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High Priestly Prayer of Jesus: Sanctify Them (John 17) 
 

 

1. Jesus’ Prayer for His Disciples:  

a. The conversation with the Father opens by telling Him what He already knows (1) What Jesus did for 

the disciples; (2) What the disciples did for Jesus.  

b. The disciples relationship with God centers round two things Jesus provided for them: (1) God’s 

Name (=interchangeable term to God’s Essential Nature); (2) God’s Word (Jesus’ words are the 

Father’s words)! Jesus manifested the Father’s name, and declared the Father’s words to them!   

c. The disciples’ response to Jesus’ words: (1) ‘Received’ (aorist); (2) ‘believed’ (aorist); (3) ‘kept’ 

(obeyed – perfect tense); (4) therefore they have ‘come to know’ (perfect tense) God.  

d. This is also how we get to have a relationship with God. Also a good definition of what Christian is. 

A Christian is primarily not a bunch of ‘nice moral people’, but those who receive, believe, and keep 

God’s words, and thus come to ‘know God’ – i.e. have a real relationship with God.  

e. Did the disciples fully obey God’s word? Really? In fact Jesus says, ‘I am glorified in them’ (v.10) Is 

Jesus being too nice here? Would Jesus have changed the words of this prayer a few hours later when 

everyone deserted him? One of the disciples even ran out naked! (Mark 14:52) – woman’s weekly 

material! No. Jesus knew that although their love was weak, nevertheless they sincerely loved Him 

from the heart, and trusted Him. So also are we. And the Lord is glorified through our life! 

Hallelujah.  

f. “I pray for them, I do not pray for the world…” – Jesus prayer is very specific! Not for the world, but 

for the 11 disciples (excluding Judas, a son of perdition). Jesus’ our Advocate, and the High Priest is 

praying for you and me specifically! – How comforting!  

 E.g. a timid Christian, “I am so afraid of people…” But what if Jesus is praying for you next door 

how would that change everything? It did for this young man.  

 E.g. “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have 

prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen 

your brethren.” (Luke 22:31-32) – ‘Simon x 2’ As Jesus is praying, He is imparting the 

unshakable Father’s name into Simon, the ‘reed’!  So also the Lord is praying for you right now 

by calling your name. 

 ~2000 years of unbroken prayer session in heaven. John 17 prayer is about to be answered. How 

this truth will change us forever! [R.T. Kendall’s testimony]. What a High Priest!  

2. Jesus’ Petition #1 – “Keep through Your name” = PROTECTION 

a. ‘I am no longer in the world…’ – parental concern for the disciples as Jesus was about to leave them. 

What would you do if you knew you were to leave this world in just a few hours? Jesus could have 

prayed, ‘use them,’ ‘teach them,’ ‘empower them,’ etc. This prayer shows Jesus’ tender love & 

concern for His disciples.  

b. The most misunderstood person? ‘Father’  

 “Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel: “My way is hidden from the LORD. And my just 

claim is passed over by my God.”?” (Is. 40:27) – i.e. Israel’s complaint: (1) God is not good (not 

generous); (2) God doesn’t really care about me (God is indifferent to my just cause). We judge 

God’s character based on our short life experience, rather than from what God is saying about 

Himself (God’s word). Thus Israel bore grudges against God in her heart (probably never said it).  

 Can you imagine the Father suffering from ‘silent accusation’ from His own children He loves 

throughout the ages of human history? 2 Pictures of the Father heart of God: (1) Gen 22; (2) Luke 

15 – in both cases God the Father is a silent sufferer. ‘The most powerful, yet most vulnerable of 

all because of love!’  

 Jesus introduces the Father in John 15 as the ‘vinedresser’ who ‘prunes’ our life. He prunes for 

our good, and He will never prune more than what is necessary. That is one of the Father’s role as 

introduces by Jesus to the disciples in the same passage. And do we hold grudge because of our 

misunderstanding of who He is and what He has to do in love? Understanding this truth leads to a 

deeper ‘friendship with God’ (John 15:15).     

c. How are the disciples to be kept after Jesus went to the Father? By the Father’s Name (nature) – The 

purpose for which Jesus came to manifest. What does it look like to be protected by the ‘manifested 

name of God’? [Major theme in John’s writing including Revelation] To enter into the sacred 



 

2 

relationship of ‘total trust’ which Jesus had with the Father! “And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are 

Mine…” (v.10). Notice the order! Can you say the same? ‘Father, all I have is disposable for your 

will, and in turn, I know that all your resources are available for my need.’ This can only come out of 

right understanding of God & relationship with the Father – glorious total trust!  

3. Jesus’ Petition #2 – “They may have My joy fulfilled in them” = JOY 

a. Jesus just promised His peace & His joy to the disciples (Jn 14:27; 15:11; 16:20-24; 17:13). 

 “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you: not as the world gives do I give to you.” (14:27) 

 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be 

full.” (15:11) 

 “Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you gain and your heart will rejoice, and your joy 

no one will take from you.” (16:22) 

 “…these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.” (17:13) 

Jesus’ 1
st
 words to disciples after resurrection: ‘Peace be with you.’ (Jn 20:19). I have come to realize 

how important it is to have the joy of the Lord in our Christian walk. This is a source of our strength! 

(c.f. Neh 8:10) We cannot manufacture or pump up this joy by psyching up or conditioning our mind. 

It is not self-generated, it is not induced by external circumstances. This is Jesus’ own joy, which He 

had while on earth. He gives to us as we walk together in harmony with Him.  

b. It is like the ‘underground water’ that spring up to the surface because of vast reservoir of moving 

body of water from beneath the ground. Jesus was a serious and truthful person, but He was also a 

very joyful person. You see Jesus ‘greatly rejoicing’ in the Spirit in the gospel of Luke 10:21. He 

spoke of joy often to His disciples! Even when Jesus was walking toward the cross He didn’t lose His 

joy. In fact, He focused on that joy that was set before Him after the cross! “[Jesus]…who for the joy 

set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. (Heb 12:2) 

c. Do you have this kind of joy? Especially when you go through trials? We may go through trials at 

times, but let’s never forget we can have little bit of heaven on earth! We are told to rejoice in the 

midst of trial (James 1:2). It’s not what’s happening to me, but who lives in me, and that’s the source 

of our joy! “…that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.” (v.13) 

4. Jesus’ Petition #3 – “Sanctify them by Your truth” = SANCTIFICATION 

a. Jesus finally prays for the sanctification of his disciples while making clear the challenge they will 

face in the world (=what they are up against): (1) They don’t belong to this world; (2) the world hates 

them because it is evil; (3) evil in this world is an ‘intelligent being’ – The protection Jesus is praying 

for is not just from an ‘influence of evil’, but from ‘the evil one’ (Satan). (& Sanctification in that 

condition). Satan studies you & your reaction over the years and explores your weakness – press your 

button! He never plays fair. E.g. Also in the Lord’s prayer – i.e. ‘The evil one’ e.g. ‘A boxer fighting 

in a foreign ring surrounded by jeering crowd against an opponent that doesn’t play by the rule.’ 

b. Jesus is praying to the Father NOT to take them out of the world, but to keep them in it. Why? He has 

a better plan: “To take the world out of them.” E.g. ‘God took Israel out of Egypt, but couldn’t get 

Egypt out of them.’ E.g. “Father don’t take John out of that ring (world) yet. Keep him in there little 

longer and strengthen him in every way, cause I know he is going to knock this guy out of the ring!”  

c. Sanctification has 2 meanings: (1) to be set apart for God’s use (act of consecration); (2) to be made 

fit for God’s use (process of sanctification). We need both understanding, - i.e. (1) being purified 

from unclean defilement (process); (2) and set apart for God’s holy purpose (act). 

d. It is in the second sense Jesus has sanctified Himself (Jesus is without sin). He is saying, ‘I have fully 

& completely dedicated my heart to lay down My life as the sacrificial Lamb in order to share My 

holiness with you all!’ For us we must do the same. We must set apart our life for God’s holy use. 

Then there is an effective on going cleansing & purifying process that comes by the Spirit of God 

within. It is both an ‘act of faith’ & the ‘process’ of the Spirit. What is the main vehicle of on going 

sanctification as a process? ‘by a diligent application of the truth (Spirit & Word)’. We must allow the 

truth of God to penetrate, expose, & plow the darkness in the interior terrain in our soul.  

e. Just as the Father sent Jesus to us, we in turn are sent by Jesus to manifest the Father’s name to the 

word! Jesus is praying for you by name at this very moment! Don’t give up. Stay inside the ring. You 

will succeed & knock out your opponent. Hold on to the Father’s Name, and let the truth of God’s 

word sanctify your heart continually. Finally let the light of His glory shine through you! Then just as 

Jesus said of this disciples, ‘I am glorified in them”, so He will be glorified through our lives. Amen.   


