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The Gospel of Luke – Birth of a Prophet (1:57-80) 

Messenger of Repentance 

1. The Christmas story is about two babies, not one. Then why do we 
overlook John? (1) Not romantic or photogenic? John’s father and mother 
were old. (2) John’s lifestyle doesn’t blend well with Christmas? He had 
the wilderness rather than stars and lights, locusts rather than turkey for 
dinner. John doesn’t fit into Christmas family scene. (3) John’s message 
was ‘repentance.’ We don’t like this kind of message on a Christmas day. 

2. The story of John begins the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel of Mark opens up with the following:  
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I 
send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.” “The voice of the one 
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make his paths straight.” (Mark 1:1-3 c.f. Mal 
3:1; Is 40:3).  

The voice crying out is not the voice of Jesus Christ, but the voice of John the Baptist. All four gospels 
start with John, not Jesus. God refuses to start the good news of Jesus apart from John, Jesus’ cousin 
just 6 months older. Why? The message John carried, prepared the hearts of God’s people to receive 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. John’s life mission was to prepare the way for Christ. A king in those days 
sent his herald ahead of him to make the people ready for his coming. What then was the message of 
John? REPENT and BELIEVE. This was Jesus’ message, and the apostles’ message.   

3. The story starts with the village talking about the old Elizabeth. She was the village news. You can 
imagine the people gossiping about Zacharias and Elizabeth in the last 4 months of her pregnancy as 
she began to show. (Elizabeth managed to hide herself from the wagging tongue for the first 5 months, 
Lk 1:24). They could very well have been debating (1) whether Elizabeth could carry the baby full term 
at her age; (2) if she did succeed whether she can survive the delivery; (3) and if she survived whether 
she will deliver a healthy baby. (There was in those days no epidural, caesarean, ultrasound, or 
amniotic fluid tests.) Furthermore, Zacharias had been struck with ‘mystery muteness’ and out of 
action for 9 months.  

So at the news of the safe delivery of a healthy baby boy, the neighbours and relatives rejoiced at 
God’s mercy. It was an occasion for great joy when you consider the mother’s age, and that the baby 
boy could now carry on the family name and the family calling in the priestly bloodline.  

Prophetic Name 

4. 8 days after birth came (1) baby boy’s circumcision (Gen 17:12; Lev 12:3); and (2) naming of the baby. 
In the OT, name was often given at birth. By now the custom was to name the baby after the father or 
one of the relatives, eg. ‘Zacharias Jr’, along with circumcision, (Note: Romans named their boys on the 
9th day & Greeks on the 7th or 10th day). 

a. Note Elizabeth was emphatic, “He shall be called John” (God is gracious). She rejected the custom 
and the family’s idea of naming the baby after his father, Zacharias (God remembers). The father 
and the son had different mission from God. 

b. The family protested against breaking from tradition - priestly line means priestly duty and priestly 
name, and the boy must carry on the father’s legacy of being in the priestly family. Finally they ask 
the baby’s father. Zacharias should have been the first person to be consulted, but he was left out 
of the whole process because he’d been ‘mute’ for the past 9 months. 

c. They gave him a writing tablet, an ancient iPad – a board covered with wax that could be etched. 
Zacharias wrote, “His name is John.” In Greek, ‘John’ comes first, ie. the literal translation is “John IS 



Page | 2  
 

his name.” (Lk 1:63) Why? The angel already named John before his conception just like Jesus (Lk 
1:13). This was heaven’s name for John.  Zacharias’ naming of his baby boy was in direct obedience 
to the word of the Lord that came to him 9 months earlier even before his conception! This gives us 
a glimpse of the vision of God’s sovereignty! 

d. At this very moment, suddenly Zacharias’ tongue is loosened, and he speaks out a powerful 
prophetic praise and utterance, often referred to as Benedictus. The supernatural signs surrounding 
John’s birth brought fear (awe) upon them all and upon all who dwelt around them (Lk 1:65). Now 
they are not just talking about the old pregnant mother, but the old father who suddenly broke out 
of his ‘muteness’ in a powerful prophecy, and the baby boy that broke all man’s tradition and 
religious expectation. “What kind of child will this be?”  

Divine Pause & Divine Alignment  

5. Zacharias starts to speak again! 

a. The ‘divine pause’ imposed on Zacharias for 9 months was now ‘un-paused’ as Zacharias named his 
baby boy ‘John’ according to the word of the Lord. 9 months earlier Zacharias’ unbelief in the 
presence of the angel caused the ‘pause’ on his life, mute and disengaged from the normal course 
of life. But now Zacharias aligned himself in faith with God’s revealed purpose by obeying the word 
of the Lord, and named his son ‘John’ against the traditional norm and customs of his day. And his 
faith and obedience ‘loosened his tongue’ and ‘un-paused’ his life. So it is with us. ‘Unbelief’ takes 
us ‘out of alignment’ with God’s divine purpose and puts a ‘spiritual pause’ in our lives - until faith 
aligns us again rightly with God’s purpose.  

b. What was God’s purpose in imposing muteness on Zacharias for 9 months? Was it God’s judgment 
or God’s mercy? Perhaps both. God separated Zacharias out and pulled him aside for 9 months of 
silence, intense prayer & meditation concerning the visitation of Gabriel and its prophetic 
significance, which entailed (1) his soon-to-be-born child’s mission for life; and (2) God’s purpose 
for their time and generation. John was to go in the ‘spirit and power of Elijah to turn hearts and 
prepare the way of the Lord,’ (Lk 1:15-17) directly pointing to the COMING of the MESSIAH!’   

c. It took 9 months of deep meditation and saturating his mind with the Scriptures in the light of his 
encounter with the angel, for Zacharias to speak with tremendous prophetic clarity and vision.  
Zacharias’ song, Benedictus is filled with deep understanding of God’s prophetic purpose and the 
ripeness of time. I believe Zacharias’ words of blessing delivered with powerful anointing and 
accuracy, penetrated John’s spirit regarding his life’s calling and destiny, and brought about the 
‘divine alignment’ early on in his life. This is a unique feature of John’s life. 

6. Zacharias - the Model of a Spiritual Father 

a. Let’s not underestimate Zacharias for his initial unbelief. He was a godly man who lived righteously 
as a priest. Yet Zacharias’ greatest legacy was not what he would achieve personally, but bringing 
forth of a son who was to be the greatest prophet born of a woman. Zacharias’ role was not simply  
to do the ‘act of miraculous begetting’ at an old age. He was to be (1) the model of godly parent as 
the vessel of righteousness before God (Lk 1:6); (2) the guardian of the revelation of God’s 
prophetic destiny for his child John, and for Israel God’s people; and (3) the channel for the release 
of God’s prophetic destiny into his son, beginning with giving John his prophetic name and 
dedicating him to God on the 8th day. This was the greatest spiritual inheritance Zacharias left for 
his son. (Many of today’s parents do not have a clue on their children’s calling & destiny in God.) 

b. What is the greatest inheritance we can leave to our children? What is the greatest blessing father 
and mother could pass on to their children? Is it giving them the best education? This is the aim of 
many Asian parents. Or is it leaving them large sums of money? Or is it bringing them up in the high 
class neighbourhood? John didn’t have any of these as he went into the school of wilderness at an 
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early age, living close to the desert where 30 min into the east, jackals and hyenas came out from 
the Jordan jungle.  

Most probably John didn’t have lots of memories of playground & birthday parties, as his parents 
probably died when John was still young. Did he have a lonely childhood? Maybe. But the Scripture 
says that John didn’t have any developmental problems either physically, mentally or spiritually. 
“So the child grew and became strong in spirit.” (Lk 1:80). “And the hand of the Lord was with John.” 
(Lk 1:66) – the most important thing in our life.  

c. How? What was it that Zacharias imparted to his son? God’s word of destiny that touched John’s 
spirit and brought divine alignment in his life. This was the unique feature of John’s life. He had 
razor sharp clarity about his life’s mission.  

Mal 3:1, 4:5-6; Is 40:3 contain the 3 main prophetic Scriptures about John’s life. John quotes Is. 40:3 
four times as his primary self-understanding in each of the four Gospels (Matt 3:3; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 
3:4-6; John 1:23). It is also quoted by the angel of the Lord before John’s birth (Luke 1:17); by 
Zecharias at his birth (Luke 1:76); and by Jesus before his disciples (Matt 11:9).  

7. Zacharias’ song - Benedictus 

Zacharias’ song is drenched in Scriptures and deep spiritual understanding. We would expect Zacharias’ 
song to be all about his little boy. But his 12-verse song is all about the Messiah and what God would 
do for His people Israel, and only 2 verses about John. 

a. Thanksgiving for the Messiah (v.68-70) - Zacharias praises God for visiting and redeeming His 
people by raising up the ‘horn of salvation’ in the bloodline of David. The horn is the symbol of 
strength, so the ‘horn of salvation’ means ‘mighty salvation’ or ‘mighty saviour’. God promised 
Israel about 400 times in OT that He will send them His Messiah, who will be a ‘David-like King’. 
Jews looked back to the golden era of David’s Kingdom and longed for another king just like David, 
who gave them peace and prosperity. And God promised Israel He will do it again for His people. 
Zacharias is exulting and praising God that He has finally done it! 

b. The Great Deliverance and Freedom (v.71-75) - Deliverance and freedom from what? Their enemies 
and those who hated them. Jews have enemies and they are hated more than any other people 
group in history. After King David they never again had united kingdom or peace. The 10 tribes 
rebelled and they were taken away by Assyrians. The 2 tribes too disobeyed and were taken away 
by Babylonians. Then came Persians, Greeks, and finally Romans, who all oppressed them. Now the 
Messiah will finally deliver Israel and set free them from all her enemies. What was the end goal of 
this freedom? ‘To serve God without fear in ‘holiness’ and ‘righteousness’ before Him all the days of 
our life.’ (v.74).  

c. John’s calling (v.76-77) – This is a direct address by the father to his son, to his inmost spirit, “And 
you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways…” Note that there has been no prophet in Israel for 400 years.  

Kings in those days always sent their forerunners them before they visited any place. The 
forerunner would make sure that road is prepared for the king’s royal visit. This was how Zacharias 
saw John his son’s lifetime mission. How will John do it? By giving people the knowledge of 
salvation, not the salvation itself. How? By telling people to have their sins dealt with. If we want 
people to be truly free, we have to tell them to deal with their sins by receiving forgiveness. Only 
Christ offers unconditional pardon of our sins. This is not being let off. Sin has to be fully and 
completely paid for, and God did it for us. And He forgives those who repent of their sins. The 
reason why so many people’s sins are undealt with today, is because they are not told to repent. 
That’s why John went to Jordan river and baptised people, to wash away their sins. This is the good 
news & this preparation is necessary to receive the good news of salvation. (v.76-77) 



Page | 4  
 

d. Messiah’s Salvation (v.78-79) – God’s salvation comes through His tender mercy! The gospel is the 
clearest demonstration of God’s mercy. The whole nation of Israel had been going through the long 
dark night of the soul, and they had been living in the shadow of death. But now the dawn was just 
about to break over them. The pathway was becoming visible. And they were going to be guided 
into that pathway - that of ‘shalom’ – peace, rest, harmony, wholeness, security, wellbeing, 
completeness. We live our days in the shadow of death until we come to the light of Jesus Christ. 

John’s childhood was an unusual one. He was raised and trained by the Spirit in the desert, with only 
clothes made of camel’s hair to wear, and eating locust and honey for food. It was to take 30 years for 
this young man to be prepared, so that one day God would use him as His greatest prophetic voice. 
John was to soon go forth and prepare the way of the Lord - in the wilderness.  

Also at the very edge of the wilderness was the little town called Bethlehem. Now we are ready to hear 
the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Discussion Questions 

1. John preached repentance as did Jesus and the apostles, as the way of entering God’s Kingdom. How 
clear is the message of repentance in the modern church? How strong is it in your walk with God? 

2. Did you receive a prophetic name from your parents? If so, what is the meaning of your name? 
If not, do you have a name that you’d want to adopt prophetically for your life, and why? 

3. Have you ever experienced a ‘divine pause’ being put on your life like Zacharias? What was your 
response? And what aligned you and put you back on the pathway of faith and obedience to God? 

4. What is the greatest blessing you have inherited from your father and mother? And what would you 
like to leave as a lasting inheritance for your natural and spiritual children as a spiritual father or 
mother?  

5. John the chosen child grew up in the wilderness. It was hardly a place for good childhood development 
in human thinking, but it was the place of divine providence and preparation for John’s lifetime task. 
How should you then view the wilderness experience in your own life? 


