
Psalm 23 
Shepherds 
His work on the cross was accepted, proven by His raising from the dead (Rom 4:24,25). 
• Abel, the first martyr (Gen 4:2). 
• Moses spent 40 years caring for his father-in-law’s sheep. 
• David served his father as a shepherd. 
• God as a shepherd (Gen 48:15; 49:24; Ps 80:1; 95:7; 100:3; Isa 
40:11; 49:10; Jer 31:10; Ezek 34:11-15; Mt 10:6; 15:24; Mk 6:34).  
• Messiah as a shepherd (Ezek 14:16,23; Mic 5:4; Zech 13:7; Mt2:6; 26:3; Mk 14:27; Jn 10). 
Sheep 
Sheep are defenseless; they are prone to get lost and need almost constant care. You can’t drive 
them like cattle: they must be led! They are known by name (Jn 10:1-5)...and they’re not very 
bright... 
 
V1 

 The Lord is my Shepherd ( Davids declaration) Is it ours? Read John 10:7-18 

 I shall not want: “Chaucer”/ khawsare ( to lack, be without, decrease, be lacking, have a 
need). How do we see God? What is our definition of lack? Eph 3:17-20 

V2 

 He maketh me, He leadership me. What’s our relationship with Jesus? Do we only turn to 
him when we are in trouble? Do we trust Him enough to be completely surrendered and led 
by Him. Read Jer 29:11 

 Green pastures: well fed, not brown, but green. “Makes you lie down” We need to rest! John 
10:9, Heb 4:11 

 Still waters: Sheep can only drink when water still, not choppy, it gets into their nose, choke 
and get distressed. He leads us to His Shalom/ peace, wholeness/ completeness: John 14:26-
27/ Phil 4: 4-7 

V3 

 Restore the my soul: Salvation/ restoration of relationship with God. 3John 1:2  

 Leads me to paths of righteousness: 2 Cor 5:21, Matt 6:33,  

 Why knowing about word of righteousness is important; Heb 5:11-14 
 
V4 

 Transition; “Yeah though I..” focus changed from Shepherd to you( sheep individually. 
Difference between sheep and goat. In Israel outwardly not much 

 “ Walk through valley of shadow of death” Why Shadow? 

 “Fear no evil” 2 Tim 1:7, 1 Peter 5:7-8 

 “Thou art with me” Deut 31:6-8 it speaks of Faith in God 

 Thy rod and staff. One to defend against wolves, bears etc, and one to pull back the sheep 
in line the crook John 10:28, 18:9 ( Its His job to protect us) 

 
V5 

 Prepares a place in the midst of my enemies: Battle belongs to the LORD, He fights for us 
and defends us, we do nothing! Isaiah 54:13-17 But better than that, we sit down and feast 
while our enemies are dealt with! 

 Anoints my head with oil, cup runners over. You are honoured by Him if you surrender and 
follow Him, Picture of the HS 

V6 

 Follow “Radaph: pursue, put to flight, aim secure. If you keep your eyes upon Jesus, 
goodness and mercy will pursue you, hunt you down! 

 All we need to do is dwell in the house of the Lord forever Ps 27:4, 37:4 



 Isaiah 53:5-6, 1 Peter 2:24-25> The Benefits of the Good Shepherd Revelation 
 
• The Lord is my shepherd. 
• I shall not want (I shall lack nothing). 
• He maketh me to like down in green pastures (I shall not lack provision). 
• He Leadeth me beside the still waters (I shall not lack peace). 
• He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness (I shall not lack guidance). 
• Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear  
no evil (I shall not lack courage of the dark hour). 
• Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me (I shall not lack true comfort). 
• Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies (I 
shall not lack protection, preservation, honor). 
• Thou anointest my head with oil (I shall never lack joy). 
• My cup runneth over (I shall never lack fullness of blessing). 
• Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life (I shall not lack Divine favor 
during my earthly life). 
• And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever (I shall not lack a heavenly home when my earthly 
tour is over). 
 
 
 
 
Pilate’s Epitaph 
And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh 
to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. Then said the chief priests of the 
Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate 
answered, What I have written I have written. 
John tells us that Pilate personally wrote it: in Hebrew for the Jews; Greek as the common language; 
Latin as the official language of Rome. Pilate answered them in the perfect tense: “What I have 
written will always remain written.” 
 
Yeshua HaNazarene vMelech HaYehudim 
 
Yeshua HaNazarei v Melech HaYehudim. An acronym on YHWH! [Remember, Hebrew goes from 
right to left.] If Pilate had rewritten it in the manner they had requested, it would not have spelled 
out the Name of God. Did Pilate realize this? Was it deliberate? 
Did he do it just to upset the Jewish leadership, realizing they had delivered Him up for envy? (Mt 
27:18). When they requested a special guard for the tomb, he also responded with an enigmatic 
remark, “Make it as sure as you can.” (Mt 27:63-66.) Was he really surprised when Jesus was 
resurrected after 3 days? One wonders.  
 
Seven Compound Titles 
The Lord will provide.   YHWH-jireh.  Gen 22:14 
The Lord that healeth.   YHWH-rapha. Ex 15:26 
The Lord our peace    YHWH-shalom.  Judg 6:24 
The Lord our righteousness YHWH-tsidkenu. Jer 33:16 
The Lord ever-present.  YHWH-shammah.  Ezek 48:35 
The Lord our banner   YHWH-nissi. Ex 17:15 
The Lord our shepherd. YHWH-raah. Ps 23 
 



Psalm 23 
• The Lord is my shepherd YHWH-raah 
• I shall not want 
– I shall lack nothing. YHWH-jireh 
• He maketh me to like down in green pastures 
– I shall not lack provision YHWH-jireh  
• He Leadeth me beside the still waters 
– I shall not lack peace YHWH-shalom 
• He restoreth my soul 
– I shall not lack restoration YHVH-rapha 
• He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
– I shall not lack guidance YHWH-tskidkenu 
• Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil 
• Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me 
– I shall not lack courage YHWH-shammah 
• Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies – I shall not lack protections 
preservation, honour YHVH- Nissi 
 


