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From Confusion to Confidence (Ps 73:1-28) 
 

Introduction 

1. The Psalmist’s complete honesty is so refreshing!  

a. Asaph is both ‘worship director’ and ‘a seer’ during the time of Hezekiah (2 Chr 29:30). Most of all, Asaph is 

an honest man!  

b. The psalmist is sharing with us his own crisis of faith and how he had resolved it. 

2. Orientation  Disorientation  Reorientation 

a. Mighty struggle between ‘faith’ VS ‘fact’ 

b. It seems that the good and honest people suffer the most in contrast to the wicked who are at ease. 

 

1. Conclusion is stated in the beginning (v.1). It is the statement of his faith and the truth he firmly held onto. 

a. ‘that God is good’ - God is not some happy chance, impersonal force, or ethereal mist.   

God’s very personable DNA: ‘compassionate; gracious, slow to anger; abounding in love; faithful; forgiving; 

just/righteous’ (Exodus 33:6-7) 

NT states in 3 words: that ‘God is love.’ (1 Jn 4:15) 

b. ‘that God is good to those who are pure in heart’ (faithful & loyal to him) 

i.e. that there is a reward in being godly person. 

2. Now this faith is deeply shaken to the core (v.2-3). His spiritual life is undergoing such crisis that he had almost 

completely lost his grip of faith altogether. It is more than intellectual problem, but a moral problem!  

Why?  Because his experience doesn’t seem to match up with his faith! 

a. He sees the undisturbed prosperity of the wicked. Asaph got sick to the stomach of their haughtiness, and he 

became ‘envious’ of their prosperity. This is honesty talking. The envy is responsible for the 1
st
 murder in 

history. So also the worst sin in history – i.e. ‘crucifixion of Christ’ because of envy. Envy can get right into a 

man of God! This is how it happened with Asaph. Order of progress of sin: thought  word  deed.  

b. What did Asaph do? He studied the life of the wicked people around him.   

3. The prosperity of the wicked (v.4-12) 

a. The state of the wicked (v.4-5): No struggles; healthy bodies right up to the deathbed; free from life’s common 

burdens; free from common human ill. (Because these people seem to be excused from common troubles of 

life that plagues the psalmist, they take on extremely haughty attitude toward life and others.) 

b. The actions of arrogance (v.6-7): open & manifest pride (shown in their neck with their ‘necklace of pride’); 

they even resort to violence; iniquity; creative expressions of their evil stuns the psalmist. ‘their evil 

imagination have no limits’ (NIV). ‘their eye bulge with abundance’ 

c. The expression of their mouth (v.8-9): scoffing; threatening of oppression; arrogant talk that encompasses 

heaven and earth; Open & direct defiance of God. ‘Their tongue takes possession of the earth’ (NIV) or ‘struts 

through the earth’ – i.e. they reach the top of society quickly. They are self-made men. Therefore they don’t 

need God. So they are not afraid to speak against God. And nothing happens to them.  

d. People’s reaction to them (v.10): Sucking up to them in a major way. These people are admired and envied by 

the world. How did they climb up the corporate ladder so quickly? ‘By stepping on top of people below them 

and licking the shoes of people ahead of them.’ It doesn’t matter how they got there, they got there and the 

world excuses them and envies them and makes hero out of them. 

e. Their self-righteous talk (v.11): ‘How does God know?’ ‘If I have done wrong let Him strike me’   

f. They make money (v.12): ‘They increases in riches’ The money comes easy to them. The system favours the 

rich generally.    

g.  Psalmist’s summary observation: Always carefree, they increase in wealth.  Their oppression and power abuse 

always seems to work in their favour. 

4. Psalmist’s dilemmas (v.13-14): “Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I washed my hands in 

innocence.” There is no benefit in living a godly life before God.  

a. The oppression seems to work for the wicked and God seems to be sleeping. [Does God care?] When being 

honest and truthful doesn’t pay and dishonesty and wickedness pays what’s the point being righteous? 

b. The psalmist is sick, oppressed, he feels that he is more strictly held to by God than the wicked in all their 

wickedness.  [Is this faith worth keeping?] It is too heavy and costly to continue to keep this faith.  

c. Psalmist is in a position of instructing others, so he can’t unload this weight on them. How can I testify that 

God blesses the righteous when the very opposite seems to be true in life? I have to keep it all to myself so I 

don’t discourage others who are new in faith. This is a positive start. For the sake of others, I will restrain 

myself = mature response.  

d. When he is trying to understand this all, it was too oppressive! He can’t understand it by himself at home. 

5. Temptation in such times (v.15-16)  get an easy answer that are not real answers at all (carrying on with life 

without some answers to the problem hurts too much) 
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a. Natural human response  to find someone to blame – i.e. ‘hunt for scapegoats’. i.e. blame others (husband, 

wife, parents, church) or even blaming the devil in such a way to shed ‘personal responsibility’.  

b. Letting out emotional frustration to someone else, or some other cause provide us with easy temporary relief. 

E.g. ‘Anger management’, but it usually ‘takes us nowhere’ (usually releasing negative energy comes back 

with interest). Blaming and finding relief is easy, but changing wrong thinking & attitude is much harder work.  

c. Choose to stay with the pain until you get the real answer to the real problem, because in God & in God’s 

Word, there is always answer to the problems.  That is the answer. 

d. A lot of problem in life arises out of not being able to see life steadily as a ‘whole’! 

“Dead reckoning” – “Sometimes sailors will attempt to establish the position of their ships by estimating the 

distance and direction they have travelled, rather than by astronomical observation.  This is called “dead 

reckoning”.  It is sometimes necessary in foul weather but it is fraught with peril.  One mariner has said: 

“Undue trust in the dead reckoning has produced more disastrous shipwecks of seaworthy ships than all other 

causes put together.” (Selwyn Hughes,‘A Fresh Vision of God’, Day 223)  

Our lives are a bit like a boat on a sea. When we try to measure the progress of our lives by dead reckoning 

(comparing to others) our feet will slip too. We must get the direction from unchanging constellations of the 

Word of God.   

6. The psalmist’s view of life changes drastically with one little word - i.e. ‘until’ (v.17) 

a. Revelation (illumination by the Holy Spirit) – Something in life only God can explain to us.  

e.g. A woman who watched TV all day (when she heard God speak to her, the Creator’s very breath and life 

entered into the fibers of her being and gave her strength to go on)  

Apostle Paul on the road to Damascus (No amount of argument would have convinced Paul, to which religion 

he had devoted the whole of his life so far until Paul had an encounter with the risen Lord.) 

b. Where? Sanctuary of God – place of worship and fellowship (Church). When it is the last thing you want to do 

that’s when you may really need to be in God’s sanctuary with God’s people in worship. 

c. In the sanctuary of God Asaph saw the life as a whole steadily – i.e. ‘he saw his life in view of eternity’. And in 

view of eternity, the final destiny is everything! 

“You cannot see the life as a whole simply by seeing the whole of life on his side of life. You can only see life 

as a whole when you see the life as an integrated part of eternity.”  

This is only possible by the light brought to you by the Holy Spirit and Scripture. 

7. The end of the wicked (v.18-20). 

a. The moment they die, everything comes to a sudden, violent, total destruction. 

b. The question: ‘What is God doing?’ is answered. That is ‘God’ is placing them on a slippery ground – for utter 

destruction.  

c. Success of the wicked is short-lived. God is asleep? When ‘God awakes’ (figuratively) whatever the success & 

prosperity the wicked have enjoyed will recede back to ‘fantasy state’ or ‘dream-like-state in a moment as they 

are no longer a reality in eternity. They defied God, now God defies them. God has the last say! There is 

justice, and God is the Judge – albeit a very patient One. [The psalmist’s envy went out of him] 

d. ‘Do you envy the wicked doing well in life?’ Would you secretly wish to swap places with them? Whatever the 

‘blessing’ they can’t take to eternity. There is a way to take true ‘riches’ into eternity, but not the riches of the 

wickedness. 

8. Reorientation continues (v.21-24) 

a. His view of the wicked – reoriented. Envy went out of psalmist.  

b. His view of God – reoriented. God is not asleep! He is actively working in this life and through eternity. 

c. His view of life – reoriented. 

d. His view of himself – reoriented (v.21-22). I was like a beast before God – i.e. animals live for this world only.  

e. His view of the personal relationship with God – reoriented (v.23-24). 

 It is God who holds my by right hand.  It was God who led him to the sanctuary. 

“I am held by God.”  

 God will continue to be with him for the rest of life and lead him to eternal rest unlike the wicked. 

 The psalmist is sure of his final destiny – ‘He will receive me to glory’ unlike the wicked (c.f. 2 Tim 4:6-8) 

9. The rest of the psalm is the worship of God (v.25-28) 

a. Psalmist discovers the true treasure of his life – not what God can do for him, but God himself. His heart’s 

desire! “Whom have I in heaven but You, and there is none upon earth that I desire besides You.” (v.25) 

b. Asaph may be sick, but he is not afraid of the old age – “My heart and my heart fail but God is the strength of 

my heart and my portion forever.” (Gen 15:1, “I am your exceedingly great reward.” C.f. 2 Cor 4:16-18) 

c. Reverse statement of v.1, but the same truth (v.28). 

d. Personalised truth – ‘But as for me, it is good to be near God.’ I am going to run full speed ahead toward God, 

not away from Him! 

e. Personal vow to continue to trust God and declare all His works – i.e. Praise & tell others about God!  


