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• Gentle nudge of the Lord (23rd Dec 18) to collect the prayers of God’s 
people and present it before God with fasting & prayer.  

• So next week I will collect your prayers into the offering basket. No one 
has to bring it if you don’t want to. I will bring it in focused way for 3 
days (23rd – 25th Jan).  

• Universal weakness of mankind. We do not know ‘what to pray for’ & 
‘how to pray for.’  Everybody agrees that we need to pray, but often we 
go blank when you actually sit down to pray.  

• The Holy Spirit’s role is to helps us in prayer: “Likewise the Spirit also 
helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit himself makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered.” (Rom 8:26) 
 

 



• After Solomon’s 1000 burnt offerings on the altar, the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream and asked, “Ask! What shall I give you?” (1 Kings 3:5).  

• Solomon asked in a dream (Why?), “Therefore give to Your servant an 
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil.” (1 Kings 3:9).  

• “The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then 
God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked 
long life for yourself, nor have asked the riches for yourself, nor have asked 
the life of your enemies…see, I have given you a wise and understanding 
heart…And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and 
honour, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your 
days.”  (1 Kings 3:10-13) 

 



• After Solomon’s 1000 burnt offerings on the altar, the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream and asked, “Ask! What shall I give you?” (1 Kings 3:5).  

• Solomon asked in a dream (Why?), “Therefore give to Your servant an 
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil.” (1 Kings 3:9).  

• “The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then 
God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked 
long life for yourself, nor have asked the riches for yourself, nor have asked 
the life of your enemies…see, I have given you a wise and understanding 
heart…And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and 
honour, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your 
days.”  (1 Kings 3:10-13) 

• There is a great asking & Not so great asking. What will you say to God?  
• Is there a model prayer to help us?  

 



Model Prayer (Luke 11:1-4) 
1 Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He 
ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John also taught his disciples.” 
2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 
4 And forgive us our sins, 
For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one.” 



Address:  Our Father in heaven,    
Petition 1:  Hallowed be Your name.    
Petition 2:  Your kingdom come.    
Petition 3: Your will be done     
  On earth as it is in heaven.   
 
Petition A:  Give us day by day our daily bread.  
Petition B: And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is  
  indebted to us.     
Petition C:  And do not lead us into temptation,  
  But deliver us from the evil one.” 
[Doxology] [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory for  
  ever. Amen] 



Address:  Our Father in heaven,   Our Father & elevation 
Petition 1:  Hallowed be Your name.   God’s nature & holiness 
Petition 2:  Your kingdom come.   God’s rule & our obedience 
Petition 3: Your will be done    Our purpose  in life is to do 
  On earth as it is in heaven.  God’s will 
 
Petition A:  Give us day by day our daily bread. [Physical needs] 
Petition B: And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is  
  indebted to us.    [Relational needs] 
Petition C:  And do not lead us into temptation, [Spiritual needs] 
  But deliver us from the evil one.” 
[Doxology] [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory for  
  ever. Amen] 



Address:  Our Father in heaven,   Our Father & elevation 
Petition 1:  Hallowed be Your name.   God’s nature & holiness 
Petition 2:  Your kingdom come.   God’s rule & our obedience 
Petition 3: Your will be done    Our purpose  in life is to do 
  On earth as it is in heaven.  God’s will 
 
Petition A:  Give us day by day our daily bread. [Physical needs] 
Petition B: And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is  
  indebted to us.    [Relational needs] 
Petition C:  And do not lead us into temptation, [Spiritual needs] 
  But deliver us from the evil one.” 
[Doxology] [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory for  
  ever. Amen] 

Q: Does our prayer list have the correct framework of God’s priority? 
e.g. How does prayer for provision fit into big picture? 

“And He gave them their request (lust of their heart), but sent leanness into their soul.” (Ps. 106:15) 



A Friend Comes at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8) 
 

5 And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine 
has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and 
he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now 
shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? 8 I 
say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, 
yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 

 



Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking (Luke 11:9-13) 
 

9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and 
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks 
for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he 
asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for 
an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 

 



Unexpected need at inconvenient time! (Luke 11:5-8) 
• Old A.N.E. house structure is a single room similar to a large tent with whole 

family lying down neatly from the door to innermost part of the room. People 
usually travel avoiding the mid-day sun (very hot), hence travel well into the 
night. Hospitality is sacred duty, and the situation is the ‘friend’s friend’s 
need’ who arrived late at night.  

• The point here is not the generosity of the giver, but the ‘persistence’ of the 
one asking!  ‘ἀναίδει’ – ‘shamelessness or shameless persistence’  
“…yet because of his persistence (shamelessness) he will rise and give him as 
many as he needs.” (Lk 11:8)  
This is a very powerful teaching of Jesus. – i.e. ‘This is the law of prayer life 
(spiritual life).’ – i.e. People end up with what their heart really long for.  

 



Jesus’ view of prayer (Luke 11:9-10) 
• Jesus breaks down the process in 3 stages: (1) asking; (2) seeking; (3) knocking 

Jesus’ 1st command: “ASK”; then “SEEK” & “FIND”.   
• What is Jesus’ view of prayer? 100% positive! “Everyone” (1) who asks 

receives; (2) who seeks finds; (3) who knocks it will be opened. If these versus 
are all we have about prayer, this is enough teaching for us to pray for the 
rest of our lives!  

• The questions are: (1) Who is asking God anything in child-like faith? (2) What 
are we asking God? Much of our life is determined by what our hearts are 
seeking God for and perhaps too few are asking God and asking God what 
pleases Him.  

• “You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and 
do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your 
pleasures.” (James 4:3) 



Goodness of the heavenly Father (Luke 11:11-13) 
• God ultimately gives the best of His choice to all our earnest prayer – i.e. The 

Holy Spirit, which is God Himself. That means it is impossible to completely 
waste your prayer, because the One who is answering our prayer is the 
heavenly Father – ‘good beyond our imagination’!  

• When you ask the Father for the ‘bread’ + ‘fish’ & ‘egg’ (extra luxury - protein) 
on top of ‘daily bread’ as are entitled to ask, He will never give us something 
that will harm us – ‘stone’ (looks like bread) & ‘scorpion’ (when curled up 
looks like an egg).  

• All the answer to our prayer will be sanctioned by God the Father.  
“6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him.” (Heb 11:6) 

  


