 56:3-8; Mk 11:17; Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:16-17; Mal 
1:11; Rev 5:8, 8:3-6).  e.g. Vision of bowl of incense  

2. Bride of Christ in preparation (Rev 19:7-9) 

a. Intimacy (Jn 14:21-23)   

1) Extravagant devotion to Jesus Christ as the life goal. E.g. David, Paul, Mary of 
Bethany (Phil 3:10-11; Luke 14:3-9; Ps. 27:4)   

2) Following Jesus by embracing the cross (Luke 9:23) 

b. Character (Romans 8:28-29) 

1) Commitment to life of personal holiness & obedience - fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-25) 

2) Character before gifts in ministry: humility, faithfulness, and love (Is 66:2; Phil 2:1-11; 
Matt 11:25-30; Rev 14:1-5) 

c. Power – Gifts of the Spirit; Power of the ages to come in Word & Spirit; Sevens Spirits of 
God. E.g. Elijah & John the Baptist (1 Cor 12:4-11; Heb. 6:6; Rev 4:5; 5:6; Is 11:1-2). E.g. 
Prophecy of the 7 lamps burning and encounter on 7 Spirits of God.  

3. To stand with Israel, and to bring in the harvest of the nations for Jesus’ glorious return 
(Matt 13:39) 

a. Mandate to become a friend to Israel in the time of persecution and restoration (Jer. 
30:7; Zech. 12-14; Rom 11:11-36; Eph 2:14-18) 

b. Harvest within Australia and among the nations of the world (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21; 
Rev 14:14-16 
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Bride of Christ in Preparation: in Intimacy, Character and POWER… 

The end-time outpouring of the Holy Spirit includes promise of the coming of Elijah to restore all things (Mal 4:4-5; Mark 
9:12-13). Indeed, John the Baptist prefigured the coming of the sprit and the power of Elijah as the model of end time 
prophetic ministry.  

John the Baptist - the Prototype of End Time Ministry 

Called and Trained by the Lord 

1. Unconventional Training – John was trained by the Lord not from usual religious training system, but in 
the school of wilderness. Born of double-priestly bloodline with unusual supernatural signs at birth, John 
was well positioned for great temple ministry. Yet the Lord chose a different path for John: just like Elijah 
John was raised in the desert. ‘[John was] hidden in the desert until the day of his manifestation to Israel.’ 
(Lk 1:80). 

2. Life of Separation – No one invited John for special dinner (c.f. Jn 5:44) or to preach in the temple or in 
synagogues. The focus of John’s preparation was for ‘life of radical separation & dedication unto the Lord’.  

a. John was a Nazarite from birth (‘Nazir’ = ‘separation’), which means he was not to touch wine or 
intoxicating drinks; he had special diet of locust and honey; he wore prickly clothing made of camel’s 
hair turned inside.  

b. John lived in the desert all his life, then he was locked up in prison where he died at the age of 30. 
There is no entertainment in the desert. John was immersed in solitude & intimate communion with 
the Lord. John was a man of the Spirit (‘Seer’ Jn 1:33), who had deep spiritual insight. Not only did John 
point Jesus out from the crowd, but John understood Jesus as the (1) Saviour – ‘Sacrificial Lamb’ (Jn 
1:29); (2) Passionate Bridegroom (Jn 3:29); (3) Righteous Judge (Matt 3:9-12) 

c. John practiced radical lifestyle of ‘prayer and fasting,’ and earned his notorious reputation from 
‘religious-libertarian-leaders of his day’. They said ‘John has a demon.’ (c.f. Lk 7:33) – probably accused 
him of having ‘religious spirit’?  

d. John lived and preached uncompromising message of ‘repentance’ and ‘holiness’ and paid for it with 
his life for calling out Herod’s sin in marrying Herodias, his brother’s wife. (C.f. Matt 14:3-12).  

“If we desire to be a voice of God to our generation, we must lose the fear of men.” 

Life of Unusual Clarity and Focus  

1. Unusual Clarity about Life’s Mission – John had unusual clarity about his life’s mission. Therefore, he lived 
a life of razor-sharp-focus! How? The Word of God!  

a. Mal 3:1, 4:5-6; Is 40:3 are the 3 main prophetic Scriptures about John’s life. 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God…the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” (Is 40:3-5)  

b. Is. 40:3 was quoted 4 times in each of 4 gospels as John’s true ‘identity’ (Matt 3:3; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 
3:4-6; John 1:23 - John’s self-understanding). The same scripture was declared to John (1) before his 
birth by Gabriel, the angel (Luke 1:17); (2) At his birth by Zechariah, his father (Luke 1:76); (3) Jesus too 
quotes these Scriptures (Matt 11:9-10).    

c. “I am NOT the One, but I am a Voice in the wilderness!” – Everything about John’s life & message 
pointed to Jesus! (John didn’t suffer from bloated head syndrome!) 

2. Modern western life is strongly oriented towards ‘pleasure-seeking’ and ‘having a good time’, which robs 
us of the focus required to live a successful Christian life.  

a. ‘Streamlining’ is needed for most of us to be effective. That is why Jesus gave us Matt 6:33 promise. 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
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b. ‘Called’, ‘chosen’, ‘faithful’: A lot less than those who start well, finish well. 

c. Lesson from Paul’s life: Christians are to live their lives as athletes do. (1 Cor 9:24-27; 2 Tim 4:6-8) 

3. Jesus’ tribute to John:  

a. “Assuredly I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the 
Baptist…” (Matt 11:11). (I believe these words mean John lived a life of unparalleled devotion, purity 
and power not often found in human history.)  

“And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the 
violent take it by force.”  

b. “But what did you go out see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet!” (Matt 11:9) 

c. “He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.” (John 
5:35)  

How would you like to be described by the Lord in such a way? John lived a short life (executed at ~30), 
but he lived his life so well ! 

The Voice in the Wilderness 

1. Voice, not a Name! – Self-Effacing Ministry of John the Baptist.  

a. John’s self-understanding as a voice in the wilderness is of deep spiritual significance. The importance 
of a voice is in the message it carries, not the voice itself. Voice disappears into the thin air as soon as 
it is sounded. It is there only for a moment and claims no lasting significance except what it’s pointing 
towards. So, it was John’s life and ministry.  

b. As soon as Jesus appears on the scene, John gladly recedes into the background: “He must increase, 
but I must decrease.” (Jn 3:30); “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore, 
this joy of mine is fulfilled.” (John 3:29) 

c. John did not come to start the Baptist Church (not the founder despite the name). He came to prepare 
the highway for the coming of the Messiah. This is the greatness of John, and perhaps the reason why 
Jesus said of him, “…there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist…”  

2. Power of the Voice – Not in Volume but in Clarity!  

a. “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the 
violent take it by force.” (Matt 11:12) 

b. John carried such power of conviction in his message that his voice cut through Israel in one of the 
darkest times of political upheaval. i.e. Roman occupation & widespread insurgence in the nation!  

c. Josephus estimates ¾ of million to 1 million people came out to wilderness to hear John! 

The message was not popular self-help or pop-psychology, but that of repentance!  

e.g. Wesley / Whitefield in the 1st Great Awakening, Finney in 2nd Great Awakening, Jonah in Nineveh, 
Billy Graham, etc.   

d. The Lord will do it again through those whose life is uncontaminated by the world, and whose spirit 
can carry such anointing of the Holy Spirit required for the end-time message and ministry! 

End Time Army in the Spirit of Elijah 

Mal 3:1; 4:5-6, Is. 40. 

1. “The great and dreadful day of the Lord” is still in the future. John the Baptist came in the spirit of Elijah to 
prepare the way for the 1st coming of the Lord. I believe that in the last days the Lord will raise up for 
Himself an exceedingly great army in the spirit of Elijah before He returns and so fulfil the promise of Mal 
4:5-6.  
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2. I believe that the life of John the Baptist is the prototype of the End-Time ministry that must carry this 
level of the anointing of the Spirit: 1) penetrating power of conviction in the WORD ministry; 2) ministry of 
signs and wonders in the SPIRIT of Elijah. 

a. Elijah represents the fullness of the ministry of the Spirit in signs and wonders. John the Baptist 
represents the fullness of the ministry of the preached Word.  

b. C.f. Joel 2:28-32 c.f. Acts 2:17-21. 

7 Spirits of God & the Lampstand 

2018-12-29 

o Mia’s encounter with an angel of the Lord in Friday Night Watch. 

o The Lord’s reminder to Paul about the ‘7 lamps of fire’ burning before the throne, which are the 7 Spirits 
of God (Rev 4:5 c.f. Is 11:1-2); and the 7 Spirits of God upon the slain Lamb of God being sent out into all 
the earth (Rev 5:6).  

o Question 1: “Why are the 7 Spirits of God sent out into all the earth?”  

- So that He can land on the people / place prepared for Him (conducive for His coming). 

- When the fullness of the manifestation of the Spirit comes upon us, we can expect the Lord to break 
out beyond what is known as normal. (Jn 14:12) 

o Question 2: What is the condition conducive for the 7 Spirits of God?  

- The place where the 7 Lampstands are burning – i.e. there is ‘continual incense of prayer/worship’. It is 
the House of Prayer (Rev 4:5) 

- The Slain Lamb of God – i.e. Character of Christ. It is the Cross worked into our character.  

- Hence GI’s vision is the ‘House of Prayer’ & Bride of Christ in Preparation in ‘intimacy, character, and 
power.’ 

o The Holy Spirit is seeking a place / people upon whom He can land in the fullness of power in the last days 
to bring in the full harvest of the souls.  

Discussion 

1. In what way was John’s calling and preparation unique? In what ways does John’s life illustrate God’s calling and 
preparation for your own life?  

2. How did John maintain such a level of spiritual clarity and focus? What inspirations do you draw from John’s life and 
ministry?    

3. Do you believe God is raising up a generation of people who will have a voice like John? Why do you believe this?  

4. What are the 7 Spirits of God? (Is 11:1-2; Rev 4:5; 5:6)  

5. Do you believe the Holy Spirit is seeking a people and place upon whom He can land in the fullness of power? How 
do we make our life and church more conducive for His presence?  
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Vision Statement of Glory International 
 

“We are an End-Time Church, House of 
Prayer, and Bride of Christ in preparation: 
in intimacy, character and power; to stand 
with Israel and to bring in the harvest of 
the nations for Jesus’ glorious return.” 

 

Vision Statement of Glory International

“We are an End-Time Church, House of 
Prayer, and Bride of Christ in preparation: 
in intimacy, character and power; to stand 
with Israel and to bring in the harvest of 
the nations for Jesus’ glorious return.”



John the Baptist the Proto Type of End Time Ministry 
Called & prepared by the LORD 
1. Unconventional Training – born of double priestly line, but the Lord had a 

different plan. 
2. Life of separation – Nazirite from birth & life of prayer/fasting & messenger!  
 
Life of Unusual Clarity and Focus 
1. Unusual Clarity of Life’s Mission: [Mal 3:1; 4:5-6; Is 40:3] & John’s self-

understanding (Jn 1:23). “I am not the One, but I am a voice in the wilderness”  
2. Jesus’ Tribute to John’s life:  

• “Assuredly I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than 
John…” (Matt 11:11).  

• “But what did you go out see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet!” 
(Matt 11:9) 

• “He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his 
light.” (John 5:35) 



John the Baptist the Proto Type of End Time Ministry 
 

The Voice in the Wilderness  
1. A Voice not a name: “He must increase, I must decrease.” (Jn 3:30) 
2. Power in the Voice: “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” (Matt 11:12) 
• E.g. Wesley/Whitefield, Charles G Finny, etc. The Lord will do it again!  

 
End time Army of Elijah/John the Baptists 
1. Elijah moved in raw power of miracle, signs and wonders. John the Baptist who 

came in the spirit & power of Elijah didn’t do any miracles! Why?  
• Elijah represents the fullness of the ministry of the power of the Spirit. John 

the Baptist represents the fullness of the ministry of the preached Word.  
• Elijah broke 3 ½ years of spiritual drought. John the Baptist broke the 400 

years of the spiritual drought of the Word. 
2. The Lord will raise up last day church of the spirit & power of Elijah/John! 



2018-12-29 
“And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps 
of fire were burning before the throne, which are the sevens Spirits of God.” (Rev 
4:5) 
“And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth.” (Rev 5:6) 

The Spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon Him, The 
Spirit of wisdom, and 
understanding, the Spirit 
of counsel and might, the 
Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD. 
(Isaiah 11:2) 


