
 

Persistent Prayer of a Widow (Luke 18:1-8) 

1. Jesus spoke many parables without clarifying the object lesson of His parables 
each time. However, this time Jesus did summarise the meaning of the parable 
in one simple point: ‘that men always ought to pray and not lose heart.’  

2. This will be the major issue God’s people will face in the end time. i.e. there is 
great power in prayer of the saints, but many will be tempted to lose heart and 
give up praying in faith.  

3. Two main characters: (1) Judge – powerful, highly honoured, but does not fear 
God nor regard man (ungodly & unconscientious); (2) Widow – weak, despised 
by many as the lowest rung of society (no man to protect her), vulnerable with 
usually little money & no influence. But she has one thing positive going about 
her. i.e. She is persistent!   

4. There was a certain ‘miscarriage of justice’ in her life that pained her for 
possibly many years. (Perhaps regarding her family involving children). Why the 
miscarriage of justice? People can easily get away with it from a poor, 
powerless, despised widow without anyone committed to defend her. This was 
done by an ‘adversary’ – ‘someone against.’ “…your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”(1 Peter 5:8) 

5. So the widow comes to the judge to ask for justice to be carried out. But there is 
no reason for this godless lazy judge to work hard to bring justice for a penniless 
widow. So he ignores her in the beginning. But there is one thing the judge didn’t 
know about her. i.e. She is persistent. Day after day she comes to him and asks 
the same thing. At last the unjust judge says, “I better do it to get her off my 
back. Otherwise I will be worn out.”  

6. Jesus tells us to listen to what the unjust judge says! i.e. This is how the corrupt 
judicial system work here on earth. How much more for God’s people, who could 
make direct appeal to God bring down heaven’s justice on earth!  

7. Not a parallel lesson, but lesson of opposites (accentuates the point!): (1) 
‘wicked judge’ vs ‘Heavenly Father’; (2) ‘despised widow’ vs ‘God’s own elect’. 
Thus, HOW MUCH MORE your heavenly Father BRING JUSTICE SPEEDILY, if we, 
the God’s elect would CRY OUT TO GOD IN PRAYER day and night!  

8. ‘Justice of God’ = divine justice of turning many ‘wrongs’ into ‘right’!  
9. Jesus ends this parable with a serious question: “When the Son of Man comes, 

will He really find faith on earth?” This persistent prayer for divine justice is the 
main issue that will face the end time generation. ‘Many would lose heart’ to 
persist in prayer because of the deception they will be tempted to believe: ‘our 
prayer seems powerless.’  

10. E.g. Mike Van Vlyman’s story of a demon pretending to be unaffected by Mike’s 
prayer, but the truth was the demon was greatly trembling inside. 

11. Remember that this poor widow fought to undo personal/family injustice she 
suffered from an adversary. Jesus is redefining ‘faith’ or ‘act of faith’ = 
‘persistent prayer.’ Will there be God’s elect that persist in prayer on earth? The 
persistent prayer of God’s people for ‘justice’ will set the barometer (spiritual 
condition) in the many places of the earth prior to Jesus’ return. Our day and 
night prayer as God’s elect will affect nations and our loved ones. The devil 
comes to ‘kill’, ‘steal’ and to ‘destroy’! He never plays fair.  

12. Last week was one of the most crucial weeks thus far in this century. (1) 15th Jan, 
UN Paris Conference; (2) 17th Jan, UN Security Council; (3) 20th Jan, US 
Presidential Inauguration. Thank you for everyone who stood as watchmen!  
a. Someone prayed for ‘confusion’ for UN Paris Conference – ‘Haaretz’ uses 

same word to describe the mood of the conference.  
b. Someone prayed the ‘cursing’ to turn to ‘blessing’ – in rare move UK refuse 

to sign Paris Convention summary paper signalling the emergence of ‘young 
lion nations’!  

c. Someone prayed for Australia to choose to become the ‘sheep nation’ – 
“Australia became one of the few countries other than Israel to condemn the 
New Zealand-sponsored resolution 2334, with Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull labelling it "one-sided" and "deeply unsettling" (SMH). 

d. Even though summary statement of 70 nations endorsed UN resolution 
2334, it was ‘significantly modified’ to soften the damage originally 
intended by 12 French Ambassadors against Israel! 

e. We prayed on Tuesday night for ‘safe transition of power in US’ on 20th Jan. 
‘Successful inauguration’ took place in the midst of ‘silly rioting’. But not the 
‘mayhem’ many hoped for! I strongly believe the outcome could have been 
much worse if God’s people didn’t cry out to God throughout this week.  

f. What does it mean? Collision of ‘curse’ invoked by the nations are met with 
‘blessing’ of God’s mercy in the nations & its parameters set by the prayers 
of God’s elect! C.f. Zechariah 5:1-4 & Isaiah 60:1-3.  

13. What are the ‘injustices’ that Satan, the adversary of your soul has stolen from 
you, which the Lord is directing you to engage in spiritual battle and take back 
this year through prayer? It could be your personal life, family members’ faith, 
health, promise of blessing, etc. It also includes God’s promise of visions, 
dreams, revelations, deeper walk in the Spirit of God & for GI.  

14. 2017 (5777 in Hebraic calendar) is the ‘year of the flaming sword’: Let’s contend 
for the sword of the Lord to ‘cut through’ the evil works of the devil; ‘cut off’ our 
flesh for spiritual freedom, and ‘cut into’ our spirit for revelation & refinement. 
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