
 

The Cross In Us 3: Delivered from the World  
“But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” (Gal 6:14)  

 

1. Necessity of Cross: ‘Nearly all deep-seated problems in Christians life arises out of our 
failure to let the cross do its work in our lives.’ (c.f. Matt 16:24-25)  
a. ‘Happiness/joy as a manifestation of inner health’ – ‘chaos’ or ‘orderliness’. Inner 

tug of war dilemma of being human, especially true of Christians! Thus happiness 
is best achieved as ‘by-product of holiness’ not by ‘direct pursuit’.  

b. Jesus redefined happiness in ‘Beatitude’ (Matt 5:2-12) – designed to apply ‘cross’ 
to Old Man and cause ‘spiritual growth’. E.g. ‘Forgiveness’ [70 x 7]  

c. “Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Rom 14:17). – i.e. External VS Internal reality.  

d. Who stole my joy? Continual growth in spiritual life is a great source of joy. When 
we stop growing, we lose sense of purpose! (Rom 8:29). Never grow out of 
learner’s posture (Prov. 3:5-7). Old man (corrupt/deceptive) VS New man (do not 
sin/overcomes). Christians in twilight zone of 2 ages: [SPIRIT: saved-justification, 
SOUL: ‘being saved’-sanctification, BODY: ‘will be saved’- resurrection] 

2. Delivered from the ‘world’ (=‘cosmos’) (Gal 6:14). Distinct from ‘age’ (=‘aeon’). 
a. Defn: ‘social order’, ‘system and/or social structure’ (2 Pet 3:5-6). Why was it 

destroyed? Rebellion against God. Now we live in different ‘world’, but still in 
‘active rebellion against God’. How? Our ‘world’ rejects Jesus’ kingship (Ps. 2). 

b. We are to be delivered from this world that causes great conflict & 
discouragement in us. How? The ‘cross’ between a Christian & the world (Gal 
6:14). i.e. ‘Crucified’ – there is no attraction!’ [from it’s opinions; value systems]  

3. What does God say about ‘us’ and our ‘world’ [On temptation]: [1 John 2:15-17] 
a. Love of the Father & Love of the world is ‘mutually exclusive’ to each other! “We 

know that we are of God, and the whole world lies [in] the wicked one.” (1 John 
5:19). This world & its lust [based on the tree of knowledge] will not last. But he 
who does the will of God abides forever! i.e. ‘true success’ Jesus dealt with all 3 
forms of temptations! ‘[Satan] has nothing (no hook) in Me.’ (Jn 14:30). ‘Jesus 
carried the cross [in His heart] before He carried it on a hill!’ Jesus abided in 
Father’s love: “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.”(Matt 3:17)  
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b. “because you are not of the world, therefore the world hates you…” (John 15:18-
19). Why? “The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it that 
its works are evil.” (John 7:7). What response do we evoke from the world? 
‘thirst or persecution’? or ‘indifference’? ‘Become like this world for evangelism?’ 

c. “Adulterers & adulteresses! (=spiritual adultery) Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God?”...“The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously”? (James 4:4-5) Our God is a jealous God! Our love for God must be 
unquestionable loyalty! ‘It was much harder to get Egypt out of Israelites.’ (c.f. 
Phil 3:17-20). World’s opinion: ‘You are giving up too much, or you are a failure. 
You don’t have what others have…’ I need the Father’s affirmation! ‘He is not a 
fool who loses what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.’ (Jim Elliott)  

 We are pilgrims in this world! Mia’s dream on pilgrimage on moon lit pathway and 
the ‘song of the Lord’ strengthening them [Nearer still nearer] Ps. 84:5-7 & 1 Pet 1:7.  

 Do we need encouragement in this journey? Can you hear the Father saying, “I love 
you My son [daughter], your life of obedience means the world to Me.” 
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‘Smile’: Happiness? Degree of 
inner health  
Evolution of warfare: from ‘open 
war’ to ‘hidden war’ (1 Cor 9:27) 


