
Psalm 37 – When the Wicked seems to Prosper 
 
Intro 
Psalms: Israel’s Hymnals, poetry laced with theology and prophecy 
“Tehillim” Hebrew name of the book, means: Praises 
Greek: Psalmoi: “ a poem to be sung to a stringed instrument”. Therefore, we have our Psalms 
Most quoted OT book in the NT 
It’s actually 5 books put together: It always bugged me that the bible was 66 books, but then Psalms 
is 5 books, thus the bible is 65+5, thus 70 books! 
 
Sources: 
73 David 
12 Asaph, Head of Davids choir 
12 Sons of Korah 
2 Solomon 
1 Herman, the Ezrahite 
1 Ethan, the Ezrahite 
1 Moses 
48 Anonymous 
150 ( Total) 
 
A good way of meditating on Psalms is breaking it down to the 3 P’s 
Past: What did it mean to David/author? 
Present: What does it mean to Israel now? 
Personal: What does it mean to me? 
 
Psalm 37: “What is our response, as Gods people, when the wicked seemingly prosper” 
Part of what is classified as “ Imprecatory Psalms”: are those that invoke, judgement, calamity or 
curses, upon ones enemies, or those perceived as the enemies of God. Major ones are Ps 69 and 
109. Others are 5,6,11,12,35,37,40,52,54,56,58,79,83,137,139 and 143. 
 
It is also an Acrostic Psalm, approximately every other verse begins with a successive letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet 
 
BACKGROUND: Israel has a covenant relationship with God, if they disobeyed, God would chasten 
the land ( invasion, drought, famine), if further disobedience, He would take them out of the 
land(captivity). ( Deut 11, 33:28, Lev 2:3-20). However it seemed that the wicked were prospering 
and God wasn’t doing anything about it! Prophet Habakkuk struggled with this too, David in many 
Psalms also talks about this..David in this Psalm takes the long view, for the answer 
 
This was probably written when David was older (v25), and the underlying theme seems to be: 
When the wicked prosper we should: 

 Turn to God 

 Be content in Him 

 Continue doing what is RIGHT in His eyes 

 Trust the LORD, to judge righteously 
 
It seems to encourage us to stay the course, and not fall along the wayside in our response as 
Christians when the wicked prosper: 
We can have 2 main negative responses, in contrast to what King David is encouraging us to do: 



1) Get really angry and lash out/ respond in kind. Fight evil with evil, go down to their level to 
win, but this means we are no better than them 

2) We give in to the temptations, thinking, “We’ll, God doesn’t seem to care, if that person can 
do it, without any repercussions, so can I!” 

 
TV/Movies: in the past was clear cut, good v evil, and good triumphs, nowadays, so called hero’s 
have evil tendencies, and the villain has redeeming qualities, thus blurring the lines on what is 
acceptable. Shades of grey, do whatever you like as there are no absolutes in life. Because if there 
are no absolutes in life, thus there must be no GOD! 
 
You can break this Psalm various ways: 

1) The 4 Assurances: 

 God can be trusted v1-11 

 God understands your situation v12-20 

 God blesses His people v21-31 

 God judges the wicked v32-40 
 

2) 3 sections 

 Turn to God, when evil people prosper( Our internal response and action)v1-11 

 Rest and trust God (Our Protection and Provision) v12-26 

 Doing what is right, when evil prospers, trust the Lord and watch His judgement 
come to pass.( Our external response and action)v27-40 

 
A) Read V1-11 ( Our internal response to the the evil in the world) 

 
Our internal “What not to do” 

 “Fret not”: mentioned 3 times (v1,7,8): Charah: (to be hot, furious, burn, become 
angry). Don’t allow yourself to get so worked up about it, that it troubles your day 
by day. Don’t let it get under your skin. We should be upset in the injustices in this 
world, but, don’t let it grow and grow, that it consumes you. We need to release it 
to God, showing that we trust Him and that He is in control. He knows that feelings 
like these, when you have been wronged by bad people, who seem to go on and 
prosper, will eat you away on the inside if you do not let it go, give it to God! 

 Don’t envy evildoers: v1 Do we delight in Gods ways, or part of us finds it 
restrictive? We wish we could indulge in the fleshly pleasures of sin.  

 Cease from Anger/ forsake wrath: By going out and destroying my enemy, I feel 
good for a moment but a part of me has hardened or died, and I have taken a step 
away from God.  
 

Our internal “What to do instead” 
David exhorts us to shift our focus to the LORD. He mentions “the LORD” 5 times 
from v3-9.5 number of GRACE.  
2 Cor 12:9 “ My Grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness” 

So how do we do it? 

 Trust the LORD: (v3a,5) and HE will vindicate you(v6) 
Question: “What does it mean to trust the LORD in difficult times?” Give eg 

 Obedience: (v3b) Do good, dwell in the land, have faith, leave in in Gods hands. Go 
about your day to day. Commit the issue/ person to the LORD, and carry on with 
serving Him and our family, work, with the best of our ability.  
Question: How do we obey Jesus in difficult times? 



 Rest in the LORD: (v7,9) Read Heb 4:11,14-16. Only when we let go and rest, then HE 
can step in for us. The areas we see the most blessings are in the areas we are not 
worried, but areas we see the least blessings flowing is in areas we worry the most! 

 Meekness/Humility: (v11) Realise we cannot do it on our own, first we need a 
Saviour then we need to be led by the HS, we need to humble ourselves and seek 
God, as the benefits are, we inherit the earth, and have abundance of peace. Rom 
8:28, is the now we can experience but the greater fulfilment of this is when Jesus 
comes again! Matt 5:5 ( Beatitudes) 

 Delight in the Lord: (v4) Be lost in His love, I always tie this verse with Psalm 27:4, 
also Matt 6:33( Hearts desires) 

 
In Summary: when you see wicked people prosper/ injustices reign in this world, focus on Jesus, 
Delight in Him, as it will 

 Protect yourself, your heart will not fall/ fail 

 He will give you your heart desires 

 Gods Justice will prevail against the evil v2,9-10 
 
 
 

B) Read v12-26 ( Our Protection and Provision) 
 
V12-15( Our Protection) 

1) Evil people may attack the Just (v12,14)( Matt5:10-12) 
Haven’t you had some people just seem to not like you, but some love you. As a Christian, we have 
to accept that we live in a fallen world and the people of the world will go out of their way to 
persecute you! ( Caveat: It doesn’t excuse bad behaviour on our part, we cant go acting horribly, and 
then say we are being persecuted) 
 

2) But Jesus will protect us (v13,15): The assurance that He is in control, and we can trust in 
Him  

 
V16-26( Our Provision) 
V16: What is see as a little/ foolish in the eyes of this world is actually treasures in heaven ( Matt 
6:19-20). Jesus is telling us, despite what you are facing in this earth, your are His Child, a joint heir in 
Him, seated in heaven, in Him. A King and a Priest, that will rule with Him for eternity. The little you 
have is great riches indeed. 
V18: Your inheritance is forever! 
V19: During the “evil time” now and during the end of days, you will not be ashamed! During the 
famine, you shall be satisfied! What a promise we have in Jesus! 
V21b: The righteous shows mercy and gives! ( reflecting Abbas nature). We need to see Abba in His 
love, In the nature of His love, Grace and Mercy is extended to us and through us 
V22a: inherit the earth 
V23: Your steps are ordered by the LORD, He determines your path, do you trust Him. Jer 29:11 
V24: Despite occasional fall, The Lord will uphold us 
V25-26 David advises you, now that he is old, that you can trust Yahweh, that He will never leave 
you or forsake you. What a promise! 
 
 

C) Read v27-40 ( Our External response or action) 
Now that we align our internal response to God, and have reassurance of His Protection and 
Provision, we walk in it, we do what is right and good in His sight! 



External Actions: 
1) Depart from evil, do good: (v27) Not easy in the day to day world, but get our insides right 

and it will flow to our actions 
2) Speak Wisdom: (v30) Speak from His words, know His ways, His WORD is wisdom, and be 

led by the Holy Spirit, and they go hand in hand. “Wisdom is the principle thing, get 
understanding!...” Prov 4:7 

3) Keep Law of God is in his heart: v31: flows from v30, meditating on the WORD of God 
4) Wait on the LORD: (v34) Prayer, not all us talking, but us listening to what He wants us to 

do, and you will be exalted! 
5) Mark the perfect Man: (v37) Jesus is the perfect man( 2 Cor 3:17-18). It exhorts us to be an 

example to our fellowman/ Christian, on how to live a life pleasing to God. David, man after 
Gods heart! 

 
Comfort to us: Remember What issue this Psalm is about, and throughout all of it, He gives/reminds 
His people, that He is in control and comforts us: 
 
Positively: For His people  

1) V27: we will dwell forevermore 
2) V28 He will not forsake us: “ they are preserved forever” ? In the evil day? In contrast to the 

seed of the wicked 
3) V29: Inherit the land and dwell forever 
4) V33: Will not leave you in the hand of evil people, and you walk in no condemnation! 
5) V34: Exalt thee and inherit the land. Jerusalem as we see today, and heavenly Jerusalem, 

when it descends 
6) V39-40: Memory verse in time of trouble!!!! 

 
Negatively: Against the wicked( They will have their comeuppance) 

1) V28: seed of wicked cut off 
2) V34: wicked cut off, not inherit the land ( Middle East now) 
3) V35-36: Wicked pass away despite being strong and mighty 
4) V38: Transgressors, destroyed together, at the end the wicked cut off ( Revelation, Lake of 

Fire) 
 
 
 
 


