
Altars of Patriarchs 5: True Worship (Gen 22) 
1. ‘After all these things…’ (v.1) – ‘Hagar & Ishmael’s departure’ during Isaac’s 

weaning feast (Gen 21). Time is not certain. Perhaps Isaac was as old as Ishmael 
(teenager)? Abraham @ Gen 21 = 100+. @ Gen 23 = 136. 

2. ‘God tested Abraham’(v.1) – Not ‘tempt us’, but ‘test us’ (James 1:3; 13).  
“What is man…that You should visit him every morning and tests him every 
moment?” (Job 7:18). ‘God allows certain issues to continue in our lives but there 
comes a point it has to be dealt with’ – E.g. Lot; Ishmael; Isaac.  
Abraham’s faith journey in 3 stages:  
(1) Abraham’s initial journey @75 (Gen 12-16); (2) God’s call to perfection @99 
(Gen 17-21) – ‘circumcision’ (Phil 3:3); (3) Test of Isaac (Gen 22-25). 

3. God’s challenge to Abraham (v.2):  
(1) Take (a) ‘your son’ (son of promise @100), (b) ‘your only son’ (no Ishmael); (c) 
‘Isaac’ = ‘laughter’ (Abraham’s joy & sunshine); (d) ‘whom you love’ – God 
highlights in amazing short words what it means to Abraham!  
(2) ‘and offer him as a burnt offering’ on one of the mountains ‘I will show you’ 
(Gen 12:1 all over again?).  

4. Altar of Worship & Obedience – i.e. Abraham’s last altar! (Completion!)  
a. ‘Abraham rose early in the morning’ (v.3) – sleepless night? Or immediate 

obedience? No input from Sarah. Or Sarah might have killed Abraham? 
Abraham split the wood & embarks. Abraham has 3 days to change his mind 
and turn back, but he doesn’t! (v.4)   

b. ‘Stay here with the donkey…’ (v.5) – The father needs to be alone with his 
son – ‘last walk together’. Too intimate to be share with anybody.  

c. ‘The lad and I will go yonder and worship’ (v.5) – ‘Worship’ (1st mention) is 
more than song & dance. “It is total giving of ourselves to God without any 
reservation.” Or ‘Giving God the first place over all other affections of our 
heart!’ It is possible to sing & dance without worshipping God at all. Are you 
a worshipper? God is still seeking true worshippers!  (John 4:23) 

d. ‘We will come back to you’ (v.5) – faith & trust in the character of God. “By 
faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac…concluding that God 
was able to raise him up, even from the dead.” (Heb 11:17-19) 

e. Abraham laid the wood he split in the morning on Isaac’s back as they go. 
Words of affection: ‘My father’ & ‘Here I am my son.’ (22:7-8). “Look, the fire, 
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” “My son, God will 
provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.”  
Then they walked on without further words! What were they thinking 
inside? Can you hear Abraham’s heart breaking?  

f. Abraham’s obedience & interruption of the Lord (22:9-12). ‘for now I 
know that you fear God’ – 1st mention of fearing God from ‘God’s point’! 
(1) ‘fear of man on animals’ (Gen 9:2); (2) ‘fear of God on human society’ 
– i.e. ‘God-consciousness’ (Gen 20:11); (3) ‘fear of death & lose’ (Gen 
21:17); (4) ‘fear of God’ (Gen 22:12) – i.e. “Withholding nothing of our 
heart’s affection from God. Or let nothing to come between us & God.” 
‘fear God’ (x134); ‘fear of the Lord’ (x123). C.f. Is. 11:2-3; Is. 33:6! 
“…let us have grace, by which we may serve (worship) God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear.” (Heb 12:28) C.f. Romans 12:1-2! 

g. YHWH Yireh – “The LORD will provide” i.e. In the Mount of the LORD it 
shall be provided. ‘Moriah’ = ‘hill country’ or ‘The LORD is my teacher.’ 
Also the same location as Calvary hill, where Jesus was crucified!  
(1) In the place of worship (&surrender), God provided the substitute 
sacrifice for Abraham; (2) On Calvary hill God has provided everything 
humanity will ever come to need of through His Son’s perfect sacrifice. 

h. God’s covenant blessing to Abraham is fused with His oath! (c.f. Heb 6:13-
20). Abraham reached completion of his faith journey (c.f. Gen 17:1) and 
became the model of faith walk for Jews and Gentiles alike! (Rom 4:9ff) 

5. Invitation to Higher Calling (James 2:21-23) 
a. Abraham is called a friend of God! The only one in OT (2 Chr 20:7; Is 41:8; 

James 2:23). C.f. 12 apostles in NT (John 15:15).  
b. Hidden in the heart of God (unapparent in Gen 12:1-3), there was an 

invitation to higher call to Abraham – i.e. God was looking for a friend 
among mankind to share His heart. (C.f. Gen 15:1-2; 18:16-17)  

c. In Gen 22, you see the ‘wounded heart’ of the Father in amazing clarity! 
(C.f. Luke 15:11-32). When Abraham & Isaac were going up Mt Moriah 
with split wood on Isaac’s back, what did the Father see? (C.f. Rev 13:8). 
When Abraham was taking his son Isaac to the altar at Mt Moriah, whose 
heart was he sharing & whose heart was he ministering to? – from this 
point, God calls Abraham ‘My friend forever’!  

d. How are we to receive the Father’s love for the Son? (C.f. John 17:26) 
Discussion Questions:  
1. What is the nature of true worship? How do you define the heart of true 

worship? Do you believe you are a true worshipper God is looking for today?  
2. In what ways is Abraham’s final altar at Mt. Moriah completed (matured) his 

faith journey? What can we learn from Abraham’s altar of worship?  
3. What does ‘Jehovah Jireh’ mean? How did God fulfil this promise in Christ?  
4. Do you believe we are all ‘invited’ to be God’s friend? What does it mean to 

be God’s friend? How important is it to you?    


