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The Call of God 
Following Jesus (Matt 4:18-22) 
1. The nature of Christian life can be summed up in two simple words: “Following Jesus.” 

– i.e. His teaching, His character, His way of life & everything! And there comes a time 
as we love Jesus & seek to follow Him that at certain moments we become aware of a 
distinct ‘call of God’ on our lives.  
a. These times are the ‘defining moments’ of Christian life that can radically alter the 

trajectory of our life. Often these are also ‘crisis moment’ when we are suddenly 
faced with a choice that could mean ‘death’ to our plans, ideas, security & safety.  

b. The call of God is (1) for every born again believer; (2) uniquely designed for each 
believer (tailor made, no cookie cutter); (3) originates from outside of time; (4) 
bisects our life & often perceived as interruption to the rhythm of life; (5) 
However, the call of God is also the point at which God’s eternal purpose emerge 
out of eternity and begin to impact our life, if we respond rightly.  

2. The call of God is both an ‘invitation’ & ‘summon.’ It cannot be manufactured by men. 
The initiative always rests with God. It flows from God’s sovereign choice.  
a. Matthew 4:18-22, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.” Jesus challenged 

them directly with 2 simple words & without too much ‘explanation’ or 
‘persuasion’. This left them with only 2 choices: ‘To follow or not to follow.’ There 
was no room for bargaining or for compromise.  

b. They were career fishermen and Jesus said, “I will make fishers of men’ (totally 
new concept!). Whatever ‘fishers of men’ meant, a direct challenge was given to 
them that became a burning vision within their heart! God doesn’t always give us a 
lot of explanation of what the end product will look like when he calls, nor tells us 
about the process we will go through in that journey!  

c. ‘They (Peter & Andrew) immediately left their nets and followed Him.’ (v.20). ‘They 
(James & John) immediately left the boat and their father and followed Him’ (v. 
22). (1) Their response had to be ‘immediate’; (2) They had to leave the security of 
their ‘livelihood’ & ‘family concern’ behind them (3) before they could answer 
Jesus’ call to follow Him. i.e. ‘certain price’ attached to answering Jesus’ call. They 
weren’t given next 3 years of Jesus’ itinerary. They just had to follow a person. The 
essence of Christian life is not about following set of ‘rules’, ‘methods’, or 
‘movements’. It is about following a Person – So long as this Person is real to us 
(relationally), we can follow Him. 

d. A testimony of the call of God through a dream that created a personal crisis. I 
have known a call of God to be His messenger since I was a teenager, but there 
came a time (inconvenient) when I had to answer this call: “Therefore, king 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to heavenly vision.” (Acts 26:19) – ‘Even if I am the 
biggest idiot in town, if I have to make mistakes along the way to be true to 
heavenly vision that comes from the Father, then so be it!’ Not very glamorous 
start, but that was my start. Angela is weaving out her story, and so all of us! 

e. Faith is spelled, ‘R-I-S-K’. If we love the Lord, do we have to always look good and 
successful every time we try to follow Him? Or are we willing to embrace ‘some 
failure’ for Him?  

f. Apostle Paul’s Confession: Stage (1) ‘Whatever things were gain to me, these I 
have counted loss for Christ.’ (Phil 3:8) Stage (2) ‘I have suffered the loss of all 
things and (still) count them as rubbish that I may gain Christ.’ (Phil 3:8).   

3. 5 Stages of God’s eternal plan outworked in our lives (Romans 8:28-30; 1 Peter 1:2)  
a. “All things work together for our good” applies only to those who love God and 

those who respond to His call. (When you respond to His call rightly you find 
yourself to belong to special class of people around whom God’s purpose centre.) 

b. Before the call of God comes to our lives God did 2 things from eternity. 
 ‘Foreknew us’: knew us before we were born, from eternity. 
 ‘Predestined us’: God has planned & chosen you for the course of your life in 

detail according to the complete knowledge of who we are. 
 Then follows the journey of ‘Calling’; ‘Justification’; ‘Glorification’ (c.f. Col 3:3-

4) ‘For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 
our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.’  

c. Outcome of walking in God’s call: “conformed to Christlikeness”. No other pathway 
to attaining Christ-likeness except by walking in God’s call for your life.  

d. 2 Tim 1:9 – Our calling is: (1) a ‘holy calling’. It requires a life entirely ‘set apart’ for 
God if we are to fulfil that calling & attain Christlikeness rather than by ‘bitterness’ 
& ‘cynicism’. (2) by ‘grace’ & ‘not by works’. ‘Not striving, but yielding.’ We are not 
called to what we are able to do by our own strength, but what can only be done 
by His grace operating in our lives. (Grace begins where human ability ends). 

Make Your Call and Election Sure (2 Peter 1:10) 
1. Single-mindedness (Matthew 6:33) – We cannot fulfil God’s calling upon our life with 

many distractions and competing priorities. We cannot indulge in every appetites of 
the flesh and fully walk out the call of God upon our life. We must be willing to 
streamline our life so we can run like an athlete. e.g. Dedication of an Olympic athlete  

2. Priority (Luke 14:26-27) – Is there anything you put before Jesus? If there is any clash 
between ‘something & Jesus’ claim upon our life, then our attitude toward that 
‘something’ ought to be, “I hate this.” 

3. Learning to enjoy ‘God’s presence’ & ‘God’s process’ rather than being dictated by 
certain ‘expectations’. Not an easy lesson. Remember that the outcome of the call of 
God is ‘Christ-likeness’ (Character & intimacy with Christ) rather than trophies of 
achievement (danger of ‘professional career ministry’).  
 “Whatever works Christ has done in us, He will credit it to us on that day. But 

whatever works we have done for Him in our strength will be burned up and lost 
forever in that day.” 

 Achievement is temporal but character is eternal. That’s why God always aims at 
developing our character. 

 “How do you do a great work for God? I don’t know. Don’t try to do a great work 
for God…Do small works in great love for God.”  

4. Pursuit of Intimacy as the Goal of Life (Phil 3:10) – Mary of Bethany, King David, Apostle 
Paul – One thing people. What do we really want out of following Jesus had to be 
answered over & over again. People who delight to ‘waste their lives on Jesus’! Is your 
heart satisfied in being in love with God and being loved by God?  


