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High Priestly Prayer of Jesus: ‘Unify’ (John 17:20-26) 
 

1. Jesus’ Prayer for Unity – Final Section for the worldwide church (eschatological tone) 

a. Jesus’ faith in disciples (v.20) - Jesus’ vision seeing you coming in! The faith of Jesus – never 

doubted if disciples would convert a single soul in that sorry spiritual state. Would you be confident 

that they would succeed in God’s mission? Just in a few hours time all of them would desert Jesus 

and run for their life! (One of them would flee with exposed butt!) Yet Jesus simply prays for those 

who would believe through their words! Now 2000 years later, 2 billion people claim to believe in 

Jesus – everyone of them through the 11 apostles words or writings. [e.g. GI evangelism team – 

‘tracts’] – Jesus’ personal prayer for you & me comes in this verse.  

b. Prayer for Unity among the worldwide believers (v.21) – It is very daring prayer! Long after Jesus & 

original apostles had gone to glory – totally different time; location; culture with very little 

connection, on what basis do believers unite? Jesus is praying all His followers to be ‘one’!   

 The cultural & generational gap is very real! Overcoming ½ generation gap can be quite 

challenging. E.g. I don’t get the ‘Hip pop style pants’? (I struggle with exposed backside).  

 Jesus prays for the 2 billion Christians; ~2000 years; disconnected to the land; people; culture; 

and mindset to become one?  

 How? Is this the only prayer that hadn’t been answered yet? – i.e. Jesus is glorified; the apostles 

were sanctified; but after 2000 years the church is not more unified, but ‘diversified’ than ever! 

Will it be suddenly answered at the end of the age? If so, in what sense are we to become one?  

2. The Nature of Unity  

a. What is the nature of oneness Jesus was praying about? It is the same oneness of the Father and the 

Son! The highest form of unity there is! ‘That they may be one as just as We are one.’ (v.22) ‘That 

they may be perfect in one…’ (v.23) – i.e. Perfect unity!  

Different types of unity in the Bible: 

 Unity within Trinity 

 Unity of believer with Christ 

 Unity among believers = (1) ‘Unity of faith’; (2) ‘Unity of Spirit (in the bond of peace)’ (Eph 4:3) 

 Unity within Marriage (Even unbeliever’s marriage can & should have measure of spiritual unity 

under God’s created order)    

b. How did Jesus express His unity with the Father? “I in You and You in Me” – i.e. Not about simple 

agreement. It’s far deeper: ‘The Father is IN Jesus, and Jesus is IN the Father’. What does it mean? If 

you could cut the Son of God with a knife, then at the centre of Jesus’ heart you would find the Father 

– ‘only the Father’ (=none of ‘self’). What did Jesus live ‘for’? Not for himself, but ‘for’ the Father’s 

glory. Whose will did Jesus seek to do all His life? The Father’s will, and not his own agenda. Whose 

honour did Jesus seek? By this you know if someone comes from God or not (John 5:44; 7:18). Jesus 

was the only man born of a woman, whose centre was the Father.   

c. My experience with Mia before marriage. We had the same vision of serving God before we got 

married. (Unity of faith is very important before choosing to marry someone. We need to have the 

same life vision to which your faith will be directed). However in one ministry meeting we found 

ourselves ‘trying to out-do each other’ (never before never after this). We both realised that 

something was wrong. We had the ‘same goal’ but ‘two centres’ (‘Paul centre’ & ‘Mia centre’). 

There was something Mia had to know before she could truly happily give herself to me from her 

heart – i.e. Will I put ‘my vision/my call’ before her in the name of God or not? i.e. I wouldn’t use her 

for my vision & my calling in God’s name, but still about myself.  

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her…that he 

might present her to Himself a glorious church…” (Eph. 5:25-27) 

Do you have this vision of your wife? ‘Presenting Mia to Jesus as a glorious church on the day is my 

first ministry.’ Then, it is my job to give myself to God’s vision that He has for Mia, NOT just God’s 

vision for my life. ‘Will I put myself in front of Mia? Or will I put Mia in front of me?’  

How do I have this spiritual unity within marriage? Do I have Mia is in me? (not full of myself?). If 

Mia is in me and I am in her – we have spiritual unity!  

3. Human efforts for Unity 

a. Past 100 years, especially last ~40 years or so ‘Ecumenical Movement’ has gained momentum. It has 

tried very hard to produce unity in the Body of Christ. They have started to say, “If we can achieve 
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this last part of Jesus’ prayer by producing unity in the church, how God would be glorified, and how 

it will help the world to come to know God! We must do something about it!’ Thank God for the 

genuine progress in the Body of Christ among Catholics, Evangelicals, Charismatics, Pentecostals.  

b. However, if we honestly look at it, there is just as much regress as the progress toward unity! Why? 

We have mainly tried to ‘organise’ unity. (1) The Catholics & Evangelicals came together to reduce 

the theological gap by revisiting reformation theology); (2) Evangelicals & Charismatics are trying to 

reduce the theological gap by better refining doctrine of the Holy Spirit; (3) denominations are getting 

together to facilitate dialogue and reduce the distance. People are getting the heart of Jesus for unity! 

 Within Australia – Presbyterians, Methodists, Congregationalists tried to unite under the banner 

‘Uniting Church’ and produce unity under a document called ‘Basis of Union’. It might have been 

an honest attempt by some good people. Yet all they got was ‘union (structural)’ not ‘unity’.  

 Others have realised that the unity must go deeper to include underlying cultures of congregations 

– i.e. standardise the order of service, make changes to the kind of songs we sing, creeds, liturgy, 

so everyone is culturally relevant and on a same page. Still, all you get from this kind of ‘cookie 

cutter’ approach is ‘uniformity’. It is not the biblical unity.  

 Still others argue we must go deeper = ‘unanimity’. They say, “We must think the same way, vote 

for the same thing, have same opinion, so that there is no major disagreement of thoughts or the 

way we express our preference.” How do we produce unanimity? What does it take to get us to 

the state of unanimity? Can we ‘educate’ the church into this kind of unity? (=Unanimity). I must 

tell you that prior to Christ’s return someone who is not the Christ (antichrist) will try to produce 

‘unanimity’ by education, incentive, control, and force. It may even seem for a while he has 

succeeded to achieve ‘unanimity’ to a large extent, but it will be the ‘wrong unity.’ Watch out for 

false unity movement. E.g. ‘interfaith dialogue’, or any unity of faith by watering down God’s 

Word (lowest common denominator) – ‘Basis of Union’.  

4. Spiritual Unity (Biblical Unity) 

a. The unity Jesus prayed for cannot be organised. It is not based on ‘structure’; ‘culture’; or even a 

‘common-mindset’. It is spiritual in nature! It is the work of the Spirit. It flows from above, not based 

on lowest common denominator, but from highest spiritual summit as we unite with Christ! 

b. How do we get into that unity? Not by merely agreeing on something, but by beholding Christ’s glory 

together (v.22)! What glory? ‘pre-incarnate, uncreated, eternal glory of God which Jesus had with the 

Father as God’ – no angels have ever seen this as none existed then!  

 Jesus just prayed for it (v.5), and He says He has received it and fully given to us (perfect tense)! 

(v.22). What is dynamic that changed? The fullness of glory Jesus had with the Father as God, 

Jesus now receives from the Father as a man, and He has given this away to us! (c.f. Eph 1:3) 

 “Father I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am that they may 

behold My glory…” – Where? The throne of God! Why? To behold Christ’s glory! What is 

behind this desire? = ‘invitation to intimacy within Triune-relationship of God’ – [no angels were 

ever invited to this] – that is the source of Christian unity!  

 Consider the magnanimity of the invitation - ‘that they also may be one in US’ (in the centre of 

Jesus’ heart there is only Father; In the centre of the Father’s heart there is only the Son – 

‘consuming delight of love’) and into this sacred space of the Father & the Son (‘glory’ is the 

word to describe it), we are invited in! “Unity in Intimacy with God (spiritual)!”  

c. When will the fulfilment of this last section of Jesus’ prayer? When we finally join Him in heaven? 

The fullness will be then. But if we all have to be in heaven to behold His glory & be one, then how is 

the world going to know Him? There is an eschatological dimension of fulfilment!   

d. In fact, He has been fulfilling it through believers who had been meeting the criteria of 1
st
 & 2

nd
 part 

of Jesus’ prayer! (1) Those whose life mission is to glorify the Son & the Father; (2) Those whose 

lives are increasingly sanctified by the Spirit. Whenever & wherever there are people with whom 

Jesus’ two prayers were taken seriously, Jesus’ 3
rd

 prayer of unity become more reality & less talk!  

5. Outcome of the spiritual Unity 

a. Greatest witness to the world! God’s last witness card = Church that is ‘one with Jesus’! 

b. What is the ‘witness’ (message) of the church? (1) “The Father has sent Jesus”; (2) “The Father has 

loved them just as the Father has loved Jesus.” Are we convinced of this? It is ‘experiential witness’ 

c. What does God get out of the church? The people in whose heart is burning the Father’s love for the 

Son! (v.26) 


