
 

Altars of Patriarchs 3 - (Gen 13:1-18) 
1. Why was Lot blessed? Association with the blessing of Abraham. If curse is a 

powerful spiritual force, then the blessing of God is far more powerful force (Ex 
20:6; Deut 7:9). Our DNA has memories? (Heb 7:9-10)’ ‘memories of tears’ 
Christians need to deal with the cycle of behaviour bringing curse in our life (Gal 
3:14). “Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying, so a curse without 
cause does not alight.” (Prov 26:2).  

2. New development within Abraham’s family. Source of quarrel: (1) blessings of 
God (what blessings can bring out) – ‘grass & water’ with limited pasture space; 
(2) herdsmen of Abraham & Lot (from helping hands to competiveness);  
(3) Canaanites & Perizzites (= rural people) in (owned) the land (How funny 
neither Abraham/Lot owned any of the land at that time!)  

3. Seeking to preserve the peace Abraham speaks to Lot first: “Please let there be no 
strife between you and me…for we are brethren.” (13:7). Contrary to ANE custom 
of seniority, Abraham let’s Lot choose for himself – i.e. “If you take the left, I then 
I will go to the right…” (13:9).  

4. Looking down from a ‘high vantage point’, Lot looked down eastward to well 
watered plains of Jordan, and chooses for himself ‘all the plains of Jordan’ (13:10). 
It was ‘like the garden of the Lord’ and the ‘land of Egypt’! – i.e. directly watered 
by Jordan rivers without need for rainfall. The other side is hills & mountains. 
(Even now, the soil in this dry region is so rich, it produce the sweetest, juiciest, 
and most aromatic fruits such as pomegranates, bananas, guava, figs, olives, 
watermelon, tomatoes, etc. Imagine free water supply!) 

5. No negotiation, few words spoken between then while they survey the whole 
land. Lot’s great accounting skill at work: ‘All the plains of Jordan’! From natural 
standpoint, terribly unfair for Abraham, but a great deal for Lot himself. A ‘fair 
trade’ would have been to assign one side of Jordan to each! Abraham accepts it 
without negotiation. He has learned from Egypt experience that ‘natural 
expediency’ doesn’t always pay in the long run. There is a difference between 
‘economic principle’ & ‘spiritual principle’: (1) “Only that which you surrender to 
God, you get qualified to receive from the Lord as spiritual inheritance.”; (2) Only 
that which God blesses, stays blessed.  

6. So Abraham decides to stay in the rugged promise land. Lot sets out to pitch his 
tent ‘toward’ the general direction of Sodom. Next time Lot’s family is near the 
city and then inside the city of Sodom (19:1). That decision settled Lot’s destiny, 
and more importantly Lot’s family’s destiny (Lot’s wife & 2 daughters). In the 
beginning Lot may have never thought of living inside the city of Sodom. But 
‘setting the wrong spiritual direction’ was detrimental enough. Sodom was 
extremely wicked & sinful city against the Lord (13:13) – ‘Sodomy’. Lot’s soul was 
‘vexed’ & ‘tormented’ all his life! Not only inside the city of Sodom, but more out 

of what they took out of the city of Sodom! – i.e. Lot lived with 2 incestuous 
daughters & grandsons. Today, many churches are pitching her tent ‘toward’ the 
city of Sodom. The separation of Abraham & Lot is taking place now. Parenthesis 
v.10: (before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) = Prophecy! One day it 
was like the garden of Eden. The next day it was a total wasteland & salt pits. God 
will do it again (2 Pet 2:8-9). With this decision Lot moves toward the city of ‘Zoar’ 
(insignificant/smallness), so Lot’s life recedes into insignificance/smallness. 

7. The Lord spoke to Abraham ‘after’ the separation (‘NOT before’): (1) “Lift your 
eyes now and look from the place where you are – northward, southward, 
eastward, and westward. For all the land which you see I give to you and your 
descendants forever” – (Take your eyes off Lot & look up & beyond limitation & 
boundaries); (2) “I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth so that if a 
man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants could also be 
numbered” – imagine Abraham standing on a raised ground looking up to the dry 
hills of Judea, dust blowing to Abraham’s face, but the very particles of the dust 
turns before Abraham’s eyes as countless children!; (3) “Arise, walk in the land 
through its length, and its width, for I give it to you” – ‘Abraham, let’s go for 
prayer walk together! It’s time to expand the borders of faith & heart’  

8. Why did the Lord speak to Abraham only after the separation? What does this 
separation mean? (1) Full obedience to God’s original call (Gen 12:11-2; Acts 7:4); 
(2) death (surrender) of Abraham’s own vision. How hard it must have been to 
Abraham’s lonely father’s heart. For Lot was the closest thing Abraham had as 
son! However, Lot was never meant to be Abraham’s heir. (Nor Ishmael) But Isaac 
alone. Only when Abraham’s own vision died, he could lift his eyes and see with 
clarity God’s vision for him.  

9. Abraham’s responds by going to dusty Hebron (westward) & builds his third altar 
there before the Lord = Altar of Separation: Separation, not so much between 
Abraham & Lot, but more so of ‘Abraham’s own vision’ from ‘God’s vision’! One 
had to die before the other could live. Tree of Mamre (‘Amorite’). Hebron (‘The 
Hebrew Place’). So important, this place became Abraham’s family burial site! – 
i.e. Abraham would rather be buried here! (Gen 23:19).  

10. Selwyn Hughes’ personal testimony of trying to serve God out of his own zeal for 
God. From the deathbed Selwyn realised that it was his own vision & idealism he 
was serving. Selwyn repented and surrendered to God that He would do what 
God called him to do. “Everyday with Jesus” came out of that.  

Discussion Questions:  
1. How did you respond when you came to a place where your vision had to die? 

How did Abraham respond to God? (See Gen 13:18) 
2. What are the differences between Lot and Abraham? How do we apply it?  
3. Why did God speak ‘after’ the separation? What does this separation mean? 


