
Altars of Patriarchs 6: Contention (Gen 26:1-32) 

1. Like father like son (Gen 26:1-14) 
a. Isaac’s life: (1) born in Beersheba? (21:3, 31); (2) sacrifice at Mt. Moriah 

(22:2); (3) childhood in Beersheba (22:19) (4) Married to Rebekah in Beer 
Lahai Roi; (4) Famine induced migration to Gerar (26:1ff). So the story of Isaac 
in Gen 26, & the only altar built by Isaac in Beersheba.     

b. Isaac’s 1st encounter & the Lord’s 10 promises (26:2-5): (1) Do not go down to 
Egypt. Why? (12:10-20); (2) live in the land of which I shall tell you (c.f. 12:1; 
22:2) – faith vs sight; (3) dwell in this land (Caanan); (4) I will be with you; (5) I 
will bless you; (6-10) reiteration of Abrahamic covenant, but to Isaac very 1st 
hearing directly from God!  So Isaac dwelt in the city of ‘Gerar’ (lodging place) 
in obedience to God’s word (1) & (3).  

c. Like father like son (Abraham & Isaac’s fear): “She is my sister.” DNA memory? 
(C.f. 20:2). Also Abimelech’s son in Jewish teaching (21:22). History repeats 
itself? But the fear of God in Gerar. Why? Human marriage is held in high 
esteem! ‘One of the people might soon have lain with your wife and you 
would have brought guilt on us.’ (26:10)      

d. Isaac is given protection & welcomed to the city of Gerar. Remember the 
covenant between Abraham & Abimelech by ‘7 ewe lambs’ (21:22-34)!  

2. Providence & Guidance (Gen 26:15-32) 
a. With Isaac’s obedience (though imperfect) covenantal blessing released! – i.e. 

100-fold blessing! (30, 60, 100). “The man began to prosper, and continued 
prospering until he became very prosperous” (26:13).  

b. However, with God’s blessing came envy/jealousy (26:14). (1) So the 
‘welcome’ in the city was replaced by ‘polite rejection’. God’s people must be 
wise about this dynamic. (2) Parenthetical comment of ‘Philistines’ stopping 
up Abraham’s well in violation to covenant (21:31).  

c. Isaac re-digging the old well of Abraham & re-naming them (26:18): (1) 
recovering Abraham’s heritage; (2) reminder to Philistines of old covenant 

d. Isaac (man of peace like Abraham) moves: (1) from the ‘city of Gerar’ to 
‘Valley of Gerar’ & finds ‘fresh running water’ from an old well (~precious as 
gold!). But hersmen of Gerar: “The water is ours.” (Hello? Fish memory?). 
Isaac names it ‘Esek’ (quarrel/strife) and moves away; (2) Isaac re-opens 
another well with the same story. ‘Sitnah’ (enmity/hatred); (3) Isaac moves 
yet again and re-opens another. This time, no contention (distance from 
Gerar?). ‘Rehoboth’ (spacious/plenty). “Now the LORD has made a room for 
us, an we shall be fruitful in the land.” (26:22)   

e. Then without external pressure (or explanation) Isaac moves to Beersheba 
(v.23). Why? A place where Isaac lived with Abraham after Mt. Mt Moriah 

sacrifice? Tracing spiritual heritage? ‘Inner voice of God’ as per Gen 26:2 – 
‘land of which I shall tell you’. In any case, it was the Lord’s will as He 
‘appeared’ to Isaac the 2nd time the same night! (26:24) – ‘hot & cold game’. 
Presence of God & will of God. Faith vs Sight. Re-iteration of Abrahamic 
covenant with “Do not fear” – Isaac’s life in constant battle!  

f. Big change: So far Isaac’s life followed the ‘Providence’  – i.e. ‘Well’ & 
‘Welcome’ (physical parameters determined Isaac’s movement). In here, the 
order is changed from ‘providence driven life’ to life of ‘spiritual guidance’: (1) 
“Altar” – Isaac called on the name of the LORD; (2) “He pitched his tent there”; 
(3) “Isaac’s servants dug a well”! (Gen 26:15). i.e. ‘spiritual’ took precedence 
over ‘physical’! ‘Spiritual life’ (Presence of God); ‘family life (home)’; Physical 
needs (business). C.f. Matt 6:33! With this altar Isaac fully enters into 
Patriarchal blessing! (Only altar of Isaac). We cannot simply follow ‘wells & 
welcome’ and fulfil God’s calling on our lives – i.e. we must put ‘spirit’s 
leading’ over ‘physical providence’!     

g. Internal Change in Isaac effected External Change in others: (1) Relational 
change from ‘envy, rejection & hostility’ to ‘favour, recognition of God & 
peace’ Abimelech & Phicol with Ahuzzath (‘possession’) came from Gerar to 
visit Isaac in Beersheba to mend strained relationship (26:26-31); (2) 
Providential water was found on the same day they made a covenant of 
peace and left Isaac! (26:32). Instead following the providence, Isaac followed 
spirit’s guidance, then ‘providence’ & ‘favour’ followed him!   

3. Possessing spiritual inheritance involves battle! We must be ready to fight!  
a. Caleb: “Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that 

day…It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them 
out as the LORD said.” (Josh 14:12)  

b. Joshua: “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” (Josh 24:15). 
4. Australia’s Heritage in Beersheba – 800 light horsemen (1917 October 31)  

a. The smallest & newest nation (only 14 y.o. when joined WW1)!  
b. 400 years of under Islamic rule via Ottoman empire liberated through 

Beersheba campaign – basis of Balfour Declaration (1917 Nov 2).   
c. Beersheba was the only source of water in the desert. At the brink of death 

(3rd day), General William Grant planned audacious charge of ~6km across 
desert with 800 light horsemen. The last cavalry charge in history!  

d. Turkish garrison at Beersheba had 28 artillery guns, 9 machine guns, 2 aircraft 
and 4400 men. The Australians killed 500 hundred Turks and took 1,500 
prisoner, while only losing 31 of their own troopers and 70 horses. It was a 
stunning victory! This is our heritage! (C.f. Zech 10:3-4). 

e. Today altar @Beersheba the only patriarchal altar under Israel’s rule!  


