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Introduction 

1. Psalm 22-24 together: Sandwich of the ‘cross’ (theme: pain – judicial execution),’ ‘crook’ (theme: peace – pastoral 

occupation), and ‘crown’ (theme: purity – ceremonial coronation). We tend to lick the jam and leave the bread.  

Ps. 22 Ps. 23 Ps. 24 

Pain – Judicial Execution Peace – Pastoral Occupation Purity – Ceremonial Coronation 

Cross Crook Crown 

2. ‘Selah’ – pause to think (not broken guitar string!). The psalm is in two parts so do not rush into next section 

before pausing to think about each section. No ‘I’ or ‘me’ here, but the psalm starts with a ‘global’ & 

‘eschatological’ view. It is a prophetic psalm.  

3. Zoom lens – (1) Zoom out - the whole earth; (2) Zoom in - one place where only the holy ones can access; (3) 

Zoom away - When the king of glory enters in that holy hill!  

4. Key word = ‘WHO’ (1) v.1-2: everyone on earth - 7.5 billion people; (2) v.3-6: ‘only few’ who will be able to 

ascend the holy hill; (3) v.7-10: ‘The One’ who will gloriously enter into Zion gate one day.  

 

1. Who owns the earth and everything in it? (v.1-2) 

a. The first question is not so much who lives on earth, but who actually owns the earth and everything in it. In 

Hebrew the first word is ‘YHWH’ (emphasis) – i.e. ‘The LORD’s is the earth.’ The YHWH owns ‘everything’ 

on planet earth and ‘everyone’ on it too!  

b. Implications: (1) Religious implication: Religion freedom? The earth is the Lord’s and YHWH alone is the 

living God and rightful owner of everything in it. (2) Political implication: The question behind every war is 

who owns the land. We develop powerful weapons to grab more land/sea, and it’s riches for ourselves. But the 

earth is actually not for grabs by those who are strongest, but the Lord sets the boundaries of the nations. The 

‘fullness’ of its riches – i.e. All the earth’s minerals, produce, nature in its beauty AND all the people belongs 

to God. The land is there for us as a steward to ‘share’, not for us to ‘take’! God has His plans & purposes for 

every nation & every person’s life on earth because God owns everything in it!  

c. Reason: What right does God have to claim everything? (1) God has made it; (2) God manages it. There will 

be no land for us to live on unless God established it upon the water in the first place. Recent scientific 

discovery tells us that there is a huge ocean beds under the crust of the earth as large as the ocean on the 

surface! God founded the dry land on the ocean beds and maintains it! Moreover, God puts billions of tons of 

water everyday from the ocean to dry land very gently in the form of rain so we can plant seeds and reap 

harvest to live on it and not get hurt by it.  

d. Jews sing Ps. 24 on every Sunday morning – the first workday for the Jews. We can say the same on Monday 

morning each day as we head to work, “The earth belongs to the Lord, and everything in it!”   

 

2. Who will ascend into the holy hill? (v.3-6) 

a. God chose a small patch of land in the middle of the earth where three continents meet and set it apart for 

himself and calls it ‘His hill’ – less than one mile long. But not everyone can climb up that hill of the Lord 

(Zion) where the holy temple stood. It requires ‘holiness of heart’ for one to ascend to meet with God.  

b. The requirement: (1) clean hands (action); (2) pure heart (inward motivation); (3) not lifted his soul to an idol 

(value system); (4) not sworn deceitfully (integrity in words). Parallel to Ps. 15 – In search of character!  

c. Anyone who can climb up that holy hill of God will truly be blessed and receive righteousness from God! 

Under OT only the high priest ascended all the way up and into the holy of holies only once a year, not as his 

right to do so, but as an admission of God’s grace. So who can? No one, except by the grace of God.  

OT: Perfect character  blessed  righteousness  seek God’s face.  

NT: Seek God by faith  righteousness  blessing  Christlikeness.  

Zion hill = Mt. Moriah where Isaac was offered, where Christ was crucified for us. So that now even the 

sinners who seek God’s face by faith can climb up the holy hill to meet with Him! Now access is given by the 

grace of God.  

Then is the character not important any more to ascend up the holy hill? It is still important for us to 

experientially ascend to the hill of the Lord. The heavenly Zion = The throne of God (Heb 12:22-24). 

d. Why ‘Generation of Jacob’? - full of moral imperfection! ‘deceiver/supplanter by name?’ Why Jacob? Two 

natures (Jacob/Israel), whose ‘desire for God’ (faith) overcame his fleshly nature and became the ‘prince with 

God’! Summary of church history = ‘Every generation sought God’s hand of blessing and deliverance out of 

deep trouble, but a whole generation is yet to seek ‘God’s face’ – i.e. ‘intimacy for God’. However, at the end 

time ‘generation of Jacob’ will seek God’s face! Note: Jacob’s trouble (Jer 30:7). Can you see limping Jacob 

climbing up the holy hill of Zion after his encounter with God at Jabbok river? David is the prototype of 

Jacob’s generation who sought God’s face (c.f. Ps. 42. Ps. 63; c.f. Ps. 84:10). “When You said, “Seek My 

face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.” (Ps. 27:7) – i.e. ‘Man after my own heart’. (Acts 
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13:22) How Jacob died – worship God with the last ounce of strength leaning on his staff (Heb 11:21). Jacob 

entered into life in strife reaching for prominence, but exits with pure worship.  

e. Rev 14:1-5 company as the fulfillment of Ps. 24. 

f. ‘Selah’ – pause and think about yourself. Are you part of that Jacob’s generation?  

 

3. Who will enter through the holy gates as the victorious King? (v. 7-10) 

a. The picture is that the king has returned from a war victoriously and the shout goes outside the gate saying, 

“Open up the ancient gate that the victorious king may come in!” ‘Ancient gate’ because of the long absence?  

b. The context: (1) When the ark of covenant was returning to Jerusalem; (2) When Jesus entered Jerusalem on a 

donkey on the Palm Sunday; (3) When Jesus comes back and His feet stands on mount Olives. Now the golden 

gate is the only one bricked up. Why? To prevent two witnesses and the Lord from entering into the temple? 

C.f. Ezk 44:2 prophecy? ‘The LORD said to me, "This gate is to remain shut. It must not be opened; no one 

may enter through it. It is to remain shut because the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered through it.’ The 

Lord of the hosts (armies) will be entering through the golden gate at His 2
nd

 Coming and the saints shall go 

marching in! (4) Prophetic view of the glory of the Lord entering the city – i.e. end-time revival.  

c. Generation of Jacob must rise to prepare the highway of holiness for the glory of the Lord to enter in (Is. 40). It 

was the ministry of John the Baptist in the spirit of Elijah. The prophetic ‘re-opening’ of the ancient gates, and 

the access to God’s throne of grace resulting in the invasion of God’s glory!  

d. Selah – pause and think. Prayer for the generation of Jacob who seek God.  

 

4. Three personal challenges from the psalm 

a. Material level – ‘Everything is ours and nothing is ours.’ You are not the owner of anything you possess. The 

only person who can be robbed with God Himself. Hold material things loosely, and do not live to lay up 

treasures on earth. Everything is His. If you do not think in that way, the Lord may say, “You fool tonight your 

soul will be required of you.” The Lord created the world and our very life. Our life is held in God’s hand!  

b. Moral level – ‘None of us are fit to be accepted by God but He accepts us as we are.’ God’s standards are far 

too strict for us to ascend to His holy hill on our own righteousness, but He imputes and imparts His 

righteousness on us, and works out Christ like character in us.  

c. Mystical level – ‘This Lord is Almighty and he is never defeated by anyone, yet He waits for the door of our 

heart to be opened from inside.’ In Rev 3 the Lord stands outside the door and knocks. If the citadel of our 

heart is closed He waits patiently until the end. If you don’t fling wide the gate of your heart before the gate of 

hades closes on you, the gate of heaven will also close on you. Now is the time.  
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