
 

Christians at Work 2 – Redeeming Our Work for God 

Aim:  

1. To help us dedicate our work unto God, hence engage our faith with our daily work. 
2. To discuss with examples as to how we can redeem our work in a fallen world and 

glorify God in it through partnership with the Holy Spirit. 

Recapitulation 

1. Artificial divide between Secular vs Sacred (Greek & Hebrew thinking).  
Reformation catch phrase: All works are equal in value to God. 

2.  Work in Creation before the Fall and after the Fall 
a. Purpose of Work – (1) Pleasure & creativity; (2) Character development; (3) 

Partnership towards Maturity 
b. Effect of the Fall – (1) Work became difficult (thorns & thistles); (2) Work became 

meaningless; (3) Work became our personal identity.   

Q1.  How do we redeem our work while we still live in this fallen world?  
        How far can we expect to redeem our work for God?  

Redeeming our Work 

1. Offer It to God – ‘Consecrate it to God’ from secular to sacred (Rom 12:1-2)  
a. For Christians nothing we do in life is to be ‘secular’ unless it is immoral or sinful. 

2. Loving Myself and My Family (1 Thess 4:11-12; 1 Tim 5:8)  
a. The role of a husband in providing for the family is a vital expression of his faith 

before God.  
b. Challenges of the post-industrial world for men. We have to overcome this with 

prayer and faith.  
3. Loving My Neighbour 

a. Have enough for ourselves first, and then to give to those in need.  
Principle of tithing still stands.  

b. Our work as an expression of our love for those whom we serve (Not just for 
money). “Do it as unto the Lord” (Col 3:23-24). Slavery the worst job ever? 
Biblical advice to slaves is not to rebel (Revolution), but to serve the Lord in it. 
There is also an advice for the masters (employers). 

4. Glorifying God  
a. Spirit of ‘excellence’ (2 Peter 1:5-9) – 1st virtue in developing Christian character! 

‘You glorify God in the way you do your job, not in the type of job you do.’  
b. Onesimus (useful) in the letter to Philemon. Once unprofitable, but now 

profitable. To receive him again as more than a slave, but a beloved brother. If 
then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me. 

c. Place of godly influence & Christian witness (personal testimony?) –  
 

(1) spirit of excellence is important for the effectiveness in witnessing;  
(2) heart of the person important – i.e. motivation.   

5. Path to Spiritual Maturity 
a. Partnership with God in solving challenges - spirit of wisdom & revelation. 

Personal testimonies.  
b. Relationships in work situation strengthens different areas of our character and 

brings maturity. 

 Personal testimony of dealing with difficult people? Forgiveness has to be 
exercised here. 

 Medieval spirituality (St. Benedict, 6thC Convent): (1) Contemplative Prayer; 
(2) Meditation in the Scriptures; (3) Labour.  
Luther: (1) Study of the Word; (2) Life of Prayer; (3) Testing of Faith.   

 Warning against sluggish attitude – “Go and learn from the ants… “ Prov 6. 
Ants can lift 12 times their body weight and are disciplined. Boredom is a 
brother to sin. David & Bathsheba?  

Q2.  How do we glorify God through our work? 
        How do we NOT glorify God in our work?  

Future 

1. Work when Jesus returns – Perfect balance of ‘Work’ & ‘Worship’ 
a. Serving/Worship is the same word ‘λατρεία’ [Creation & Re-creation] 
b. Work, Rest & Leisure balance today – Do you have energy to engage in 

something of your interest beyond the job you are doing after work? (Eccl. 11:6)  
2. Why our work matters today 

a. Work & Reward dynamic – Is there a reward for the work I have done unto God? 
(1 Cor 15:58; Rev 22:12) What is the criteria of Jesus’ reward?  

b. Redundant jobs & continued jobs? E.g. preachers & doctors?  

Q3.  How has your view on work changed through this discussion session?  

Personal & Practical Questions 

1. How do we balance work and rest? Do you believe you have the right balance? How 
do you know when you are off balance? 

2. Can you share how you have overcome difficulties in your work through partnership 
with God? How did it strengthen your faith?  

3. Are there changes you need to make about your work as the result of this study? 
4. Are you looking forward to the return of Jesus? What criteria would Jesus use to 

assess all our labour in life, including our job? 

End with prayer, dedicating our work to God as sacred activity, and also pray for 
another. 


