
 

The Cross In Us 4: Delivered from the Law (Gal 2-3; Rom 7)  
“For through the law I died to the law that I might live to God.” (Gal 2:19) 

1. We need to be delivered from the law (one of the most neglected major themes in NT 
teaching). Common definition of Christian? (Those who keep 10 commandments).  
a. Did you know that we need to be ‘delivered from the law’? (What is the 

‘appendix’?) ‘I…died to the law that I may live to God’ (Gal 2:19) = ‘exclusive!’ i.e. 
‘If I live unto the law than I cannot live to God!?’ ‘We have been delivered from the 
law…so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit…’ (Rom 7:6) – It is a real 
choice for Christians! Twilight zone Christians gets the worst of both worlds. 

b. Definition of legalism(living under the law, dictated by the law): ‘trying to achieve 
righteousness with God through keeping the law.’ [Gentile version?]: ‘trying to 
achieve spiritual maturity (perfection/approval) through keeping a system of law’ 
(or any ‘set of rules’). ‘Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now 
being made perfect by the flesh?’ (Gal 3:3) How silly to believe any other set of 
rules will do what the perfect law (of Moses) couldn’t achieve in 1000’s years?  

c. We are not promoting lawlessness nor refuting spiritual discipline such as prayer, 
Bible study, fellowship, corporate worship, but of ‘wrong motive & inner stance’.  

2. Mechanism of deliverance - “I through the law died to the law that I might live to 
God” (Gal 2:19) – i.e. the final thing (worst) law can do is execution! The good news is 
that you have been executed already when Christ died for us! “…you also have 
become dead to the law through the body of Christ…” (Rom 7:4) 
a. Before Christ, I was held captive by the law! - glorious provision of Christ is that 

Christ not only died for my sin but my sin nature was executed in Christ! If this is 
true (& it is), then I am no longer subject to the law. I have no more debt to pay!  

b. Rom 7:1-6 - Marriage analogy with the law ~like getting married to a 
‘bully/rebel’. So long as you are in that relentlessly destructive relationship, it is 
bearing a fruit of death within you! (absolute influence of that covenant 
relationship!) – i.e. ‘sinful passions aroused by the law’ (Rom 7:5, 8-11). e.g. Don’t 
eat that chocolate mud cake! What did Christ do? Executed that rebel spiritually & 
legally! i.e. The worst that law can do has been done already.. That means now 
(because of Christ), we are free to marry new husband, i.e. Christ in you! (in love 
relationship with Jesus & bear His fragrance). ‘For he who has died has been freed 
(righteous) from sin’! (Rom 6:7). i.e. We are no longer ‘debtors’ to the law. The 
law can make no more demands to us! Hence we have moved out of the territory 
of the law to the realm of grace! (The righteousness is given to you as a gift!) You 
don’t have try to make God accept you anymore!  

c. Gal 3:10-11 - Galatian Christians were saved, baptised in Spirit with miracles, etc. 
But ‘bewitched & cursed’? (Can Christians come under curse? Is this the greatest 
cause of curse among Christians?) Gal 3:10-11 ‘of (under) the law’ c.f. Deut 
27:11ff. Israel was to invoke ‘curse’ (x12) upon themselves at Mt. Ebal (& blessing 
at Mt. Gerizim) in the promise land! But 12th curse: ‘Cursed is everyone who does 
not continue in all things written in the book of the law to do them’! What chance 

do you have? (i.e. to keep all the laws all the time!) 2 ways forward: (1) by works 
of the law; (2) by faith through grace. ‘No one is justified by the law in the sight of 
God…’ Alternative? ‘just shall live by faith (trust).’ (Hab 2:4) (x3 in NT).  

d. Christ delivered from the law! Hence from the curse of the law! The choice is ours 
which one are we going to subject ourselves under? Set of rules or Christ?  
Q: “Am I relying on keeping the law in order to be righteous with God, or am I 
simply relying on the fact that I believe in the death and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ on my behalf?” Implication: if you rely on the law, then sin will have 
dominion over your flesh & you will inevitably come under a curse! (Rom 6:14) 

e. Two ways: (1) One way is a rope stretched through the clouds to heaven & you 
may walk on the rope all the way to heaven. (2) Or trust Jesus’s righteousness and 
hold on to His hand and walk with Him. He doesn’t tell you everything ahead of 
time, but He wants your trust. Sometimes He seems to be going down, but 
promises He will lead you to the heaven’s door! (Jesus is the door!) Which one? 
No one has ever made it to heaven’s door by walking on the rope (a lot of dead 
bones underneath!)  [Law - works – flesh] VS [Faith (trust) – grace – Spirit]  

3. Way Forward to Spiritual Maturity? Not the law. Then how does one practically grow 
to spiritual maturity? (More than just justification theology?) Rom 8:14 – ‘for as many 
as are (continually being) led by the Spirit of God, these are (mature) sons of God’. 
Also Gal 5:18 – ‘if you are (regularly) led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.’ 
Orthodox Jews 613 laws mostly don't keep. Cannot mix it. Holy Spirit will never 
mislead you or lead you contrary to His Word!  
a. Watch out for fleshly conceit, which empowers flesh & goes against the written 

word! E.g. ‘Holy Spirit told me to divorce my wife & remarry my secretary?’  
b. ‘Not struggling, but yielding.’ ‘Abiding not stressing.’ (John 15:5) ‘When the devil 

knocks, I let Jesus answer the door.’  
c. What does it look like to be led by the Spirit? Instead of focusing on unusual & 

‘spectacular’, focus on ‘steady’ & ‘intimacy’. ‘Being led by the Spirit’ – yielding to 
Spirit’s leading doesn’t necessarily require awesome new relation every hour!) 

4. Purpose of the law? Gal 3:19-24 – Tutor to bring us to Christ. There is nothing wrong 
with the law, but it was God’s tool of diagnostic to expose the ‘rebel in us’! 

5. Which fruit have you been partaking of? Which fruit have I been partaking of?  
a. ‘In their minds some people are constantly mapping out spiritual hierarchy based 

on performance of their own set of rules’. Where does this come from? ‘Self-
Righteousness’ based on (their own version) of the law or set of rules.  

b. This ‘self-righteousness’ based on the law made Paul a murderer! (Phil 3:9-10). 
Paul is saying I don’t want this fruit any more. I want to be a lover of Christ.  

c. Self-righteousness produces in us: ‘condemnation’ & ‘spiritual pride’ at the same 
time! (2 sides of same coin). If you are taking from the tree of life, it will produce 
the fruits of the Spirit. (Gal 5:22). E.g. ‘love, joy, peace’. Character of Christ: 
‘humility & love’ (2 sides of the coin) - ‘It takes the revelation of the Holy Spirit for 
us to see our pride!’ Paul’s example: (Gal 2:6; 1 Cor 15:9; Eph 3:8; 1 Tim 1:15) 


