
 

Purpose behind Suffering: Story of Choi Sung-bong (Eccl 9:4; Jam 1:2-4) 
To encourage us through a heart-warming story of a boy’s journey. What is God saying?  
1. Korea’s Got Talent show 2011 (June) a boy Choi Sung Bong’s story shocked the audience 

& stolen their hearts. Eventually ended up runner up (2
nd

) by coming short of 280 votes. 
YouTube sensation (Eng Transl. 168M+ Views). Interview starts with questions about Choi: 
a. ‘It’s difficult to tell by looks what you do for living?’ [I’m a day labourer]  
b. ‘Your family section in application form is blank?’ [I was given to an orphanage at 3, 

but after receiving a group beating at age of 5 there, I ran away.] 
c. The how did you survive from 5 if you ran away from orphanage? [By selling chewing 

gums & energy drinks on the streets & in nightclubs for about 10 years]   
d. Did you have someone else with you? [No I was alone. I slept on stairs, or a public 

toilets like a day fly] 
2. Choi Sung Bong’s early life (1990, until up to 14 years of age) 

a. Choi’s memory starts with running away from orphanage and taking a bus trip at 
night. Where he eventually got off is ‘red district’ in a city of Daejeon. After 3 days of 
walking without food he fainted on a street. A young boy who was selling chewing 
gums picked him up and bought him a bowl of noodle. That boy taught him survival 
skills: How to (1) sell chewing gums; (2) buy chewing gums; (3) buy cup-noodle. For 10 
years that 3 simple step was his life. (Always had cup noodles – that’s all he knew)  

b. Choi slept on stairs or public toilet cubical in ‘L shape’ around the porcelain (squirt-
style). A lot of memory of getting ‘beaten up’ (some took money), ‘knifed at’, ‘being 
sold off’ by an older man. At age ~10 Choi was ‘buried alive’ on a mountain in winter 
season. (Wrongly accused for fire in a nightclub – ‘aluminium box fire’). It was the 
first time Choi truly prayed to God! Choi survived because they didn’t compact the 
soil over him (particularly painful memory). By 10 already an alcoholic (& drugs user).  

3. Turn around event @ age 14 through a young Christian music teacher Park Jeong So  
a. Choi didn’t know he could sing. Only connection to song is memory of being deeply 

moved by songs like ‘Island’, ‘street lights’, ‘through love’, @5-6 age.  
b. One hungry evening (had not eaten 4 days), he went into a nightclub to sell chewing 

gum and first encountered a man singing ‘opera style. That gave him desire to ‘sing’ 
like that for the first time. He called up music teacher ‘Park’ through local adv.  

c. Park’s memory: A very skinny boy with sleave-less shirt, pair of shorts & thongs 
(sleepers) in winter (~23-24kg @ age 14) – ‘no parents, no money’. Didn’t even know 
to pay for the tuition fee (shaolin style). At first Park didn’t believe. So he followed 
Choi to his home made of 2 container boxes, no water, no electricity, & a few old 
sheets. How do you sleep? It’s doable with 3-4 layers of clothes. As a young Christian 
uni-student Park cried out to God, “Why do you let this boy suffer so much?” 
(Unbeknown to Park, Choi was ready to give up on life if rejected). Park rallied his 
church to support Choi, and he began to sing in choir. That’s how he became a 
Christian and his life began to turn. (Choi’s 1

st
 positive experience of an adult man)  

4. Education 
a. Choi wanted to go to school & make friends. Until 16 Choi never had a friend of his 

age (surrounded by uncles or grandpas). However, Choi’s never been to school, nor 

have any ID, not even a real name. Until age 14 Choi’s name was ‘I’m Sorry’ (equiv. 
‘Torry’ - mispronunciation) given a local noodle shop lady, because she felt so sorry 
for Choi’s life. One day someone took Choi to local police station and found out his 
real name by matching Choi’s fingerprint, so they found birth ID, and his parents. But 
they didn’t want to meet Choi. At least Choi got the real ID so he could study. 

b. Choi began to learn ABC. Older sisters from church. He obtained primary school 
certificate. He failed secondary school certificate 5 times, but passed on 6

th
 try. With 

the financial support of church elder Choi got into Art High School (as 13
th

 out of 13). 
It was very difficult period because of cultural difference from students. Choi worked 
as a delivery boy after school until 5-6am to help pay for the school tuition fee. Choi 
wanted to give up many times, but Park pushed Choi to finish the high school. 

5. Crisis at age 20 & sudden fame 
a. After graduating high school Choi got accepted in university, but he couldn’t afford 

tuition fee. So he to give up further education. At that time one kind man appeared 
and promised to raise Choi as his son. Choi trusted that word and took up personal 
debt to find him in another city. However, it turned out to be an empty promise. Now 
almost 20 of age, despite the best efforts his life didn’t change at all. Discouraged 
Choi wanted to end his life then. What kept him alive was the debt he owed to other 
kind people. So Choi decided to work as a day-labour until he payed off debt. (Grace!)  

b. Choi had sudden desire to know his real mother. He took up courage and called his 
real mother and arranged to meet her. Her first words, “Why did you come?” ended 
the conversation. Spiralling out of control Choi wanted to kill himself. ~3-4 times Choi 
threw himself off overbridges. He only cracked open his head, but survived each time. 

c. Finally Choi decided to end his life in the ocean (as a shark feed). So he went to 
eastern tip of ocean well known for rough waves & large sharks to end his life there. 
Even went into the water. That’s when Mr. Park called him to go onto the show. Choi 
fought back the idea. Hung up 3 times as already decided to end his life. However, 
Park prevailed and took him back for audition. (Park believes it was God’s idea)     

6. 6 years after KGT – Park’s concern for Choi’s overnight fame: Early morning prayer helped 
a. Choi supports and conducts fundraising concerts for charities (ChildFund Korea), 

assisting orphans, foster families, single moms, juvenile hall  & singing in the 
churches: “Praise Concert”. CD – “I pray”. Book – “Don’t give up. Live on.” Choi 
dreams of bringing ‘healing through music’ & ‘be a messenger of hope in suffering’.  

b. Q: ‘Did you ever blame God? Who is God to you?’ ‘I blamed God like a crazy person, 
pitied myself, and prayed like a crazy person that I would be loved. But God was there 
to guide me through each trial. When valley was deep, the mountain was also high. 
[There is a redemptive purpose of God]. God was teaching me to accept each trial and 
obey Him in it. Everyone has a unique portion of pain in life. I still struggle with 
depression, fear of meeting people, uncertain future. But I am thankful I didn’t give 
up then. Life is a precious gift given to us by God. Let’s go on living and be grateful.’  

c. Choi: “Mr. Park is my teacher, my father, and my friend.” Both see themselves as 
young ordinary Christians. It was a very ordinary day for Park when he first met Choi. 
But that meeting marked change of everything in Choi’s life. With small unnoticeable 
acts of love & kindness, God is also weaving our own redemptive stories each week.  


