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1. ‘A Psalm of David’ – linked with the central theme ‘dwelling in the house of the LORD’ that characterizes the 

whole group of Psalms (23-30)! It became more well-known recently. It contains the core of David’s heart. 

2. Structure: (1) Confidence in YHWH against enemy (27:1-3); (2) the desire to dwell in the house of YHWH (27:4-

6); (3) Plea for deliverance from the enemies (27:7-12); (4) Final exhortation to wait on YHWH (27:13-14) 

3. What is the context of the Psalm? Not in the time of peace, but in adversity. ‘Wicked came against me to eat up my 

flesh’ ‘enemies and foes…’ ‘army may encamp against me’ (v.1-3) and ‘because of my enemies…’, ‘my 

adversaries…’ ‘…for false witnesses have risen up against me such as breath out violence…’ (v.12-13).  

4. Who is the Lord to David? (v.1-3) 

a. ‘Light’ (my) – The power of the torch at the camp situation! (~light saber). In most of human history the night 

was dark time where monsters and demons ruled. Yet the light always repels darkness! No such thing as the 

darkness torch! Our life is bit like walking in darkness of night. There are so much unknowns & dangers. 

However, the Lord is like the unflickering light that keeps me safe and repels dangers that lurks in the dark. 

Furthermore He is ‘my’ light!   

b. ‘Salvation’ (my) – Heb. ‘Yesha’ (~Yeshua) = deliverance; rescue, safety, welfare. Every time we face dangers 

& challenges in life we declare God’s name He has given to us! (Immanuel Is 7:14; Is. 9:6) 

c. ‘Strength’ (of my life) – Heb. ‘stronghold’. Definition = ‘Place or means of safety, protection.’ NASV 

Translation: defense (4), fortress (4), fortresses (3), helmet (2), protection (2), refuge (3), safety (2), strength 

(5), strong (1), stronghold (9), strongholds (1). 

d. Two questions (really one Q) inserted between confession of who the Lord is to David: ‘Whom shall I fear?’ & 

‘Of whom shall I be afraid?’ We need to do the same when our heart is in fear!  (C.f. Rom 8:31-33; Heb 13:6 - 

Ps 118:6) 

5. David answers the question he asked of himself (v.2-3): (couplet structure)  

a. ‘My heart shall not fear’ & ‘In this I will be confident’ Can we maintain the same confession whatever we are 

going through today? (v.3). Close your eyes and put yourself in David’s shoes as described in v.2-3 and make 

the same confession of faith: ‘My heart shall not fear & In this I will be confident!’  

b. V.4 is parenthesis. The answer to David’s confidence is found in v.5. We will come back to it later.  

6. ‘For’ in the time of trouble He will hide me in His pavilion & in the secret place in tabernacle (v.5-6) – i.e. The 

place of God’s dwelling & God’s manifest presence! (3 x couplets) 

a. In the Place of Safety - ‘Pavillion’ (Heb. ‘sukkah’ = tabernacle) & ‘Tabernacle’ (Heb. ‘ohel’ = tent). Is there a 

secret place inside God’s tabernacle? (c.f. Ps. 91:1-2) Remember only the high priest went in only once a year 

where there was no natural light whatever!  

b. Exaltation on the ‘Rock’ – probably referring to ‘Masada’ the stronghold of David (c.f. Ps. 18:2). Now David’s 

head will be lifted up above his enemies all around him! ‘My glory and the One who lifts up my head’ (Ps. 3:3) 

God lifts us up higher after the onslaught of enemies every single time! This is the scale of the divine justice.  

c. Exalting YHWH – David’s response of faith. ‘Therefore I will offer up sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle…I 

will sing praises to the Lord.’ Exuberant praise of faith is offered to God because of David’s confidence of 

deliverance. 

d. What tabernacle is referred here? Tabernacle of Moses? (Place of Sacrifice) Or Tabernacle of David (Place of 

Praise). Hint: v.6.  

7. Second section of the Psalm (v.7-14) - David’s Prayer (inner dialogue with God) 

a. v.7 is an opening to David’s prayer.  

b. v.8 is parenthesis(?). It is the ‘core’ of what God privately spoke to David earlier. It is antecedent to v.4 of 

what David said to God in private. i.e. “Seek My face” (c.f. Ps. 24:6 – ‘generation of those who seek God’s 

face’). It was all along God’s desire for David to seek God’s face (not just God’s light; salvation; strength). 

David responded to God with his whole heart: ‘My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek!”. Note: 

two different words for seek: (1) ‘inquire’ (Heb. ‘darash’) for answer – i.e. response to certain calamity for 

solution (Gen 22:22); (2) ‘Seek’ (Heb. ‘baqash’) – someone’s heart (mercy/favour) for intimacy (c.f. Ps. 27:4, 

What is the tabernacle of David? 

1. Difference between tabernacle of David and tabernacle of Moses – the Ark was not in the tabernacle 

of Moses but in the tabernacle of David. 

 288 (1 Chr 25:7) full time singers and 4000 musicians (1 Chr 23:5) to worship God day and night 

(1 Chr 16:37)!   

2. Where did David get this model of worship?  

 Personal encounter of Revelation 4-5 – Ark of the Covenant is symbol of the throne of God 

 Harps (worship) & bowls (intercession) Rev 5:8 – end time come when the bowl is full!  

 Governmental centre of universe fuelled by continual prayer & worship – not board meeting.  

 24/7 worship & prayer is energised by the ‘beauty of God – Ps. 27:4.   
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8). Have you ever heard God privately speaking to you, “Seek My Face”? If so you have been invited into 

intimate relationship with the Lord just like David. God’s desire is to make you a man/woman after God’s own 

heart (1 Sam 13:14 c.f. Acts 13:22)   

8. David’s three prayers (v.9-12) 

a. Prayer for Intimacy: David’s real fear revealed (v.9-10) – i.e. ‘potential lack of intimacy with God’ ‘Do not 

hide your face from me.’ ‘Do not turn your servant in anger’ – why? God’s face hidden from David. ‘Do not 

leave me nor forsake me.’ Is this your real fear? Fear of man replaced by much greater fear. (Ps. 51:11). Two 

positive confessions inserted in the midst of three pleas: ‘You have been my help’ ‘O God of my salvation’ 

(Reversal from v.1). David answers his own plea to God in v.10 (Parallel structure to v.1-3). God is closer than 

his father and mother. Why? (C.f. 1 Sam 16:11; 17:28). There is nothing more vulnerable than orphaned 

children denied of parental love which is closest thing to unconditional love. Our God is the ultimate Father 

totally unlike our earthly parents in goodness. Jesus compared parental love as ‘evil’ in comparison to the 

Father’s love for us!  

b. Prayer for Instruction (& Guidance) – ‘Teach me Your way, O LORD’ ‘And lead me in a smooth path…’ – i.e. 

prayer to be taught & led by God = for discipleship. True blessing & sustained intimacy is possible only in the 

pathway of discipleship (C.f. Ps 94:12). Remember Saul?    

c. Prayer for Vindication – ‘Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries’ ‘for false witnesses have risen 

against me such as breathe out violence.’ (e.g. Eliab; Doeg & Saul) What was God’s personal word to David in 

the midst of false witnesses? “Seek My Face”   

9. “I would have lost heart, unless I have believed that I would see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the 

living.” – Importance of having hope in our hearts! i.e. ‘In the land of the living’ 

10. ‘Wait on the LORD’ 

a. ‘God acts for those who wait for Him’ (Is. 64:4). Those who cannot wait for the Lord are practical atheist?; 

‘My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.’ (Ps. 73:26); ‘Those 

who wait on the Lord will renew (Hev. ‘chalaph’ ~renew/change/exchange) their strength’ (Is. 40:31)  

b. be of good courage & He will strengthen your heart (c.f. Josh 1:6-7, 9, 18). C.f. Ps. 62. Has God put you in a 

place of weakness and vulnerability and asked you to seek His face in the midst of it? If so, God is training you 

to become His David in the last days (C.f. Is. 55:3-4) 

11. The Heart of David - 27:4 

a. David had ‘one thing’ focus on his life! (Ps. 27:4 – David; Luke 10:42 – Jesus; Phil 3:13 – Paul) That one thing 

is intimacy with the LORD. David had a palace like no other, but that was not his heart-address.  

b. “To dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life” – David’s heart-address & the dwelling place of 

his heart was God’s temple. World is full of people who wants to come to God’s temple in order to get a bigger 

palace for themselves. This is where David’s heart was cut above the rest. Even though he had a house of 

cedar, his primary concern was always God’s Ark & God’s temple. (C.f. Ps. 132 - David’s vow). Authentic 

Christian life flows out of perpetual place of ‘encounter with God’ i.e. transitioning of heart-address. (c.f. Col 

3:2-3). 

c. “To behold the beauty of the LORD” – David saw the LORD as beautiful. Only one other person who saw God 

as ‘beautiful’ – ‘the beauty of the LORD’ (C.f. Ps. 90:17). God will be known to the world as the ‘Desire of 

All Nations’ (Hag 2:7). Four living creatures ‘full of eyes’ are forever overwhelmed with the beauty of the 

Lord as they sing ‘Holy, holy, holy’ (Rev 4 & 5). Our hearts must be open to behold God’s beauty (Eph 1:17-

18). The last day’s youth will have the beauty of God’s holiness upon them! (Ps. 110:3)  

d.  ‘To enquire in His temple’ – (Not ‘darash’, but ‘baqash’). 24 elders (Highest ranked men in the government of 

God). x 12 in Revelations - “Learn from the Fathers.” i.e. ‘Beholding’ & ‘worshipping’ & 

‘agreeing/intercession’ & ‘teaching (small %)’. (See Rev 4:4, 10; 5:5, 6, 8, 11, 14; 7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3; 19:4). 

Rev 4:4-10 - ‘glory, honour, power’ - how much unnecessary frustration & fight do we endure because of these 

three things? Worship places them rightly in our heart & life. i.e. At the feet of Jesus. This eliminates the toxic 

energy & stress. What fuels this kind of worship? Worthiness of the Lamb! This arises out of beholding His 

beauty.  

12. God’s end time purpose with the Tabernacle of David (c.f. Mal 1:11)  

a. Amos 9:11-12 – who is Edom? Half-brother of Jacob & Bitter rivalry. But God has a plan! 

b. Acts 15:16-17 – critical point in church history. Should Gentiles covert to Judaism? No. No hindrance to 

gentile harvest! Key to accelerated global evangelism = rebuilding the tabernacle of David!  

c. Why? God inhabits our praises! (Ps. 22:3). When worship was in the right place the nations of Israel came 

under unparalleled blessing of God up to that time! – i.e. Ps. 27:4 to birth Ps. 24:7! However, in order to have 

Ps. 24:7, it takes generation of God’s people with the heart of David! (Is. 5:3-4). N. J.’s vision of the tabernacle 

of David!  

d. Rev 8:1-6 – God’s end time plan hinges on the prayers of the saints from the earth. (harps & bowls full before 

God’s throne. God is building a global upper room for incense to fill His heavenly temple!  


