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A Journey Into Wisdom







Many of the Problems We Have

Come from our Worldview



WORLDVIEW – is the intellectual, 

moral and spiritual filter that each

of us uses to make every decision

that we make” Dr George Barna
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Biblical v Non-Biblical Worldview, Barna 2003

Biblical Non-Bibllical



Barna defines “biblical worldview” as believing 

that: 

absolute moral truth exists; 

the Bible is totally accurate in all of the 

principles it teaches; 

Satan is considered to be a real being or force, 

not merely symbolic; 

a person cannot earn their way into Heaven by 

trying to be good or do good works; 

Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth; and 

God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of 

the world who still rules the universe today.

Definition of Biblical Worldview



Few People Attending Church In The 
U.S. Have A Biblical Worldview

Born Again Christians 9%

Protestants 7%

Mainline Protestants 2%

Catholics <0.5%

Non-denominational Protestant 13%

Pentecostal 10%

Baptist 8%

Barna, 2003 - https://www.barna.com/research/a-biblical-worldview-has-a-radical-effect-on-a-persons-life/



Few U.S. Pastors Have A Biblical 
Worldview!!

All Christian Pastors 37%

Senior/Lead Pastor 41%

Associate/Assistant Pastor 28%

Teaching Pastor 13%

Children’s/Youth Pastor 12%

Executive Pastor 4%

From 2022 survey by Barna - https://christianresearchnetwork.org/2022/09/05/barna-survey-only-4-of-executive-pastors-have-biblical-worldview-why-this-is/



https://www.faithwire.com/2023/10/06/christian-worldview-crisis-dr-george-barna-

reveals-disturbing-reality-behind-shocking-faith-stats/



the world has changed



… A World Without God, A World 

Without Wisdom



You Can’t Stop a Pig from 
Being Dirty!

“I learned long ago not 
wrestle with a pig. You get 
dirty, and besides, the pig 
likes it.”
George Bernard Shaw



THE 
SOLUTION 
ISN’T A 
CLEANER 
PIG!









The Law of Sowing and Reaping

Do not be deceived, 

God is not mocked; 

for whatever a man sows,

that he will also reap.
Galatians 6:7







-יָרֵא ya ̂rê’ – Hebrew Word Translated as Fear

Used 437 times in different forms in OT

Fear of God as terror or dread – Gen 3:10

Awe or reverence towards God

To serve Him and be faithful to Him – Josh 24:14-15

Also includes worship – God’s people are told

to fear Him not other Gods – 2 Kings 17:35-36

Fearing God is linked to obedience to His law – Deut 5:29

To fear God is having a proper response to His holiness Isa 8:13

The phrase “do not fear” ( ירְאוּ ʾ; אַל־ת ִּֽ al-tîrāʾ) is used as 

an encouragement or call for courage

יָרֵא overall describes a positive response or reverence toward God

From the Lexham Theological Workbook







THE HEBREW 
CONCEPT OF 

WISDOM

• The parent root חםhham, meaning “heat,” is 
the root of the word חכם hhakham which 
means “wisdom.”

• The word hham appears in pictographic script 
as                     which shows a wall separating 
water

•   The central idea of the Hebrew word for 
wisdom is one who is able to separate 
between good and bad

• Wisdom involves both knowledge and the 
ability to make use of knowledge. Wisdom 
assumes righteous behaviour, kindness, 
faithfulness, and loyalty R. P. Nettelhorst, “Wisdom,” ed. 

Douglas Mangum et al., Lexham Theological Wordbook, Lexham Bible Reference 
Series (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014).

חָכְמָה (ḥokmâ) 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lxtheowrdbk?art=art1026&off=147&ctx=Concept+Summary%0a~Wisdom+involves+both+kno








WHAT’S 
THE BOOK 
ABOUT?



ANCIENT WISDOM FOR MODERN TIMES 
– BOOK CHAPTERS

■ My journey towards wisdom

■ What is wisdom?

■ Barriers to wisdom

■ Wisdom in faith

■ Wisdom in friendship

■ Wisdom in communication

■ Wisdom in conflict

■ Wisdom in planning

■ Wisdom in education

■ Wisdom in work

■ Wisdom and money

■ Wisdom in leadership

■ Wisdom in love

■ Wisdom in marriage

■ Wisdom in parenting

■ Wisdom in understanding the seasons of life

■ Conclusions



Ancient Wisdom for Modern Times:

Wisdom & understanding the times in which 

we live…



www.inancientpaths.com

Accompanying free workbook



MY FOCUS TODAY IN RELATION TO WISDOM



THE FAMILY

■ Marriage is designed by God – Genesis 2:24

■ You have an enemy (and it’s not your spouse!!)

■ The high calling of husbands – Eph 5:25

■ “Houses and riches are an inheritance from 

fathers, But a prudent wife is from the LORD.” 

(Proverbs 19:14)

■ “The rod and rebuke give wisdom, But a child 

left to himself brings shame to his mother.” 

Prov 29:15

■ “Honor your father and your mother, that your 

days may be long in the land that the Lord your 

God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12).

■ Parents – don’t be tempted to interfere with 

the law of sowing and reaping – Galatians 6:7



FRIENDSHIP
■ Ultimately we should desire to be a friend of 

God - (Exodus 33:11; Isaiah 41:8; 2 

Chronicles 20:7).

■ “A man who has friends must himself be 

friendly” (Proverbs 18:24).

■ “A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born 

to help in time of need” (Proverbs 17:17 NLT).

■ “He who walks with wise men will be wise, But 

the companion of fools will be destroyed” 

(Proverbs 13:20).

■ To be a friend – loyalty, confidentiality, time, 

speaking truth in love, boundaries and 

choosing friends wisely

■ Final tip! Avoid close friendships with friends 

of the opposite sex 



COMMUNICATION

■ “The result of all communication is 

misunderstanding!”

■ “… speaking the truth in love …. (Eph 4:15)

■ “Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a 

wise man, and He will love you; Give instruction to a 

wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just 

man, and he will increase in learning.” (Proverbs 

9:8–9)

■ “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And 

those who love it will eat its fruit.” (Proverbs 18:21)

■ “A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word 

stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1)

■ “Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, Sweetness to 

the soul and health to the bones.” (Proverbs 16:24)

■ “He who has knowledge spares his words, And a 

man of understanding is of a calm spirit.” (Proverbs 

17:27)



CONFLICT
■ “So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be 

swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for 

the wrath of man does not produce the 

righteousness of God” (James 1:19–20).

■ The danger of offense - “A brother offended is 

harder to be won than a strong city” (Proverbs 

18:19).

■ The lure of triangulation - “… if your brother sins 

against you, go and tell him his fault between 

you and him alone. Matt 18:15

■ The power of forgiveness and the danger of 

unforgiveness – watch out for the torturers! 

Matt 18:21-35

■ “To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover 

that the prisoner was you.” Dr Lewis Smedes



Wisdom in a 

World

That’s Lost Its 

Way





Ultimately, 

wisdom is a call

into relationship 

with God Himself



“The call of God is like the call of 

the sea— no one hears it except the 

person who has the nature of the sea 

in him. What God calls us to cannot 

be definitely stated, because His 

call is simply to be His friend to 

accomplish His own purposes. Our real 

test is in truly believing that God 

knows what He desires. The things 

that happen do not happen by chance— 

they happen entirely by the decree of 

God.”

Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His 



THANK YOU
reuben@bolocorose.com
www.inancientpaths.com

mailto:reuben@bolocorose.com
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