
Altars of Patriarchs 8: ‘Altar of Blessing’ (Gen 28 & 33-35) 
Jacob at Bethel encounter (Gen 28:10-22) 
1. When Jacob left home, Jacob confidence was at an all time low: he had 

nothing but a staff (32:10); no dowry for a future wife from an uncle he never 
met - what kind of reception will he get? Much reflection on the wisdom of 
deceiving his father. ‘End of his wits’: Ideal time for God to break in.  

2. It seems Jacob arrived at Bethel in the night time (city gate closed?). So 
camping out in the field with a stone pillow – very uncomfortable! Yet an 
awesome dream of a ‘ladder’ reaching the heaven & angels on it!  
a. Defining moment: Jacob’s spiritual eyes opened 1st time & God declared 

the covenant blessing directly to Jacob, ‘pondering on recent deception’. 
This is the where God’s blessing & angelic activities flow! Unforgettable 
place of God’s destiny for Jacob! “How awesome is this place…” 

b. God’s Promise: (1) Land; (2) Descendants; (3) source of blessing; (4) God’s 
Presence & Protection; (5) ‘I will bring you back to this land.’  

c. Jacob’s Response: ‘the LORD is in this place…how awesome is this 
place…the house of God…the gate of heaven’ - Picture of Church!  Jesus is 
the Jacob’s ladder that bridges heaven & earth! (John 1:51)  

d. Jacob’s Vow: Jacob poured oil on the stone pillow. “If I come back in 
peace, then the LORD will be ‘my God’; this stone will be God’s house; and 
I will honour the Lord with ‘tithes’” (28:18-19).   

3. With this spiritual mountain top experience & promise to return to Bethel to 
fulfil his vow, Jacob journeys on to Padan Aram, and there the life of hard 
labour and training unfolds under the king of deception, Laban. The only man 
to be cheated to marry the wrong woman? (14 years of labour). Wages 
changed 10 times. After 20 years God calls Jacob to return! (Gen 31:12-13). 

Cost of disobedience: Jacob’s three backward steps (Gen 33:17-35:15) 
1. Succoth - Jacob was meant to go to Bethel to fulfil his vows (pay the tithes). 

But he stops at Succoth and settles down there. Succoth is backward step 
spiritually & geographically!  More disturbing than direction is duration of his 
stay in Succoth ~10 years? (Dinah ~6-7 years when he left Padan Aram & now 
she is marriageable age.) Instead of sojourning in tents, Jacob built himself a 
house and ‘booth’ (Succoth) for the livestock to settled there! Reason for the 
reluctance? Land is fertile in the plain than in Bethel (mountain range)  

2. Shechem – Finally Jacob is dragging his feet toward the promise land after ‘10 
years of delay’! Same place of Abraham’s altar? But Jacob now purchased the 
land in Shechem. In fact Jacob even built an altar here (wrong place) and gave 
it a very nice spiritual name: “El Elohe Israel”! (God, the God of Israel – Jacob’s 
new name!). But this altar was in disobedience to God’s revealed will. So what 

does God do? Totally ignores it! God doesn’t appear in dreams, or speak, or 
acknowledge it - Just a silence! Isaac went to Beersheba in obedience (not 
convenience), and built an altar there. Order: (1) altar; (2) tent; (3) well. But 
Jacob stayed in Shechem for convenience (not obedience), even named it 
after his past encounter. Order: (1) tent first; (2) altar last. Not accepted by 
God. ‘Obedience God requires is seldom convenient!’  

3. Dinah gets raped by Shechem in Shechem – Out of God’ will for ~10 years, 
God’s protection for the family lifted. Importance of being in the place of 
God’s will. Jacob physically so close to destiny, but so far from God – mere 30 
miles & 30 years gap! Then Hamor’s proposal to intermarriage in direct 
opposition to God’s command! – i.e. Why Jacob left his home town (Gen 
28:1). To marry within faith community! Jacob should’ve left immediately 
after the rape, but he entertains intermarriage! So aggressive for material 
blessing, but so anaemic for moral purity! Why was Jacob so silent? So Jacob’s 
sons (Simeon & Levi) steps in instead, and the ‘bloodbath & plunder’ of 
treachery follows!   

Call to Build the Altar at Bethel 
1. Jacob realises what trouble he is in! Jacob’s family in mortal danger – in sheer 

panic mode (34:30)! Then God speaks clearly, “Arise, go up to Bethel and 
dwell there, and make an altar there to God…” (35:1) Why now? Jacob wasn’t 
listening until now, but now ready to listen. It is a rebuke for 10 years of 
disobedience (33:13)! God’s preferred method of leading - eye (C.f. Ps 32:8-9) 

2. 1st Jacob deals with the ‘hidden idols’ in the house by ‘burying’ them under 
Abraham’s 1st altar @Shechem (C.f. Joshua 24:19-28). Obedience & purity go 
together. The ‘terror of God’ is released on Shechem & nobody pursued them! 
How? Hidden household idols dealt with by the true altar of God!  

3. Jacob finally builds the last altar of patriarchs at Bethel. God actually appears 
to Jacob ‘face to face’ (not dream) & confirmed his blessings in 3-generational 
covenant! (Gen 35:13-15) Jacob’s name is changed to Israel again. Jacob 
finally fulfils his vow to God. With this Jacob reaches the spiritual height and 
recedes to the background in order to make a way for the life of Joseph.  

4. Altar of Bethel (House of God) = picture of the church = ‘the gate of heaven’! 
a. End time church vs spirit of Babylon ‘gate of heaven’: origin of all occult! 

The battle of ‘two houses’ & ‘two altars’: gate of satanic vs heavenly 
realm. Which altar takes ascendency? Altar of Islam; altar of Buddhism; or 
the Altar of God? In Rev 8:1-6 the altar of God is activated in heaven to lay 
claim of the earth! ‘Incense’ is the prayer of the saints! (C.f. Amos 9:11) 

b. The vision of the golden bowl of incense in Ryde. ‘Fear of God’ needed!  
c. Watch out for ‘East Jerusalem’ & ‘Bethel’ – Open heaven for the church!   


